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$ir: I have (e honor to acknowled aletter,

" which thoe enclosed ig - nurpors . :
of which the enclosed 13 acopy, purporting to cume from a

Commitice of the Henate,

shit of a Committee of the Yenate to
inguire of the the Courts, the reascns for their
judgments in cases, which are or have been depending belore

them.

T cannot admit the i

of which inquiry is made in
this letter, two hinve cued and gubmitted to the jndg-
ment of the Conrt, hut not dect: while the other s awalt-
fng the return of withesses whoese testimony is deemed ma-
terial by the petitioners.

Of the three cases councurring

o)

. .. P .
It is not the privilege of the Senate, I submit, to know the
epinion of the Uourt in these cases before the partics to the

1 wi them, know 1t.

j

51 . o s Bl
conse winl the counsel who avg

nal Cin
rite of habess eorpus in every case whes
oul confineent, and states the

il
in his petition.

abeas corpus is o writ of right. It iy the
process of the Tow, which guarantees the Jib-

Stizen. It is imperative upon every judge by the

2
erty of the ¢

faw of Maryland, to issue it inmediately upon application,
and 1 am not aware that the Conrt of Appeals ever made any -
decision to the contrary, as your Committee seem to suppose.

The only way to determine the propriety or impropriety
of its issue, is upon hearing, and $o hav such hearing the
parties must be brought before the Court, at, however,
“‘great expense or inconvenience.’ ‘

If the members of the Senate desire to know the judgment

£ the Criminal Court of Baltimore in any case heretofore de-

termined by that Court, I suumeoest an application to the
o ? i 1

Clerk of the Court for a record of proceedings in such case,

I am not aware that the judgment of this Ceurt, in any
case tried before it, has been reversed in appeal by the Court
of Appeals, on the contrary the judgments of this Court have
always been affirmed.

I it should happen to the contrary, hereafter, in answer to
the very indelicate interrogatory of this Committee, I answer
1 should submit to the better judgment of that Court, with

that obedicnce, its appellate character requires, and with the



