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T .may cafily and manifefily appear toall fuch as have been converfant -

in our Chronicles; how pernicious and dangerous to this Kingdom, =~~~ .
unlawful Affemblies have been in all precedent ages, yea, fuch as at the -
firft were very fmall, and began upon very fmall occafion yet not being = -
reprefled in time, grew to fuch greatnefsand height, that they afterwards .

© putin hazard the State and Government of this' Land. - And therefore

it is behoveful and good wifdom for all Juftices of Peace, to indeavour

" by all good means to quench the beginnings and firlt fparkr of fach A€ ..o

femblies, as knowing,that for want of timely reftraint, they may {oon grow

tothe like danger again,  ©_© . oL

" Now for the better-fuppreffing of fuch unlawful Affemblies, and part-"

ly. for the better inabling of the Juftices of Peace therein,there were three™

Statutes devifed and provided fpecially by the wildom'of the Realm, and =

are remaining yet in force 5 That is-to fay, The Statute of 13 H 4.7.

2aH5.8. &19H.7.13. T
The Statute of 13 H. 4. authorifing, nay upon a great penalty injoyn- .y . -

ing the Juftices of Peace ( together with the Sheriff ) to arreft, remove cipers

and puoith the offenders, e e
'But for that the aforefaid Statute gave no remedy tothe party grieved; a i 5.4

if the Juftice of Peace or Sheriff fhould make defaults as allo for the

better ftirring up of the Juftices in this bufinefs, the. Statute.of 2. H.'3: -
was made, authorifing the Lord Chancellor of England (at the inftance - -~
of the party grieved ) to grant a Commiffion, to, inquire of the defaults .
‘of the two next Juftices of Peace'and Sheriff, in not executing of -the S
aforefaid Statute of 13 H. 4. And withal providing, how the: charges of
the Juftices, fpent about the fupprefling and inquiry of fuch Riots, fhould = -
be born ; and alfo- limiting what punifbment, as well the offenders at-
tainted of fuch Riots, as alfo all fuch as fhould not bé ready to affift ‘and

 aid the faid Jufkice to reprefs fuch Rioters, fhould fuffer.

And laftly, for that the two former Statutes did not e’xfiafél‘s'bf what

' fufficiency the Jurors impannelled to’ enquire of Riots, fhould be 5 mor

Therefore the Statute 19 H.'7. was made:.  But fo much of thefe things.

_ lofe, if they appeared .not 5 *nor any certain pu-

nifhment wasinfliGted upon‘the maintaigers or imbracers of fuch Jurors:

what Iffues they fhould _.
s9H3

as concern the Jultices of peace, do appear moré particularly here before: -~
Aundtherefore now-I will proceed in this bufinefs. PR
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_Firfs, What fball be faid t5°be a Rit, ‘Rout or unlawoful Affembly, within
the.meaning of shefe Statules... CI-IIA P. CXXXVL:@ :“ -

¢ A N uglawfut Affembly, |Riot o Biout; is where three or more fhall Betors

< < gather together; comg or;meet in pne place, todo fome uplawful Gromp.6s

<38 with violence, and that unlawfplaGympft be Malumin fe.and not Ma- ™ o5

¢ Juzy probibitum. Aswhenithree pesfonsor,more, fball come and aflemble -

themfelves together, to the intent, to do any tnlawful a&, with forédor -

violence again(t the perfon of another, his poffeffions o Goods. “Asto

“kill, beat or otherways to hurt, or to imprifon a Mans ‘to pull down a -

]

. Houfe, Wall, Pale, Hedge or Ditch 5 wrongfully to enter upon, or into

" anothex -

-




