1790, LAWS o MARYLAND

CH A P. of Anne-Arundel county forty-five pounds current money; to the fheriff of
LI Queen-Anne’s county, who is hereby alfo obliged to convey all fuch public
letters and packets as are direted to any perfon or perfons in the city of Annapo-
lis, to the faid city, thirty pounds like money ; to the fheriff of Talbot county
cleven pounds five fhillings like money ; to the fheriff of Xent eleven pounds
five fhillings like money ; to the fheriff of Dorchefter eleven pounds five fhillings
like money ; to the fheriff of Somerfet nine pounds feven fhillings and fix-pence
like money ; to the fheriff of Worcefter five pounds twelve fhillings and fix~
nce like money ; to the fheriff of Caroline five pounds twelve fhillings and
fix-pence like money ; to the fheriff of Cacil five pounds twelve fhillings and fix-
pence like money ; to the theriff of Harford five pounds twelve fhillings and
fix-pence like money ; to the theriff of Baltimore fifteen pounds like money ; -
to the fheriff of Wathington nine pounds feven fhillings and fix-pence like
money ; to the fheriff of Frederick eleven pounds five fhillings like money; to
the fheriff of Montgomery five pounds twelve thillings and fix-pence like money ;
to the ftheriff of Prince-George's eleven pounds five thillings like money ; to the
fheriff of Charles nine pounds feven fhillings and fix-pence like money; to the
theriff of Calvert five pounds twelve fhillings and fix-pence like money; to
the theriff of Allegany five pounds twelve fhillings and fix-pence like money ;
which faid feveral and refpective fums of money fhall be paid out of the public
treafury of this ftate; in confideration whereof, the fheriffs of the faid feveral
and refpective counties {hall defray all fuch charges as fhall accrue by reafon of
conveying all fuch letters or packets. '

What are X. gand be it enafted, That the following, and no other, fhail be deemed
;ece{t‘m;f“;" public letters and packets ; that is to fay, all packets containing the laws pafled
" at any feffion of aflembly, the votes and proceedings of the fenate and houle ot
delegates, endorfed for public fervice, and figned by the clerk of the council; all

Jetters fent by the governor for the time being, and endorfed for public fervice,

and figned by the clerk of the council; all letters fent by the prefident of the

fenate, and endorfed by the clerk of the fenate for public fervice, and figned by

him ; all letters fent by the fpeaker of the houfe of delegates, and endorfed for

public fervice, and figned by him ; and all joint letters fent by the prefident and

{peaker, endorfed for the public fervice, and figned by them; all certificates of
afleffments, and books of proceedings of the commiffioners of the tax, and en-

dorfed by the clerks of the feveral counties on public fervice, and figned by

them ; all letters and packets fent by any judge of the general court, and endorfed

on public fervice, and figned by him. '

X1. @nd, whereas the pernicious cuftom of opening letters, is loudly com-

Penalty on  plained of, B¢ it enatied, That if any perfon or perfons hereafter fhall wilfully
f:;fi’:;c;{m' break the feal of any letter or package belonging to the public, or dire@ed to
&e. private perfons, and the fame can be proved againft him or them by one credible
witnefs, fuch perfon or perfons fo offending, fhall, on convi&ion thcreof, pay the

fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered and applied as aforefaid.

Andonhe.  XII. Qnd be it enafted, That every fheriff, to whom fuch public letters or
’f&f%’:“ packets fhall be delivered for any perfon or perfons refiding in the adjoining coun-
gt 5 Yies as aforefaid, fhall, within the {pace of five days after the receipt thereof,
deliver, or caufe to be delivered, the fame to the fheriff of the proper county,
according to the directions herein before contained, or in default thereof, every

’fuc!}a theriff thall fuffer the penalties herein before prefcribed for every refufal or
neglect. ' : - v

In {::';s"ge_ XIII. dnd be it enafted, That if any fheriff thall be a@ually unable to per-

puty may re. form his duties, by ficknefs or abfence from the county at the time when an

ccive, &c.  foach public letters or packets fhall be ready to be delivered, it fhall then be law-
ful for his deputy fheriff, and he is hereby requiréd and enjoined, to reccive fuch
public letters or packets; and to execute and perform the feveral duties con-
cerning the fame which are herein before required of his principal ; and if any
deputy fheriff, whofe principal {hall be unable to execute his office for the reafons
: : aforefaid,



