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able and-honeft men for difcharging the various offices and duties of life both € H A P.
civil and religious, with ufefulnefs and reputation, and fuch inftitutions of learn- XXXV,
ing have accordingly:-been promoted and encouraged by the wifeft and beft regu-

lated ftates : And whereas it appears to this general affembly, that many public

fpirited individuals, from an earneft defire to promote the founding a college or
Yfeminary-of learning on the weftern fhore of this ftate, have fubfcribed and pro-

cured fubferiptions to a confiderable amount, and therc is reafon to believe that

very large additions will be obtained to the fame throughout the different counties

of the faid fhore, if they were made .capable in law to receive and apply the

~ fame towards founding and carrying on.a college or general feminary of ?eaming,

with fuch falatary plan, and with fuch legiflative afliftance and direction as the

general affembly might think fit; and this general aflembly, highly approving

thofe generous exertions of individuals,. ave defirous to embrace the prefent fi-
vourable occafion of peace and profperity,: for making lafting provifion for the
encouragement and advancement of all ufeful knowledge and literature through

every part of this ftate;

IL. Be it enaffed, by 2be general affembly of Maryhand, That a college or ge. College to bé
peral feminary of learning, by the name of Saint-John’s, be eftablithed on the ﬁ““’l‘med’
faid weftern fhore, upon the. following fundamental: and ‘inviolable principles,
namely ; firft, the faid college fhall be founded and maintained for ever, upon
a moft liberal plan, for the bemefit of youth of every religious denomination,
‘who fhall be freely admitted to equal privileges and advantages of education, and
1o all the literary honours of the college, according to their merit, without re-
‘quiring or enforcing any religious or civil teft, or urging their attendance upon
any particular religious worfhip or fervice, other than what they have been edu-
cated in, or have the confent and approbation of their parents or guardians to
attend ; nor thall any preference be given. in the choice of a principal, vice-
principal, or ether profeflor, mafter er tator, in the. faid college, on aecount of
his particular religious profeflion, having regard folely to his moral chara&er and
‘iterary abilities, and other neceflary qualifications to fill the place for which he
fhall be chofen. Secondly, there fhall ba a fubfcription carried on in the diffe-
rent counties of the weftern fhore, upon the plan on which it hath been opened,
for founding the faid college ; and the feveral fubfcribers fhall clafs themfelves,
according to their refpe@ive inclinations, and for every thoufand pounds current
‘goney which tmay be fubfcribed and paid, or fecured ta be paid, into the hands
.of the treafurer of the weftern fhore, by any particular clafs of fubferibers, they
fhall be entitled to the chaice of one perfon as a vifitor and governor of faid
college. Thirdly, when any of the firft vifitors and governors chofen by the
fubferibers as aforefaid thall die, or remove out of the ftate, or abfent himfelf
from four fucceeding quarterly meetings, without fuch excufe or plea of neceffary
abfence as fhall be deemed reafonable by a legal and juft quorum of the faid
-vifitors and governors, duly affembled at a quarterly vifitation of the faid college,
fuch quorum, fo aflembled, fhall proceed, by a new election, to fill up the place
and feat of fuch deceafed, removed, or abfenting member. ,

III. dno be it urther enaftey, That the reverend Mr. John Carroll, and the Agents p-
reverend William Smith, and Patrick Allifon, dotors in divinity, Richard Sprigg, pointed, &e.
John Steret, and George Digges, Efquires, and fuch other perfons as they, or
any two of them, may appoint in the different counties of this thore, be agents
for feliciting and receiving, and they are hereby authorifed to folicit and receive,
Gabfcriptions and contributions for the faid intended college and feminary of uni-

" verfal learning, of any perfon or perfons, bodies politic and corporate, who may
be willing to promote fo good a defign; and when any clafs or clafles of fub-
feribers fhall have fubfcribed and paid, or fecured to be paid, as aforefaid, to the
“treafurer -of the weftern fhore, in three equal yearly payments, to commence
from the firft day of June, feventeen hundred and eighty-five, the fum of one
thoufand pounds current moncy, and thall have lodged their original fubfcription
papers in the hands of any one of the agents aforefaid, fuch agent fhall take a
copy of the fame, and thall depofit the original fubfcription lifts with the faid
‘treafurer, taking his receipt for the fame; and fuch agent {mall then appuint a
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