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~ gwe the publie councils! Buch an attachment of a fmall or weak, towards a great and péiverfal na-
tion, dooms the former to be the fatellite of the later: - . o
-Againft the infidious wiles of foreign influence (L conjure you to believe mie, fellow-citizetis) the
- jealoufy of a free people ought to be conflantly awake; fince hiftory and ekperieace prove that fareigy

‘nfluence is one of we moft baneful foes of republican government:  But that jealouly to be uieh
“muft be impartial; elfe it betomes the inftrumenc of the very influence 10 be avoided, inftead of 2
defence againft it.——Exceflive -partiality for one foreign- nation, and exceflive diflike of anotber;
. caufé thofe whom they actuate to fee danger only on ohe fide;” and 4erve to veil and everi fecond the
arts of influence on the other.~~Real patriots, who may refilt the intrigues of thie fivourite, are
Jiable to become fufpected and odious ; while its tools and dupes ufurp the applaufe aad confideéace
the people, to furrender their interefts, - , .

“The great rule of condu&t for us, in regard to foreign natiens, is in extending our commercial
~ relations, to have with them-as little polstical connexion as potlitle. So far as we have alreddy form-
" ¢d engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfet good faith..—Here let us flop. B
 Europe has a fét of primary intetefts, which to us have none; or a very remote relation. Hence
‘fhe muft be engaged in frequent controverfies; the caufes of which are eflenuially foreign to vitr
concerns. Hence, therefore, it muft be unwife in us to implicate ourfelves, by artificial - ties; iri
the ordinary viciffitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations and collifions of her friend-
fhips, or eumities, : .l o |

Our detached and diftant-fituation invites and'enables us to purfue a different courfe. If we se-
fhain one people, under an efficient government, the period is not far off, when we may defy mi-
terial injury from external annoyance ; when we tnay take fuch an attitude as will caufe the nedtra-
lity, we may at any time refolve upon, to be fcrupulotfly refpected ; when belligerent nations, an-
der the impoffibility of making acquifitions upon ug; will not lightly kiazard the giving us proveca.
tion; when we may choofe peace or war, as our intereft, guided by juftice; fhall counfel.

Why foiego the advantages of fo pzculiar a fituation ? Why quit our own to ftand upon foreign
ground? Why, by interweaving our deftiny wich that of any patt of Euiope; entangle our -peace
~ and profperity in the toils of European ambition, rivalthip, intereft, humour ar caprice ?

*T'is our true policy to fteer clear of permanént alltances, with any portion of the foreign world ;
fo far, T mean, as we are now at liberty to do it ; for let me not be underflood as capabie of patro-
nifing infidelity to exifting engagements. I hold the maxim no lefs applicable to publi¢ than 10 pri-
vate affairs, that honefty is always the beft policy. I repeat it, therefore, let thofe engagements be
obferved in tneir genuine fenfe.  But in my opinion, it is unneceffary and would be unwife to extend
them. =~ o -

Taking care always to keep ourfclves, by fuitable eftablithments, on a refpettable defenfive pofture,
we may fafely truft to temporary alliznces for extraordinary emergencies. .

“Harmony, liberal intercourfe with all nations, are recommended by policv; humanity, and in-
" tereft. But even our commercial policy fhould hold an equal and impartial hand; neither fecking

nor granting exclufive favour or preferences ; confulting the natural courfe of things ; diffufing and
- diverfitying by gentle means the fireams of commerce, but forcing nothing ; eftablithing, with

pawers fo difpoféd, in otder to give trade a ftable courfe, to define the rights of our merchants, and
to enabile the government to fupport them ; conventronal rules of intércourfe; the beft that prefent
_circamf{tances and mutual opinion will germit, but temporary, and liable to be from time.to time
“abandoned or varied, as experience and circumftances thall ditate; conftantly keeping in view,
that "tis folly in one nation to look for difintetefted favours from another; that it muft pay wuh;
portion of its independence for whatever it may accept under that charatter; that by fuch sccep-
raiice, it may place itfelf in the condition of having given equivalents for nominal favours, and yet
“of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more.  There cah be no greater error than o
expe@, or calculate upon real favours from nation to nation. ’Tis an illufion whlchupcneace
muft cure, which a juft pride ought to difcard. :

In offeting to you, my countrymen, thefe counfels of an vld and affeQionate friend, I dare not
Yiope they will make the firong and lafting impreffion I could with; that they will control the ufimal
current of the paffions, or prevent our nation from running the courfe which has hitherto marked
the deftiny of nations : But if I may even flatter myfelt, that they may be productive of fome partial
benefit, fome occafional good ; that they may now and then recur to moderate the fury of party fpi-
rit, to warn againft the mifchiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard againft the impoftures of pretended
patriotifm; this hopé will be ‘a full recompence for the folicitude for your welfare, by which they
have been ditated.

- How far in the difcharge of my official duties, I have been guided by the principles which have
_ been delineated, the public records and other evidences of my condu& muft witnefs to yeu and w0
~ the woild:  Te myfelf, the affurance of my own confcience tsy that I Have at leaft believed myfelf

to be guided by them. . o e ,_ o _ '

In reélation to the fil fubfifting war in Europe, my proclamation of the 22d of April, 1793, is
the indéx to my* plan. Sanctioned by your approving voice and by that of your reprefentatives in
both houfes of congrefs, the fpirit_of that ‘meafure has continually governed me; uninflucaced by
any attémpts to deter or divert me from 1t. L _ .

Afiér delibefate ‘examination with the aid of the beft lights ] could obtain, I was well Gatished
that: out country, under all the circumltances of the cale, had a right to take, and was beund iy
duty.and intereft, -to take a neutral pofition. Having taken it, I'determined, as far as Mddqn:
upon me; to maintain it, with moderation, perfeverance and firmaefs.
‘ ' | ~ : The



