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Seffons: CH A P. CLXXXV.

¢ HE Seffions of the peace are a Court of Record holden before . 1.
<. R twoor more Juftices of the peace, whereofone is of the Quornm, Dicription

- ¢ for execution of the Authority given them by Commiffion of the peace,
< and certain Statutes and Ads of Parliament. -

¢ 4 6r 6,: and thofe for the moft part Men of Law, they thoughe it bur-

2. ¢ The Seffions of the peace were anciently uncertain and undeter- §. 2.

‘ ¢ mined a5 to the times, for that fo few perfons being in Comimiffion, as T

¢ thenfom to attend 3 and therefore 36 E. 3. 12. a Law was made, that .
<in the Commiffion of the peace exprefs mention fhould be made,that the'
“ faid Juftices make their Seffions four timesin the year, viz. one Seffions

. ¢ within one week after the Epiphany 5 the fecond within the (econd week

‘ ¢ of Lent , -the third between the Feafts of Pentecoft and St. Fobr Bz}};](_iﬂa

h ¢ the fourth within eight days of St. Michael. But that courfe proving in-

1 < convenient, by the Statute of 12 R 2. c. 10. it is ordained, '.

3. ¢ The Juftices fhall hold their Seffions in every Quarter of the year
¢ at leaft, and that by 3 days at the leaft, upon pain to be punithed by
¢ the difcretion of the Kings Council. And becaufe thofe times werc un-
¢ certain, it is ordained, : '

4. © By the Statute of 2 H. 5. 4. the Juftices of peace fhall make their
¢ Seffions four times in the year, wiz. in the firlt week after the Fealt of
¢ St. Michacl, the firft' week after the Epiphany, the firft weck after the

< clofe of Eaffer, and the firft week after the Tranflation of St. Thomas

¢ the Martyr 5 and more often if need be. And becaufe the penalty and

¢ danger of every Juftice in Commiflion for not appearing there was by

- ¢ the faid Statute of 12 R.2. c. 10. to be punithed at the difcretion of the

. *Kings. Council, the Juftices of the one Bench and the other, aid Ser-

< jeants, were exempted- herefrom by the faid Statute,-as alfo by the faid
‘¢ Statute of 2 H. 5. 4. : v L

5. ‘But in as much as the Kings Court fitting in th&Te{m time did

* frequently call before them the Inhabitants of the County of Middlefex,

“cand thereby moft of the bufincfs”in that County was difpatched, and
< yet the Jultices of peace were compelled to hold their Seffions four times

’ < in the year, to avoid penaltics of former Statutes. By the Statute of 14
~¢H. 6. c. 4. it is provided that the Juftices of peace in Middlefex be dif-

¢ charged of thefe Penalties, provided they held theirSe(fiions twice a

¢ year, and oftner if need be, for Forcible Entries or Riots. But it

¢ feemeth the Juftices of peace may yet hold their Seflions four times in

. <the year ifthey fee caufe, as formerly they might have done : and if

¢ they do hold them but twice a year, yet thofe -times they hold them

' . ¢ar, muft be fome of the times mentiouned in the Statute of 2 H.5. 4.
~ <for they are fuch times as were judged moft convenient for. the eafe of

, < the Subject. _ Y o
. \jce more touching the times of thefe SefGiorfs before, ca.a. feif.4.

. YAsto the place, there is no determination thereof by any Statuté §.
Law.: but certain it is, they muft be holden in fome place within the P
.¢County for which they are holden, for that the Juftices of peace their
¢ Authority is fo circumfcribed. . And -therefore if the King (hall make
¢ a place within a County of it {clf, and give them all priviledges of Ju-

¢ ri{didtion, it will not be fafe for the Juftices of the am_:@t County to

¢ hold their Scflions there, unlefs the King by. his Letters Patents referve

¢ fuch
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