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mess of these opposite opinions, in reference to the right of
appeal to the Supreme Court.

Nor is it necessary that the undersigned should, in any
manner, discuss the judgment of the Court of Appeals, de-
claring that the Actx in question, requiring the Baltimore
and Ghio Railroad Company to jay into the Treasury of the
State one-fitth of the gross cums received for the transporta-
tion of passengers on the Washingten Branch Road, consti-
tute a valid e¢xercise of power.  The judgment of the Court
of Apyeals must stand as the law of this State until it is
reversed by the Supreme Court of the United States.

But, if the undeulgmd has correctly understood the opin-
fous of bis fellow Scnators. the gv estien atissuz, is'notin fact,
determined by the judgment of the Court of Appea]s even if
that judgment were conclusive in law,

The purpoge of the Legislature in passing the Act of 1870,
chapter 476, relating to the creation and regulation of Rail-
way Cemyanics in the State of Maryland, was to provide a
systim under which corparations, formed after that date,
for the purpose of cor strueting 1ailways in this State, should
possess equal powers and enjoy equal privileges.

The Legislatore had manifested its parpose to pursue this
eourse of literal dealing, by granting, prior to this period,
many special charters to Railroad Companies. Although
largely imterested in the Baltimore and Ohio Bailroad Com-
pany, and in the Washiogton Bianch of that road, it had
not hesitated to incorporate the Baltimore and Potomac Rail-
road Company, by the Act of 1853, chapter 194, or to make
that charter effective by the Acts of 1860, chapter 71, and by
the Act of 1870, chapter 80; althongh the road, thus autho-
rized, was in fact a route which would be, when completed,
an active competition for trade »nd travel with the Washing-
ton Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company.

The undersigned is well assured that he represents the opin-
ton of the people of this State; and he believes the judgment
of the Senate, when he says that there is no wish or purpose to
place the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company at a disad-
vantage, or to'impose upon it conditions or burdens, not borne
by other Railway Companies in this State, enJO)mg in all
respects equal privileges and immunities,

The undersigned, therefore, assumes little, when he says
that he believes it to be the judgment of this Senate, that the
Baltimore and Ohio Bailroad Compauy ought to be released
from the payment into the U'reasury ot the Siate of one-iitth
of the gross sum received by it for the transporiation of pas-
sengers on the W aslun('tou Branch Road, whenever the Balti-



