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; PE ACE, in cfle&, (faith'M.Fitzb.) is the Amity, Confidence , and Ficz. Juft, |

-6 H_is Record (or Teftimony)in fome cafes is of as great force as Indict-
ment upon th: Oarhof Twelve men, and in fome other cafes of greater
force than an Inditment.  Sce hercof #ir. ‘Force , High ways, Peace and
Riot. :

“ 7. He olfo may make out Procefs upon Indictments, or Informations
againft QOffenders,&c. yea.and that out of their Seflicns, (in fome caftcs)

_ as you may fce hereafter, it Procefs. . y

‘.

Grear caufe therefore havethe Juftices of Peace to take heed that they
abufe not-this their credit and authority, cither tothe oppreffing of the
Subjeét, by making untruc Records, or defrauding of the King , by fup-
prefling the truc Record. A .

By the Statute of 12 R. 2. cap, 10. there fhould be but Six Juftices of The uex
Peace (in every Commiffion of the Peace) with the Juftices of Affize. ter
- Aficr, by the Stat.14 Racap.1r. it was ordained, That there fhouldbe -
Eight Juftices of Peace affigned, befides the Lords. L
- And two Lawyers (at leaft) fhall be affigned in every County ,_to hear
and determine Felonigs and Trefpafles donc againft the Peace, 18 E.3.cap.2.

34 E.3.0ap.1,88 17 Ra.cap.10. _
" Alfo Juftices of Peacc ought to be refiant and dwelling within the fame

Ccanty,(cxcept Lords and Judges,&c,) 2 /5.cap.q. & 2 H.5.Stat.2. cap.x.

CHAP I
Peace.

}

fP,13.

Quiet that is between men ; and- he that breaketh this Amity or Quiet, °
.

_ breaketh the Peace.

Yet Peace (inour Law) moft commonly is taken for an abftinence from
actual and injurious Force, and offer of Violence; and fo is rather a re-
{training of hands, than an uniting of minds. Andfor the maintenance of
this Peace chicfly were the Juftices of Peace firft made. -

* The Breachof this Peace feemeth to be any injurious Force or Violence
moved againft the Perfon of another, his Goods, Lands, or other Pofle(fi-
ons, whether it be by threatning words, or by furious gefture, or force of
the body, or any other force ufed in terrorem. _ ,

The Officcof the Juftices of Peace is principally to be excrcifed ‘to |

““the keeping of the Peace, and fupprefling of and bringing to punifhment

* perfons ufing fuch injurious and unlawful Force or Violence. And yet

~ (the.Commiffion of the Peace being pro bono Pacis, ac-pro confervatione

ejufdem, & pro quieto regimine & gubernatione populi,)1 fec not why the

. Juftices of Peace fhould bereitrained from preventing and. reprefling fuch

other Offences, Misbehaviours and Deceits as may break the Amity,Quict
and’ good Government of the Pcople , and .whereof Difcords, and fo
Breaches of the Pcace do often arife, (though therc appear ncither Force
nor Violcrice in the Offence it felf:) asLibellings , Cozenages, and fuch
other offenccs. Fide tit. Good Behavioar. Larch,
.But itis no part of the Office of the Juftice of Peace to forbid lawful P4% .
Suits; albeit they fhall do well to be Mediators ‘of Peace in fuch Suits
and Controverfies as fhall arifé among their Neighbours.Neither fhall any
‘man be punifhed for fuingany Writ in the King’s Courts, foit cco de Droit

ou de Torr. CoL.61. * -

§.1

Conferva-
tion of
Peace,

.~ The Confervation of this Peace ‘(and thercin the Care of the Juftice of
- Peace) confifteth- in theee things, viz. -
. : ' . In




