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LAWS of MARYLAND.

C H AP XV |
An ACT for the relief of Robert Peacock.

HEREAS the faid Robert Peacock, by his petition to this general
affembly, hath fet forth, that in the year feventeen hundred and fe-

venty-five, he intermarried with a certain Elizabeth Cooper, of Tal-
bot county, who, before the folemnization of the faid marriage, conveyed unto
the faid Robert Peacock her whole eftate, both real and perfonal ; that the faid
Robert Peacock foon after left this country, with an intention to return after fet-
tling fome bufinefs in Scotland, but was prevented by the commencement of the
late war: And whereas it appears by teftimonials from fundry perfons who were pri-
foners in Scotland, that the faid Robert Peacock manifefted the warmeft attachment
to the United States, by repeated inftances of friendly fervices to diftrefled prifon-
ers of America, when in captivity in Scotland, by advancing them money, and
kindly entertaining them at his own houfe : And whereas it alfo appears, that
the faid property of the faid Robert Peacock, when expofed to fale as confifcated
property, was purchafed by William Perry for the ufe and benefit of the faid
Robert Peacock, and that the faid William Perry is willing to give up the faid
property, provided the bond he gave at the time of fale, 1s declared null and
void ; and this general aflembly deeming fuch diftinguithed attachment to the
United States in the faid Robert Peacock, worthy of the interpofition of the
legiflature ; therefore,

I1. We it enalted, by the general affembly of Maryland, That the property
formerly belonging to the faid Robert Peacock, be and is heseby reftored to him,
and the bond given by the faid William Perry, to fecure the payment of the pur-
chafe money for the faid property, be and is hereby declared’null and void; pro-
vided, that the faid Robert Peacock pay all expences, if any, attending the fale
of the faid property, any law to the contrary notwithftanding.

C H A P XVI.
A Supplement to the a& for the {peedy recovery of fmall debts
out of court.

HEREAS by the faid a¢t the fums of money and tobacco recoverable
before one juftice of the peace, are too fmall for the purpofe of re-

lieving fuitors from the heavy expence in attending the courts of
juftice, and this general affembly being defirous of giving every relief in their power ;

I1. B¢ it enalted, &y the general affembly of Maryland, That the faid fums be
extended to ten pounds current money, and one thoufand pounds of tobacco ;
that in all cafes, from and after the firft day of June next, where the real debt
or damage doth not exceed the aforefaid fums of money or tobacco, any one
juftice of the peace for each refpeCtive county wherein the debtor doth refide,
may try, hear and determine, the matter of controverfy between the creditor and
debtor, agrecable to the manner and mode pointed out in the faid act, any thing
in the faid a& to the contrary notwithftanding.

II1. JProvived alvaps, and be it enafted, That execution thall not iffue on
any judgment given for any fum above five pounds current money, or five hundred
pounds of tobacco, until the end of one year after the firft return of the war-
rant, the debtor giving fpecial bail before the faid magiftrate, if required by the
creditor, and the creditor fhall be entitled to receive legal intereft on the judge-
ment until the fame is fatisfied and paid off.

IV. ano be it enaited, That either plaintiff or defendant (where they fhall
think themfelves aggrieved) may appeal to the next county court in manner
dire&ted by the faid a&, whenever the debt or damages doth exceed forty thil-
lings current money, or two hundred pounds of tobacco, and either of the faid
parties may demand a trial by jury, or leave the caufe to be determined by the
court at their ele@tion, fo that the caufe fhall be reheard and finally determined
the §rft or fecond court after the appeal. B

V. IProvided



