LEVIN WINDER, ESQUIRE, GOVERNOR. wov. 1812;

CHAP. LVIIL. CHAR. 57,
An dct to prevent Trespasses in Mlegany County. Lib, TH. No, 3, ‘ot
- fol. 588. Passed Dee. &

A Supplement, 1816, ch. 215, See 1804, ch. 92 )

WHEREAS it hath been represented to this general assembly, that preamue,
divers persuns, not citizens of this state, are in the habit of bring-
ing large numbers of cattle, horses and hogs, into the upper part
‘of Allegany county, and there leaving them to graze and pasture
during the summer season, to the great injury and annoyance of
the settlers and citizens, thereby retarding the improvement and
progress of said county; and it being the duty of the state to pro-
tect its citizens and encourage the settlement of its vacant lands,
therefore, '

1. Be 1T ENACTED, by the General Assembly of Mariland, That Penalty on persons
from and after the first day of March next, it shall not be lawful Hf-’iv;‘.'fg'ﬁ;:\z.]xﬂf -
for any person, not an inhabitant of Allegany county, to drive or s hovses. ik, th
keep, or causc to be driven or kept, in said county, any horses, «"'¥
cattle or hogs, and there suffer them to remain and run at large;
and if any horse, cattle or hog, shall be found going and running
at large therein for the space of two wecks, countrary to the provi-
sions of this act, it shall and may be lawful for any person or per-
sons(a) to impound the same, and such person or persons shall im-
mediately give notice, by advertisement set up at two of the most
public places of the hundred in which the said horse, cattle or hog,
may be impounded, describing thehorse, cattle or hog, so impound-
ed, and if the owner or owners shall not within ten days thereaflter-
prove his, her, or their property therein, and make compensation
for the injury, (if any,) which may have been sustained by any
inhabitants of said county, to be ascertained by any two disinterest-
ed persons, inhabitants as aforesaid, and shall not pay for every
horse, bull, steer, cow, heifer or hog, the sum of twelve and a half
cents for every day it shall be impounded, it shall and may be law-
ful for the person or persons so impounding as aforesaid, to sell or
dispcse of the same at public sale, the moncy arising from such
stle to be applied to the payment of the damages sustained by any
inhabitant as aforesaid, and the allowance for impounding as afore-
said, the balance to be paid to the owner when demanded; or it may
be lawfal for any person or persons whatsoever, who may feel him-
self or themselves aggrieved, to drive, dog, or in any manucr force
and compel the same without the limits of said county. B

(2) By 1816, ch, 215, may apply to a justice of the peace, &ec.

2. PROVIDED NEVERTHELESS, AND BE IT ENACTED, That the wot o extend w
provisions of this act shall not extend to, or affect any person not jgeh sehoid lauds,
an inhabitant of said county, who may actually hold in his own
right, or in the right of his wife, a tract of land not less than fifty
acres, and on which there shall be a settlement-and improvement
where a tenant shall constantly reside, and himself occasionally.

3. AND Be IT ENACTED, That if any person or persons shall persuns sued w0
be sued or impleaded for any thing done in pursnance of this act, Ehisscem
he may plead the general issue, and give this act and the special
matter in evidence, and if the plaintiff shall be nonsuit™ or discon-

" tinue his action, he shall pay costs and such damages to the defend.
ant or defendants ‘as the court shall adjudge.



