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 Fuptices of the Peace: - C,hap.-z’

- Laws, but interpreting the Law, (and that according to the true fenfe thereof,

 and after deliberate confultation,) remembring that their Office is jus dicercy

Inall can'es doubtfal. firft toconfider of the matter, to confult, and then toJV%- 193

dnd not jus darc. : e e
¢ According to this laft alfo is the Rule giverin the Book of Fudges, fc.

" “give Semtence: * Which Sentence muft be agreeable to the merits of

¢ for the Truth and in the Truth.

¢ the Caufe and Crime, elfe it'iss not equal. S
“Yea, God himfelf hath given us Preeedents of fuch, deliberate pro-

‘ . 2 Q - .2 Gen3.s,
« ceedings; as you may fee in Genefis, chap. 3. ver. ,8’@"" and chap: 18. 9:’: _

“ verf21. .
“Thefe are worthy Dire@ions for -all Juftices of Peace, and other Ma-

© ¢ giftrates, that they carry themfelves in their places upriglrtly and in-

« differently , not uttering their own concgits ; nor upon t fudden to
“-overrule ghings; bur after deliberate, confideration and confultation,then
“ o procead tdexecute the Authoricy committed to them. .~ -
“ Now there be.four effential properties required in Magiftrates and .
¢ Juftices, viz. . : o ‘ R
1. “ They muft be men of Ability of Body and Eftate, and of Courage

2. They muft be men Fearing God ; not fecking the place for Hohour' :

 * or Commodity, nor refpecting perfons, but the Caufe.

3. ¢ They muft be Men dealing truly, fearching out all the Trutl, and

"¢ hating Covetoufnefs.
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- 4. “They muft judge the people at all feafons , ufing all diligence in
 hearing and ending Caufés ; ‘and not to negleét the publick, for private
‘ employments, or eafe. See Exodus 18.21, 22. and 66 29.12,ad 17. For
¢ they bear not the Sword in vain, Rom.13.4. . n o

the exccution of divers things comprehended within their Commiffion,
and within divers Statutes committed to their charge. ’ : .
Now, firft, that ghe Juftices of Peace are Judges of Record , (yea, that
every Juftice of Peace by himfelf is a Judge of Recoid , and one upon.
whofe lolc Réport and Teftimony the Law repofeth it felf very much).
appearesh moré plainly, if you obferve thefe things following: .
1. He is made under the Grear Scal of En_;lanz?, which is a matter of

~ Record. .

La6-94.
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2. Every Juftice of Peace hath Judicial power given unto him by the
CommifTion, /c. in the firft Afignavimus. R o

3.Alfo by fome Sratutes they have Judicial power givcn them; forthey -
may makea Record of a Force by them viewed, and may thereupon fine

‘and imprifon the Offenders;yca,one Juftice of Peacein fome cafts;may alfo

hear and determine Offences, and punilh an Offender as convict upon his
own View, or-upon the Confeffion of the Offender, or upon Examination
and Proof of Witnefles. Vide Tit, Forcible entry hearand determine. - -
*.. His Warrant (though it be beyond his Authprity) is not difputable ..
by the Conftable, orother inferior Minifter, but muft be obeyed and exe-
cured by them. But this muft be ‘underftood when the Juftice of Peace
hath Jurifdiction of the Caufe,for or concerning which he hach granted his
Warrant; for otherwife the Conftable , . or other Officer exccuting their

"Warrant, feemeth to be punifhable, notwithftanding the Juftices Wgrtant.,

VidtitWarrants. . .

of Record, and which none can do but a Judge of Record. See Br.Recog
8, & 14 . - - 6. His

-

. . . o - y h . i .".
. Juftices of Peace are Judges of Record, appointed by the King to be}:,,'-;','f,’,:,,
Jufticés within certain Limits for the Confervation of the Peace , and for Defnision,

5. He may take a Recognizance B the Peace,&c.) Which-is a matter




