REPORT.

The nndersigned, a mainority of the committec on Regis-
tration, to which was referred sundry memorials asking the
remnval of the eonstitutional disabilities in relation to the
elective franchise bew lewve to dissent from the position as-
sumed by the mujority, and to nrge upon the House the ne-
cegsity of takine such action ag will speedily remove the dis-
qralifications under which a large majority of our people are
laboring.  The disqualifying provisions of our constitution,
if 1posed upon the people as puuishments, would even un-
der the decision ot eur Court of Appeals, be clearly illegal
and voil, Believing, as we do, that the deprivation of the
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right of suffinge Is the severest puanishment that can be in-
dicted upon the citizens, and that the visiting of such a pen-
alty for acty done, which were not criniinal ab the time the
offences were committed, is eomtrary to the spirit of fice in-
stitntions, and repugnant to the Bill of Rights 01" Moy Lend,
and the constitution of the Uuited Mtates; therclure in our
opinion, those provisions in order to lLave the least glhwdow
of valltity, rust be regarded as preve dive in their operation
awl not purifive in their charseter. Taese odious sab lities
were imposed in the midst of a sanguinary strife, when pas-
sion hal usurped the dominion of rveason; when the barriers
olthe Constitution were overleabed under the plea of proscry-
ing the Government; bab now all danger has passed; the
Southern people have expressed an almost unanimous desire
to return to their allegiance; many of their chosen leaders
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