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for our copsiderstion, thiere was, o, diiyrencs of apinion in
the Ugmimitfee. . In Mgbf”ésﬂ?ﬁﬁ?? -%%%@%iqg? fo'en-
fotoo tho_demaids of tho Steth SRAINE ths Compeny, the
Committee glso;gg:‘qe;%as\ to ivlga}:ﬁ}ou],q be' the character of
‘those procegedings. .. u't,',g erkaining the; opinion ' that the-
public vmteres,ts:teaui},‘sg‘,&i é;%%t‘_ggp‘tian; for ‘the questions
at issue, we have appended two gther resolutions setting forth
our views in this respect. - It will be perceived that theReso-
lution reported hy the Honorable Chairman of the Committee
on Ways and Means, contemplates simply a proceeding at
law or in equity, presents no alternative proposition to the
Company excépt an ‘sbandenmétit -wnd' wilidrawal of its
claiins, and a qoﬁ liance with the dbmands of the State,—
suggosts and pr Fﬂé’s for 'tio- othét ‘solutitn of the questions.
‘at 1ssite,

We are, ill of us, aware of the pretracted -delays, the enor-
mous expense, and the great uncertainties which attend pro-
ceedings either at 1aw on in equity, when; great inferests are
involved. ‘If a décision should nally:ba obtained adverse to
the demands of thé State, it wbould probably invelve the loss
of all that we are contending for, and fail to vindicate the
honor and diguity of the Btate, for. it. would ' thereby be
proved that the:State had been in the,wrong. A proeesding
either at law or in equity, fails to. relieve the necessities of

“the Btute Treasury,. for it lirings no money until various
Courts have 'béen ;gone through and a fipal decision arrived
at. 'In the meantitme, the duestions: at, igsue are unsettled,
and the State is placed in the embakrassing position of claim-
ing of, and forcing on, the: Bailroad Company, the callection
of money, where the State may have no constitutignal right to-
'do 80, either under the Constitution of the United States or
that of the State. Afid the Cdipany'is ‘placed in the like
position, in being cpmgght;@ to make the ‘éptlections in order

“to méet the demands of thie State, shotild the'decisions of the-

Courts be ultimate]y against the pretensions of the Company

_and in favor of ﬂhe'gtute,{gud_’is’pt ‘the same time exposed to
the odium naturally springing ‘out of ‘thé dpinion and belief,.
entertained by many 'of 'é'ur‘%elljowéqitizeﬁﬂs,bf othier Btates,.
who look upon the'Company as the tax-ghtherer of the State,
‘of an imposition unjustly and uttconstitutionally laid on the
traveling public for the support ¢f the governmeént of ‘the State
‘of Maryland. In adgition to all this, ‘while this money is.
being collected, we are ‘daily inviting proposals to “be ‘made
to and efforts to be miade in. Cangrdss for competing wir lines.
and for the enactmeht "of :Iaws by Congress interfering ‘with
our State action and, legislation. We aldo ackndwledge an
equitable claimon the part. of a Company which ‘has done-
and is doing so much to build up the greatness and pros-



