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Nev 179, APPENDIX.~—CHANCERY LAWS,
CurAP, 114, CHAP. OXTV,

S iAol velalice to Proceedings in the Court of Chancery and Land-
TesedJan 201798 Gffices, and to the Real Estales of Persons dying intestate. Lib,
JG. No. 2, fol, 765,
Proqntle. WHEREAS the late act to dircct descents® hath rendered it in
T maby cases diflicult, on account of the great number of heirs, to
obtain such decree against heirs as might be obtained against the
ancestor if alive;

Onay bl ieg, 20 DR IT ENACTER, by the General Assembly of Maryland, That
;l'flﬁ}i‘l’ifac'ﬁ"gc. on any bill in the court "of chancery filed, or to be filed, against
" ihe heirs of any person deceased, the chancellor, at his discretion,
iy, on the appearance of such person or persons as would have
been sale hLeir op only heirs in case the said act had not been made,
pass an order, to be published in some convenient news-paper al
least three weeks suceessively, giving notice of the substance and
object of the bill, and appointing a day, not less than four months
subsequent to the publication, for ecach of the heirs to appear and
shew cause whercfure a decree should not [ass, as prayed; and
on proof to the chancellor’s satislaction of the duc publication, the
suit may be carried on between the complaivant and the defendant
appeaving as aforesaid, and any other heirs or heiy appearing in
consequence of the notice, and there may be the same decree, and
it shall have the same effect, as if the heirs of the person deceased
had appearved and defended the suit; provided nevertheless, that the
answer of the heir or beirs appearing shall not operate against any
absent heir, otherwise than if such absent heip had appeared, and
defended the suit, but the chancellor, on application of the com-
Plainant, may, at discretion, cither tako the bill pro confesso as to
all ahsent heirs of the deceased, or direct a commission to issue
for taking depositions ex parte, and receive such proof as he way
think proper; provided also, that if any heir of the deceased shall,
in person or by a solicitor, appear in court at any time before a
decree shall be passed, and shall, on or before the fourth day of the
subsequent term, put in 2 good and sufficient answer to each inter-
rogatory stated in the Lill, or a good plea or demurver to the same,
the proceedings shall thereafter be the same as if such heir had
regularly appeared to a summons; and i€ at any time within nine
months aficr a decree passed without his appearance, any heir
shkall appear, and file a petition, praying the chancellor to set aside
the decree, and likewisc answer, plead or demar as aforesaid, the
chancellor shall accordingly annul the decree 2s to such heir, and
there shall be the same proceedings for the purpose of deciding the
cause on its merits, as it the said heir had regularly appeared Lo w

summons, '
wn 8. AND BE IT ENACTED, That in case a subpena to a bill in
“chancery shall be regularly returned noa est by the sheriff' of any
county within this state where the defendant shall be known, or
generally supposed to reside, and the chancellor shall be satisfied,
by tire allidavit of some indifferent person or persons, of the said
known or supposed residence, and of the defendant’s havir g avoid-
ed, or kept out of the way of the sheriff, or evaded the service of
the subpeaa, the chancellor, on motion, may direct publication to
be given in some news-paper convenient to the known or supposed
residence of the defendant, at least three weeks successively, of




