Judiciary/517

CIRCUIT COURTS

The Circuit Courts are the highest common law and equity courts of record exercising original
jurisdiction within Maryland. Each has full common law and equity powers and jurisdiction in all civil and
criminal cases within its county, and all the additional powers and jurisdiction conferred by the Constitution
and by law; except where jurisdiction has been limited or conferred exclusively upon another tribunal by
law (Code Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, sec. 1-501).

The Circuit Court is a trial court of general jurisdicton. Its jurisdiction is very broad but generally
covers major civil cases and more serious criminal matters. Circuit Courts also may decide appeals from
the District Court and certain administrative agencies. These courts are grouped into eight geographical
circuits: the first seven circuits each contain two or more counties; the eighth consists of Baltimore City.

Presently, there are 116 Circuit Court judges, with at least one judge for each county Unlike other
Maryland courts, the Circuit Court has no chief judge. Instead, eight circuit administrative judges perform
administrative duties in each of their respective circuits. Appointed by the chief judge of the Court of
Appeals, circuit administrative judges are aided by county administrative judges. Within each circuir, the
judge who has served longest on the court is designated chief judge of the circuit.

Each Circuit Court judge is appointed by the Governor and then must stand for election. The judge’s
name is placed on the ballot in the first general election that occurs at least one year following the vacancy
the judge was appointed to fill. The judge may be formally opposed by one or more qualified members of
the bar, with the successful candidate being elected to a fifteen-year term (Const., Art. IV, secs. 19-26).
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