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late colle@or ot the tax., ,

HEREAS it has been reprefented to this general affembly,

‘ }‘ ; by the petition of John Stevens, late colle@or of Dorchefter

county, that the commiflioners of the f{aid county, from a mif~

conception of the a& for eftabhithing funds to fecure the punttual pay-

ment of the priacipal and intereft of the ftate debt, did not include, in.

the affeffment to be paid by each perfon, the additional tax of two thil~

lings and fix-pence, impofed by the act aforefuid, by means whereof the

f2id John Stevens is liable to be fued upon his bond, and to pey heavy

penalties for not colle@ing the tax aforefaid, which appears to this general
affembly unrcafonable and unjuft ; therefore,

I1. Be it enatted, by 2be General Affembly of Maryland, That no procefs
fhall ifflue upon the bond of the faid John Stevens for not collecting the
faid tax of two fhillings and fix-pence aforefaid, and that he be and
hereby is indemnified and faved harmlefs from any penaltics incurred by
not having made the colle@ion aforetaid.

III. 9nd be it enafted, That the commiffioners of the county aforefaid
are hereby authorifed and dire@ed, after rating what each perfon is to
pay according to the valuation of his property for the laft year, to 2dd in
the affeflment to be paid by each perfon for the year feventeen hundred
and eighty-fix the two fhillings and fix-pence aforefaid ; and the colle@or
for the faid year for the county aforefaid, fhall colle@ and pay the {ad
tax at the fame time and under the fame penalties he is bound to collect
and pay other public money. -
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- C H A P. LXXX.
An ACT to alter and amend the law in certain cafes.

E it enaftev, &y the General Affembly of Maryland, That no ation
brought or to be brought, in any court of law in this ftate, fhall

J abate by the death of either of the parties to fuch a@ion, but upon

the death of any defendant, in a cafe where the action by fuch death
would have abated before this a&, the a&ion thall be continued, and the
heir, devifee, executor or adininiftrator, of the defendant, as the c.fe may
require, of other perfon interefted on the part of the defendant, may ap-
pear to fuch a&ion, and in cafe the a&ion be brought to recover poficflion
of any lands, tenements or hereditaments, and the proper perfon to de~
fend doth not appear at the court at which the death is fuggefted, the
plaintiff may iffue 2 fummon, returnable to the next court, dire@ed to
the heir or devifee of the deceafed, or tenant in poffeffion, or other propee
perfon to defend in fuch ation, as the cafe may require, or in cafe the altion

- be brought to recover perfonal chattels, debt or damages, and the execu-

~ tor, adoyniftrator, or other proper perfon to defend, doth not appear to

fuch aion at the court at which the death is fuggefted, the pliintiff may

-~ ylue a fummon, returnable to the next court, dire@ed to the executor or

adminiftrator of the deceafed, or other proper perfon to defend fuch
action, to appear ; and upon any fummon, iffued as aforefaid, being ferved,
the perfon or perfons fummoned fhall appear to fuch a&ion, cither in pro~
per perfon, or by attorney, and if it fhall appear to the court that a fum~

- mon to appear and defend, taken out as aforefaid, hath been ferved upon

the proper perfon or perfons to defend fuch f{uit, and that fuch perfon or

perfons negle@ or refufe to appear, the court may and thall ifflue an at-

tachment of contempt againft fuch perfon or perfons, and compel him,

ker; or them, to appear to fuch fuit, and if any perfon, being fummoned
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