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The Maryland Automobile Insurance Fund
(MAIF) was created by Chapter 73, Acts of 1972,
to replace the Maryland Automobile Insurance
Plan and the Unsatisfied Claim and Judgment
Fund (UCIJF).

The MAIF performs two basic functions: first, it
assumed the role of the former UCJF and process-
es and pays claims against uninsured motorists;
and second, it sells automobile liability insurance
to Marylanders who have been rejected by at least
two private insurers or who have had their auto-
mobile lability insurance cancelled or non-re-
newed for any reason other than non-payment of
premiums. With respect to the second function,
MAIF acts as any private insurance company and
is subject to regulation by the Insurance Commis-
sioner.

Every owner of a motor vehicle registered in
Maryland must maintain the basic required prima-
ry coverage of $20,000/$40,000 bodily injury,
$10,000 property damage, and $2,500 economic
loss coverage. Such compulsory insurance is in-
tended to reduce substantially the number of
uninsured claims. However, it is not expected that
they will disappear completely. There will be hit
and run accidents, out-of-state uninsured drivers,
and Marylanders who will not comply with the
law. For that reason the UCJF function has been
retained.
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The MAIF receives no general funds from the
State and its assets are not part of the State
Treasury. Present assets of the MAIF are derived
from four sources: 1. Monies collected from premi-
ums and earnings from investments (Code 1957,
Art. 48A, secs. 243-243L); 2. assessments, when
required, levied against all automobile insurers
(Chapter 241, Acts of 1976, Chapter 364, Acts of
1978; Chapter 577, Acts of 1983); 3. funds recov-
ered from uninsured motorists by the Uninsured
Division; and 4. penalties imposed by the Motor
Vehicle Administration against uninsured motor-
ists (Chapter 291, Acts of 1975, as amended by
Chapter 499, Acts of 1976; Chapter 346, Acts of
1978).

The Fund is governed by an eleven-member
Board of Trustees with the Executive Director of
the Maryland Automobile Insurance Fund serving
ex officio. Five members of the Board are ap-
pointed by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Senate and serve at his pleasure.
Five members are appointed by the Board of
Directors of the Industry Automobile Insurance
Association (Code 1957, Art. 48A, sec. 243M).
The chairperson is selected by the Board, and must
alternate between industry and government ap-
pointees. The Board advises the Executive Director
with respect to his exercise of the powers and
duties conferred on him and formulates policy for
the Fund.

Appointed by the Board of Trustees, the Execu-
tive Director is the administrative head of MAIF
and its chief executive officer. He is responsible for
the exercise of all duties conferred on the Fund,
except those reserved to the Board of Trustees.
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The Blind Industries and Services of Maryland,
established by Chapter 566, Acts of 1908, adopted
its present name in 1973 (Chapter 164, Acts of



