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An ACT to reftrain furveyors, to regulate certain proceedings in Paffed De-
~ the land-office, and to compel the attendance of witnefles on b 34
Aurveys under the authority of the chancery, general, and
county courts. | )

V H®REAS many 'fraiiiis, and abufes may be practifed by furveyors, or Preamble.

their deputies, if they be not by law prevented from taking up vacant
land in their refpetive counties,

- YL Be it enalted, &y the General Affembly of Maryland, That from and after Surveyors not
the end of the prefent feflion, no county furveyor, or deputy to a county furveyor, © take up
while he aés as fuch, fhall take up, either in his own name, or in the name of fand, &e.
anyother perfon for his ufe, or 1n fecret truft tor him, any land lying in the
county of which he is furveyor or deputy as aforefaid, unlefs by virtue of a war-

rant of refurvey on lands by him obtained and held before his appointment to the

office of furveyor or deputy, or by virtue of a {pecial or an efcheat warrant pro-

cured by him before fuch appointment; and no grant fhall iffue to any fuch
furveyor or deputy, or to his affign, or to any perfon for his ufe, or to any perfon

who fhall be known to adt for him in fecret truft, for any land taken up after

the end of the prefent {z{iion contrary to the tenor of this provifion; and if any

patent fhall iffue to any perfon acting under a fecret truft for any furveyor or de-

puty as aforefaid, it fhall be liable to be vacated upon a petition made, within

two years from the date of fuch patent, to the chancellor as judge of the land-

‘office, and there fhall be the fame proceedings on fuch petition as upon caveats to
certincates. ‘ ' o

III. @nd be it enafted, That if any county furveyer thall knowingly return Penaltyonres
any certificate of {urvey to the land-office, contrary to the tenor of this act, he z:l’:‘c“egr:g"
thall, on conviction thereof in a court of record of this ftate, be fined by the faid cates, &«.
court a fum not lefs than twenty-five pounds current money, nor more than one
hundred pounds, and one half thereof fhall be paid to the firft informer, provided
the fa@ be futficiently proved by other teftimony than his own oath, and fo de-
clared to bz by the jury on delivering their verdi& ; and if any deputy to a county
furveyor {hall knowingly procure any certificate to be returned contrary to the
tenor of this act, he thall, on the like convi&ion, be fubje&t to a like fine, of
which there {hall be th= like appropriation, on the like declaration of the jury.

IV. @nd be it ¢xafted, That in all difputes which may hereafter arife before In all difputes
the chancellor, as judge of the land-office, he fhall have full power and authori- Cha“if”"‘"
ty to decree thereon according to equity and good confcience, and agreeably to g e
the principles eftablithed in the high court of chancery, as if the matter were

brought before him by a bill in chancery.

V.:9nb be it enafied, That whenever a caveat is entered in the land-office, Time not to
and the compofition moncy due upon -the certificate fo caveated hath not been Sfcc"“ﬁd""d’
paid, the time during which the caveat {hall remain undetermined fhall not be E
confidered as part of* the time limited for payment of the faid compofition ; pro-
vided the proprietor of fuch certificate will make ocath or affirmation, as the cafe
may be, that he hath not procured fuch caveat to be entered for the fake of delay,
nor in any manner whatever contrived or endeavoured to poftpone the determina-

" fion on the faid caveat longer than was neceflary to obtain a full hearing of the
"real merits in the caufe. :

%I. anu be it enafted, That whenever an order fhall iffue from the high Surveyor may
court of chancery for the furveyor of a county to furvey, lay down and return :g‘)‘;a {&u:.
a plot and certificate of lands lying in his county, for the illuftration of any )

matter relative to a caufe in ‘the faid court, it thall be lawful for the faid furveyor,
at the inftance of either party concerned, to iffue under his hand and feal a fum-
‘mons for any perfon whofe teftimony may be wanted on the furvey ; and the
faid fammons fhall beaccording to the following form: ¢ You are hercby re;
o : quire
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