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fhall be returned and returnable to the days and times above fpecified, any thing’
in any former law to the contrary notwithftanding.

C H A P. XIV.
An ACT for the relief of the poor of Caroline county.

1. REAS it appears to this general affembly, that the inhabitants of
Caroline county are burthened with taxes for the fupport of the poor
in fiid county, whofe numbers annually increafe ; and notwithftand-

ing the large fums granted to that ufe, they are not comfortably fupported under
the prefent regulations ; therefore,

II. B¢ it enalted, by the General Affombly of Maryland, That there thall be
an alms and work-houfe ere&ted and built m Caroline county, at a convenient
place therein, at the general charge and expence of the faid county ; and that the
Juttices of the faid county for the time being, fhall and they are hereby authorifed
and empowered to affefs and levy, in equal proportion, on the property within
the faid county liable to affefiment, at the time of laying the county rate, the
fum of three hundred pounds current money, in each of the years feventeen
hundred and eighty-nine, feventeen hundred and ninety, and feventeen hundred
and ninety-one, together with the collector’s commiffion of fix per centum thereon
for colletting the fame; which faid rate and afleflment, fo as aforefaid to be laid
and levied, fhall be colleéted by the collettor of the faid county in the fame man-
ner and at the {ame time as the county rate is collected ; and the faid money,
when {0 zs aforefaid collected, thall be paid by the faid collettor to fuch truftees
for the poor, or the major part of them, as are by this ac appointed, who are
hereby authorifed and required to receive and apply the fame to the ufes and pur-
pofes herein after direlted.

ITI. @nbd be it enaftey, That for the time being the feveral perfons hereafter
named be and are hereby appointed truftees of the poor within the faid county,
and are empowered with full and fufficient authority to difcharge the feveral
otfices, dnties and trufts, repofed and requirecd of them by this act; that is to
fay, Meffieurs William Wheatly, Jofeph Douglafs, Thomas Hardcaftle, Jothua
Witlice and Henry Downs; which perfons, or the major part of them, in cafe
of the death or abfence of any, are hereby required, with all convenient {peed,
to meet at fuch plice within their county as to them fhall feem meet, to qualify
themfelves for the office of truftees for the poor of their county, which they are
to do by taking and {ubferibing the feveral oaths, or affirmations, appdinted by
aw to be taken to the government, and alfo taking the following oath, viz.
I, A. B. do fwear, or affirm, that I will duly and faithfully difcharge the duties
ard truft committed to me as a truftee for the poor of Caroline county, by an
aét of the general affembly, entitled, An a& for the relief of the poor of Caro-
line county, according to the beft of my fkill and knowledge. So help me God:”
Which caths are to be adminiftered by any of the five perfons laft named for the
county to the perfon firft named, or in his abfence to any one of the three perfons
firft named that fhall be there prefent, which perfon, being fworn as aferefaid,
fhall adminifter the oaths aforementioned to all the reft, and fo fucceflively, the
perfon firft named that thall be prefent {hall -always adminifter the faid oaths to
any that have been abfent, or that fhall hereafter be eleGed and chofen purﬁlant
to the directions of this a&, to fupply the place of any that fhall be ‘dead, or
removed out of the county, or any who fhall refufe or negle& to qualify and a&
as a truftee, when eleCted and chofen purfuant to the directions of this aé; and
the aforefaid perfons, or the majority of them, being fworn as aforefaid, fhall be
conftituted and qualified as truftees for the poor of their faid county, and as fuch
are hereby invefted with full power and authority, as'a body politic, to plead and
to be impleaded, to fue and to be fued, to defend and to be defended, to anfwer
and be anfwered, by the name of the truftees for the poor of Caroline county,
in all and every caufe, complaint and a&ion, real, perfonal or mixed, of what-
ever kind or nature it thall be, in any court of judicature within this ftate, and
by that name they and any of them, and their-fucceffors, fhall and they are hereby
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