487] The English Statutes in Maryland. 23

Lastly, the reader is referred to Mansfield's decision in
the case of Campbell v. Hall® Here the same general prin-
ciples were stated more elaborately in six propositions, which
need not be quoted at length upon the present occasion, as
the time and place of the matter at issue lie too far from the
Hmits described for this paper.

These opinions, judicial decisions. and the authority of
Blackstone suffice to illustrate the legal theory with which we
have to compare the claims put forth by the Maryland col-
onists. With the cases and decisions that come later, and
with the modern classification of the British colonial system,
we are not here concerned.” Ii must be remarked, however,
first, that the opinions we have quoted show a process of
development, and some lack of harmony; second, that while
the principles as to extension which Blackstone lavs down
did, in American courts generally, become the accepted theory
of the transfer of English law,” a different attitude was as-
sumed towards his consideration of the American possessions
as conquered territory ; and thirdly, that as Reinsch has shown,
the legal theory is not universally supported by the actual
facts in the legal history of the colonies”

As we have not undertaken any hut the barest statement of
this legal theorv. so our reference to the experiences of ather
colonies must be of the bricfest. While in every group of
colonies incidents turned upon or called in guestion the
same points as the Marvland controversy. and although no

21 Cowper, 204. Sece also the pamphlet mentioned above, p. 18
n 1.
¥ For a general discussion of the later development of the theory
see Burge W, Commentarics on Colonial and Forelgn Laws Gen-
erally, and in their conflict with each other ard with the Law of
England. London, 1838. Here will be found the story of the pro-
clamations of 1763—the Grenada judgment, ete. For Canada and
the Quchec Case, sce also Coffin. The Province of (uehern and the
early American Revolution. See also Egerton, H. I A Short Hie-
tory of English Colonial Policy, ch. 1v.

*Van Ness v. Packard, 2z Pet. 137

* Reinsch: English Commen Law in the Early Amcrican Col-
onics, passii.




