18054 ' LAWS OF MARYLAND.

cHAP. A6, CHAP. LXVI. , 4
i A Act, entitled, An additional supplement to an act,(a) entitfed, Hw
Bassed Jan 251806 qof pelating to Negroes, and to repeal the JActs of JAssembly thevein
mentioned. Lib. TH: No. 1, fol. 87,
(2) 1796, ch. 67, See 1804, ch. 90, and the acts there referred to.

Preamble. WHEREAS great mischicfs have arisen from staves coming into
possession of the certificates of free negroes, by running away and
passing as frequgimgs : the faith of such certificates: And whereas:
it has been found Trom eXperience, that the manner of granting cer-
tificates of freedom is not sufficient to prevent the evils felt by slaves

coming into possession of such certificates; for remedy whereof,
procertifentesof 9, Br o ENACTED, by the General Assembly of Marytand, That
granted only by from and after the first day of June next, it shall not be lawful for
eounty courts and ANY " Person or persons, except the clerks of the county courts in the
e ot s several counties in this state, or register of wills, where any
ety negro or negroes have been freed by last will and testament, to
# thereot, grant certificates of freedom to any free negro or negroes(b), and
the said clerks and registers are hereby enjoined; when calied upon
by any negro entitled to freedom, residing in, or belonging to, their
Tespegtive counties, for a certificate thereof, to grant the same un-
der the seal of their respective offices, and to set forth therein the
height, age, complexion, the time when such negro became free,
the place where he or she, as the case may be, wis raised, and such
mark or marks as may appear to such clerk or register to be nota-
Lle in such negro, so applying for his or her certificate of freeduoin
as aforesaid; and 'the said clerk or register shall keep a registry of
each and cvery certificate granted by them, or either of them, to

any negro or negrocs to whom such certificate have been granted,
(b) See 1807, ¢h. 164, which dire- ts that no negro shalf receive a certificate of
freedom except from the clerk or register of wills of the county where the deed
of manumission or will is reco:ded

Penalty on per- 3, AND BE IT ENACTED, That if any person or persons, othep
oy et than the clerks or registers as aforesaid of the several counties in
B e, this state, shall give or grant any certificate of freedom to any
Tor ranting sbow, NCSTO o negroes, he, she or they, shall, upon an indictment, and
improperlyy being found guilty thereof, either by confession or verdict of a jury,.
forfeit and pay not exceeding five hundred dellars for each and

every offence, to he applied to the use of the county where such

person shall reside; and if any clerk or register in any county in

this state shall grant a certificate of freedom to any negro or ne-
groes not_entitled to freedom, knowing such negro or néegroes not -

to be entitled to freedom, or to any free negro or free negroes, ex-

cept such as belong to, or were manumitted or freed according to

the laws of this state, in his or their respective counties, shail, upe

on an indictment and conviction thereof, forfeit and pay not cxe

ceeding five hundyed dollars for each and every offence, to be ap-
plied as aforesaid, : '

Asceondeertii- 4, AND BE IT ENACTED, That it shall not be lawful for any
pramied except on clerk or register of any county in this state to grant a certificate of
Shwne o Bt freedom to any negro manumitted or freed as aforesaid who has
once obtained a certificate of his or her freedom of such clerk or

register, unless such negro applying for the same shall make oath,

or prove by some credible and disinterested wi'ness, that he or she,

as the case may be, has lost the former certificate of bis or her

{reedom, granted as aforesaid; and it shall be the duty of the saig




