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«By. the-houfe of delegates, December 27, 1796: Read the fecond time and will pat.
** By order,

“And alfpthe following refolutions :

W.-HARWOCD, dlk.”

. By rtue HOUSE or DELEGATES, Drcemser 27, 17g6.
ResoLvep, That the chancellor of this flate -be and he is hereby authorifed and empowered to

T.

By rue HOUSE or DELEGATES,

ResotveDp, That the treafurer of the welte
ctation due Charles Sherburn for twelve mont

-the amount to be afcertained by the auditor.

By order

Al whifh faid bills and refolutions were feverall

iy fhore pay to
hs fervice as a

y,read the firft

DrceMBER 27,

.make over, by deed of conveyance, to the heirs of George Wallace, of Czcil county, deceafed, in
fee-himple, -all the right and title of the ftate of Maryland of in and to a lotof ground diftinguifired
-by the number twenty-fix on the plot of confifcated lots in El
-the fum of feventeen pounds fifteen thillings.

By orde

kton, on their paying into the treafury

. W, HAKWOOD, clk.
1796.

Mary Sherburn the amount of depre-
{oldier in the firft Maryland regiment,

W. HARWOOD, clk.

time and ordered to lie on the table.

‘The bill, entitled, 'An %ct relating to negroes, and to repeal the adls of aflembly thercin men-
-tioned, was read the fecond time and will pa(s-v%ith the propofed amendments.
Amendments propoled. At the end of the-Sth claufe add ¥ And be it enalted, That 2ny negro
or mulatto heretofore or hereafter held in bondage, and claimed as a flave, but who has been or
hereafter may be adjudg-d free, as defcending from a free ancettor, northe Jefeendants of any negra
or mulatto fo manumitted or adjudged free, fhall be received as competent evidence to manumit an
{lave petitioning for freedom.” In the 15th [line of the 8th page ftrke out the word “fifry” and
.intert tae words “forty-five.””  In the laft line of the fame ppge frike-out from the word “given”
to the end of the claufle and infert the words “fhall commence.”  Strike out from the beginning of
the 11th page to the word “be” in the 2d line thereof, and infert the word “and.”  Strike out
from the word ““flaves” in the 3d line of fame paze to the word < fhall’” in the 6th line, In the 3d
line of the 12:h page ftrike out from the word  flaves” to the word “have” in the sth line of the
~fame page. In the 13th line of the {ame-page frike out from the word “adminiftrators” to the
word “thall” in the 15th line. 8th page, ftrike out from the beginning of the 16th claufe to the
end of the r7th.  [u the 8th line of the 16th page, after the word “jury” infert the words “or
upon confedion or otherwife.,” In the fame line, after the wdrd “mulatto’ infert *“a fum not ex-
ceeding three hundred dollars.”  In the 3d line of the 17th pape, after the word “loan™ infert *cr
otherwife,” At the end of the 6ih line of the fame page add ¢ and fuch offender or offenders alfo
fhull be liable, upon indiltment and conviction upon ve:rdi&t, confeflivn or otherwife, in this fate,
in any county court where fuch offence fhall happen, be figed a fum not exceeding two hundred
dollars, at the difcretion of the court, one half to the ufe of the mafer or owner of fuch flave, the
other.-half to the county {chool, \i\n cafe there be any, if no fuch fchool, to the ufe of the county.”
13th page, ftrike out from* the béginning of the 7th line to the end of the ciaufe. in the 10th line
ot the 18th page, after the word *“found” ftiike out to the end of the page, and infert *“ living idie,
without any vitible means of maintenance, or going at large through fuch county, 2nd without any
vifible means of {ubiftence.” In the 4eth line of the 20th page frike out the word “fxty” and
cinfert the word ““ twenty.” At the end of the Bth line of famg page add “and the money therefrom
-arifing, after payment of the charges arifing from fuch commitment and confinement, to pay over
unto'the juftices of the levy courts of the refpeftive counties, for the ufe of fuid countiee.”” Tn the
1t line of the 22d page ftrike out the word “law™ and infert the word “act.””  In the 8:h line of
the 24th page ftrike out from the word  counties” to the epd of the claufe. At the end of page
24 add “And be it enalted, That where any perfon or perfons poffefied of any flave or flaves
~within this ftare, who arc or fhull be of healthy! canftitutions, land found in mind and bodv, capzble
by labour to procure to him or them fufficient food and raiment, with other requifite neceffaries of
life, and not exceeding forty-five years of age, and fuch perfon or perfons pofiefling fuch flave or
flaves as atorefaie, and being willing and defirops to fet free jor manamit fuch flave or flaves, may,
‘by writing under his, her or their hand and feal; evidenced by two good and fufficient witneffes at
leaft, grant to fuch flave or flaves his, her or their freedom ; and that any deed or writing whereby
frecdom fhall be given or granted to any fuch flave, which fhall be intended to take place in future,
fhall be good to all intents, conitrutions ani Qurpofes what{ogver, from the time that {uch freedom
‘or manumiffion is intended to commer.ce by the faid deed or writing, fo that fuch deed 2nd writing
be not in prejudice of creditors, and that fuch flave, at the time fuch ficedom or manumiffion fhall
take place or commence, be not above the age aforefaid, and be 2ble ro work and gain a fufficient
livelihood and maintenance, according to the true intent 2nd meaning of this a; which inftrument
of writing fhall be acknowledged betore one ju;ﬁice of the peace of the county wherein the perfon
or perfons granting fuch freedom fhall refide, which juftice fhall endorfe on the back of fuch inftru-
ment the time of the acknowledgment, and the party making the fame, which he or they, or the
parties concerned, fhall caufe to be entered among the records|sf the county court where the perfon
- or perfons granting fuch freedom fhall refide;, within fix months after the date of fuch inftrument of
writing ; and the clerk of the refpective county courts within this ftate fhall, immediately upon the
receipt of fuch inftrument, endorfe the time of his receiving tr fame, and fhall well and truly enrol

fuch deed or inftrument in a good and {ufficient book in folio, to be reguiarly alphabeted in the names
of both parties, and to remain in the cuftody of the faid clerk for the time being among the records
of the relpeive county courts, and that the faid clerk fhall, on the back of every fuch inftrument,

un



