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" An ACT for holdmg an ele@ion for fheriffs in omerfet édunty,

Preamble.

| policj of all good government :

Elettion for
fheriffs to be
held on May
.

Governor
may deter-
mine the va-
lidity of elec
tions, &c,

Preamble,

Perfons levy-
ing war a-
gainit the U-
nited States,
&c. to fuffer
death, &c.

. to.fuch of the faid crimes as

Perfons guilty
of mifprifion
of treaion to
lofe their
eftates.

and to enable t’hé governor and councﬂ to determine the validity
" of ele@ions for theriffs. . . : |
FHEREAS the late eleGion of fheriffs for Somerfet county was unfairly
‘and tnduly made, by reafon of 2 number of armed men attending and
- influencing the fame, contrary to the conftitution of this ftate and the

1. Be it enatted, &y the general affembly of Maryland, That on the eleventh
day of May next an election thall be held for 2 fheriff for Somerfet county, agree-
able to the direGtions of the form of government ; and that Levin Gale, Thomas
Hayward, and Thomas Bruff, Efquires, or any two of them, fhall hold the faid
election, and be judges of the qualifications’ of the voters, and fhall make return
thereof to the governor and the council. - R

III. WHEREAS it‘is uncertain by our conftitution what body has the power

“of determining the validity of the ele@ions for theriffs, B¢ it enafted, That the -

governor for the time being, with the advice of the council, is hereby empower-
ed to judge of and determine the validity of all eleCtions for theriffs, and if it thall
appear that fuch elections have not been made fairly and freely, and agreeable to
the conftitution of this ftate, (hall iffue new writs of election for fheriffs agreeable
to the direGions of the form of government. = )

, ,‘ C H AP XX |
An ACT to punifh certain crimes and mifdemeanors, and to pre-
- vent the growth of toryifm.

‘inhabitants' as are inimical to its freedom and independence, has not
¥ V¥ had the defired effect of reclaiming them from their evil practices, but
ftill purfuing their dark and criminal defigns of enflaving America, they continue
to encourage and promote the operations of our enemies : And whereas every hope
of uniting to the intereft of their country the affeCtions of thefe its unnatural and
implacable enemies is extinguithed, and great difadvantages have arifen, and fill
more dangerous confequences may be apprehended, from a delay of effetual mea~
fures to fupprefs or remove them from the fociety of a free people, conftrained by
oppreflion to declare their independence, and determined at all events to maintain,
the fame-:

WHEREAS the clemency of this ftate, towards fuch of its fubjecs and

I1. 2Be it thevefore enalked, by the general affembly. of Maryland, Fhat if any
fubjeét or inhabitant of this ftate fhall, within or without the fame, and if any
perfon whatever, being an. inhabitant of any qther of the United States, fhall,
within this flate, levy war againft the United States, or.any of them, or fhall ad:
here to any perfon bearing arms; or employed in the fervice of Great-Britain,
againft the United States, or any of them, or fhall afford fuch perfons, or any of
them, any aid or comfort, or fhall give them, or any of them, or any fubjet of
Great-Britain, any intelligence of the warlike preparations or defigns of the Uni-
ted States, or any of them, and. {hall be thereof convifted in the general court of

this flate, -or hall ftand mute; or peremptorily challenge above the number of

twenty of the pannel, fhall be adjudged guilty of treafon againt this ftate, and
thall fuffer death without benefit of clergy, and forfeit all the eftate which he

had.at the time of the commiflion of the crime, to the ufe of this flate; and-the

fevergl icrimes aforefaid thall receive  the fame conftructions that have been given
are enumerated -in the figtute of Edward the gmi,

«commonly called the ftatute of treafons.

111, Gnd be it enatted, That if any fubje-or inhabitant of this flate, having
knowledge of the actual commiffion of any of the crimes aforefaid, above declared
to be treafon, fhall conceal the fame, and fhall not, as foon as conveniently may
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