PROCEEDINGS of CONVENTION.
the addrefs of the general affembly, provided that two thirds of all the members of each houfe concur ia

fuch addrefs. That falaries liberal, but not profufe, dught to be fecured to the chancellor and the judges,

during the continuance of their commiffions, in fuch manner and at fuch time as the legiflature fhall here-
after direlt, upon confideration of the circumftances of this ftatt: No chancellor or judge ought to hold
any other office civil or military, or receive fees or perquifites of any kind; ,

31. That a long continuance in the firft executive departments of power or truft, is dangerous to li-
berty, a rotation therefore in thofe departments is one of the beft fecurities of permanent freedom.

32. That no perfon ought to hold at the fame time more than one office of profit, nor ought any per-
fon in public truft to receive any prefent from any foreign prince, or ftate, or from the United States, or
any of them, without the approbation of this ftate..

33- That asit is the duty of every man to worfhip God in fuch manner as he thinks moft acceptable to
him, all perfons profeffing the chriftian religion are equally entitled to proteftion in their religious liberty,
wherefore no perfon ehight by any law to be molefted in his perfon or eftate on account of his religious
perfuafion or profeffion, or for his religious practice, unlefs under colour of religion any man fhall difturb
the good erder, peace or fafety of the ftate, or thall infringe the laws of morality, or injure others in their
natural, civil or religious rights ; nor ought any perfon to be compelled to frequent or maintain, or con-
tribute, unlefs on contralt, to maintain, any particular place of worthip, or any particular miniftry ; yet
the legiflature may, in their difcretion, lay a general and equal tax for the fupport of the chriftian religi-
on, leaving to each individual the power of appointing :the payment ever of the money colleéted from
him, to the fupport of any particular place of worfhip or minifter, or for the benefit of the poor of his
own denomination, or the poor in general of any particular county ; but the churches, chapels, glebes,
and all other property now belonging to the church of England, ought to remain to the church of Eng-
land for ever. And all ads of aflembly lately pafled for collecting monies for building or repairing
particular churches or chapels of eafe, thall continue in force and be executed, unlefs the legiflature thalt
by a&t fuperfede or repeal the fame ; but no county court fhall affes any quanity of tobacco or fum of
money hereafter, on the application of any veftrymen or churchwardens ; and every incumbent of the
church of England, who hath remained in his parifh and performed his duty, {hall be entitled to receive the

rovifion and fuppert eftablithed by the a&, entitled, An at for the fupport of the clergy of the church of

%ngland in this province, till the November court of this prefent year to be held for the county in which his
partth fhall lie, or partly lie, or for fuch time as he hath remained in his parith and performed his duty.

34. That every gift, fale, or devife of lands, to any minifter, public teacher, or preacher of the gofpel,
as fuch, or to any religious fe, order or denomination, or to or for the fupport, ufe or benefit of, or in truft
for, any minifter, public teacher, or preacher of the goipel, as fuch, or any religious fet, order, or deno-
mination ; and every gift or fale of goods or chattels, to Eo in fucceflion, or to take place after the death
of the feller or donor, to or for fuch fupport, ufe or benefit; and alfo every devife of goods or chattels to,
or to or for the fupport, ufe or benefit of, any minifter, public teacher, or preacher of the gofpel, as fuch,
or any religious {e&t, order or denomination, witheut the leave of the legiflature, thall be void ; except al-
ways any fale, gift, leafe or devife, of any quantity of land not exceeding two acres, for a church, meeting,
or other houfe of worthip, and for a burying ground, which fhall be improved, enjoyed or ufed, only for
fuch purpofe, or fuch fale, gift, leafe or devife, fhall be void.

~35. That no other teft or qualification ou&l;t 6 be required on admiffion to any ofhice of truft or profit,
.than fuch eath of fupport and fidelity to this {tate, and fuch oath of office, as fhall be direted by this con-

vention, or the legiflature of this ftate, and a declaration of a belief in the chriftian religion.

36. . That the manner of adminiftering an oath’ to any perfon ought to be fuch as thofe of the religi-
ous perfuafion, profeffion or denomination of which fuch perfon is one, generally efteem the moft eftectu-
al confirmation, by the atteftation of the Divine Being. ~ And that the people called quakers, thofe cal-
led dunkers, dnd thofe called menonifts, holding it unlawful to take an oath on any occafion, ought to be
allowed to make their folemn affirmation in the manner that quakers have been heretofore allowed to af-
firm, and to be of the fame avail as an oath, in all fuch cafes as the affirmation of quakers hath been al-
lowed and accepted within - this ftate in{t;ead of an oath. And further, on fuch affirmation warrants to
fearch for ftolen goods, or the apprehenfion or commitment of offenders, ought to be granted, or fecu-
rity for the peace awarded ; and quakers, dunkers, or menonifts, ought alfo, on their folemn affirmation

 as aforefaid, to be admitted as witnefles in all criminal cafes not capital.

37. That the city of Annapolis ought to have all its rights, prwxlegqs and benefits, agreeable to its
charter, and the a&ts of affembly confirming and regulating the fame; fubject neverthelefs to fuch altera-
tions as may be made by this convention, or any future legiflature.

38, That the liberty of the-prefs ought to be inviolably preferved.
.39. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the fpirit of a free gevernment, and the principles of com-
merce, ‘and ought not to be fuffered. - .

40. That no title of nobility or hereditary honours ought to be granted in this ftate.

41. That the fibfifting refolves of this and the feveral conventions held for this colony, ought to be in
force as laws, unlefs altered by this convention, or the legiflature of this ftate.

42. That-this declaration of rights, or the form of government to be eftablithed by this convention, or
any part of either of them, ought not to be altered, changed or abolithed, by the legiflature of this ftate,
but in fuch manner as this convention thall prefcribe and direét.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the convention refolved itfelf into 2 committee of the whole, to con-
fider further of the form of government for this ftate ; Mr. T. Wright in the chair. After fome time
fpent therein, Mr. Prefidént refumed the chair, and Mr. Wright reported, that the committee had, ac-
cording to order, taken into confideration the form of government for this ftate, and had come to feveral
tefolutions thereon, which they had direfted him to report, which he read in his place, and afterwards de-
livered them in at the table, wherethey were again read, and are as follow :

The CONSTITUTION and FORM of GOVERNMENT.

1. THA T the legiflature confift of two diftin& branches, 2 fenate, and a houfe of delegates, which
{hall be ftyled. The General Afiembly of Maryland.

2. That the houfe of delegates fhall be chofen in the following manner : All freemen, refidents of this
~ fdre, above twenty~one years of age, ‘having a freehold of fifty acres of land in the county in which they
offer to vote, or.having property-in this ftate above the value of thirty pounds current money, and having
refided in the county'in which they offer to vote one whole year next preceding the eletion, fhall have 3
right of fuffrage in the eleCtion of delegates for f%lcfh county ; and all freemen fo qualified fhall, on I\ﬂfe f(i{zfi
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