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The State Board of Health and Mental Hygiene is responsible for
the health interests of the people of the State and the provision of
adequate health services in accordance with such interests.

The policies of the Department of Mental Hygiene and the Depart-
ment of Health are governed by the State Board of Health and
Mental Hygiene which has broad and inclusive powers over both
health and mental hygiene. This Board, established by Chapter 841,
Acts of 1961, is composed of twelve members appointed by the Gov-
ernor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, for six-year terms.
Five of the members must be physicians, of whom two are psychi-
atrists, Each of the remaining members must be qualified in one of
the following fields: hospital administration, public administration,
nursing, pharmacy, radiation contrel, sanitary engineering, nursing
home administration and management and dentistry. No Board mem-
ber may serve more than two full terms. The Board elects its own
officers biennially. Under the terms of the reorganization Act, the new
Board replaces the State Board of Health, the Mental Hygiene Ad-
visory Board, and the Mental Hygiene Board of Review (Code 1957,
1965 Repl. Vol., 1967 Supp., Art. 43, secs. 1A-1G).
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The State Department of Health, originally established by Chapter
200, Acts of 1874, is governed by the State Board of Health and Mental
Hygiene. The Department is directed by a Commissioner, who is
appointed by the Governor upon the recommendation of the State
Board of Health and Mental Hygiene. He must be an experienced
physician skilled in public health and certified by the American Board



