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lance at that time, and empowering them to indemnify themfelves, as far as
poifible, by means of the eftate of the faid Nichols; and that upon fuch bond
being given, the petitioner, and the other fecurities of the faid Nichols, be re-
leafed and difcharged : And whereas this legiflature are difpofed, as far as may
be confiftent with the public intereft, to grant relief to thofe who are, by an act
of benevolence, made anfwerable for the failure and mifmanagement of another:

I1. B¢ it enafted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That Robert Peter,
Jobn Murdock, William Deakins, junior, Bernard Onecale, Edward Burgefs,
Walter Smith and Richard Thompfon, of Montgomery county, or a majority
of them, be and they are hereby empowered to appoint a collefor of the refidue
of the public afleffment now remaining duc and unfatisfied in the faid county for
the year feventeen hundred and eighty-four, in the room of the faid John Hay-
man Nichols; and fuch colletor is hereby fully authorifed and empowered to
mceive and colle&, by execution or otherwife, all arrears and balances of the
faid public affefiment due the faid John Hayman Nichols as colleor of the
county aforefaid for the year aforefaid, in as full and ample manner as the faid
John Hayman Nichols might or could have received or tollected the fame during
the time of his being collector in the faid county, and no payment made to the
faid John Hayman I% ichols of any fum due for the public affeffiment, after notice
of this a& fhall be of any avail. '

II1. 9no be it enafted, That the faid Robert Peter, John Murdock, William
Deakins, ‘junior, Bernard Oneale, Edward Burgefs, Walter Smith and Richard
Thompfon,. or a majority of them, are hereby invefted with full power and au-
thority to call on all deputies, agents, receivers, colleGtors, or perfons fo ap-
pointed by the faid John Hayman Nichols, and acting as fuch, for a final fettle-
ment of his or their books and accounts with the faid John Hayman Nichols,
fo far as refpets the faid public aflefiment, which faid deputies, agents, receivers,
colleftors, or perfons acting as fuch, or who were in any manner concerned in
the receipt or collection of the faid public aflefliment during the year aforefaid,
or afterwards, under the faid John Hayman Nichols, or in his name, or by vir-
tue of his authority, fhall, when he or they are thereunto required by the faid
Robert Peter, John Murdock, William Deakins, junior, Bernard Oneale, Ed-
ward Burgefs, Walter Smith and Richard Thompfon, or a majority of them,
refpeively produce, fhew, explain to, and lay before thent; all books, accounts,
papers, memorandums and vouchers, whatfoever, of the faid deputy, agent, re-
ceiver, colleGor, or others fo concerned as aforefaid, and make and deliver to
them, upon their refpeGtive oaths, trueand perfect copies, and extra&s- thercof,
for the purpofe of fettling and adjufting all accounts, claims and demands, re-
lative to the arrearages aforefaid, and to emable the faid Robert Peter, John Mur-
dock, William Deakins, ‘junior, Bernard Oneale, Edward Burgefs, Walter
Smith and Richard Thompfon, or a majority of them, to make a full and per-
fe&t collection of the faid public aflefiment arifing in the year aforefaid, and till
remaining due in the county aforefaid.

IV. dnv be it enafted, That upon the negle&t or refufal of any deputy, agent,
receiver, colleGtor, or perfon fo appointed or acting as fuch during the year
aforefaid, or afterwards, under the faid John Hayman Nichols, or in his name,
or by virtue of his authority, to fulfil and comply with the direfions of -this
a@, the commiffioners of the tax for Montgomery county, be and they are

_ hereby empowered, on hearing (or default to appear on notice) to adjuft the ac-

counts ftanding between the faid John Hayman Nichols as colle&or aforefaid,
and all and every his faid deputies, agents, receivers, colle¢tors, or perfons alting
as fuch during the year aforefaid, or fince, and may order the balance to be paid
to the faid Robert Peter, John Murdock, William Deakins, junior, Bernard
Oneale, Edward Burgefs, Walter Smith and Richard Thompfon, or a majority
of them, either immediately, or by a fhort day to be limited, and may carry
fuch order into effe@ by their warrant directed to the theriff to levy the fum due,
in the fame manner as by fer? facias, on the lands, goods or chattels, of the
faid deputy, agent, receiver or colleor, or perfon ating as fuch during the year

‘ aforefaid,-



