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(Chapter 356, Acts of 1937). This led to the Susquehanna and Potomac River Bridges, the Baltimore
Harbor Tunnel, and the Chesapeake Bay Bridge.

Atrports. Although possibly the first recorded manned flight occurred over Baltimore in a balioon in 1784,
Maryland did not pass its Uniform State Law for Aeronautics until 1927 (Chapter 637, Acts of 1927), followed
by the creation of the State Aviation Commission in 1929 (Chapter 318, Acts of 1929). The Commission licensed
aviators and airships, set air traffic rules, regulated the construction and operation of airfields, and otherwise
conformed to federal regulations. The Commission became an Administration in 1970 when the Department of
Transportation was formed and in 1972 took over operation of Friendship International Airport (now BWT)
after its purchase by the State. The Administration at that time went from three employees to over two hundred.

Port of Baltimore. As Baltimore grew into a city during the Revolutionary War, the Port of Baltimore
became a center for the trade with the West Indies that supported the war effort. Wardens of the Port were
authorized in 1783 to oversee construction of wharves, clear waterways, and collect duties from vessels
entering and clearing the port (Chapter 24, Acts of 1783). By the 1780s, Baltimore began to trade with
China and, during the nineteenth century, Baltimore clipper ships sped around the world and developed
a particularly lucrative trade with South America.

'Although Baltimore was a port long before it was a city, the State delayed its role in port development
until 1827. Then the Governor began annually to appoint State wharfingers to take charge of State-owned
or leased docks, particularly those adjacent to the State Tobacco Warehouse. Yet, considerable time elapsed
before Maryland had a State agency to oversee port operations. The Maryland Port Authority assumed
that role in 1956 (Chapter 2, Acts of Special Session of 1956). The Authority’s prime concern was to keep
the port competitive by improving and modernizing its facilities and by promoting it worldwide. The
Authority was replaced by the Maryland Port Administration in 1970.

Public Transportation. Another twentieth century concern was the development of public transporta-
tion, or mass transit. As metropolitan areas grew, private companies were not adequate to the task. The
Baltimore Metropolitan Area Mass Transit Legislative Commission studied the problem and recommended
creation of the Mass Transit Administration in 1969 (Chapter 766, Acts of 1961; Chapter 160, 1969). In
1992, the Mass Transit Administration also assumed functions of the State Railroad Administration.
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Secretary of Transportation and Department ad-
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