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'fo;nards the organization and adminiftration of the government, the beft excrtions of which a very
" fallibke judgment was - capable. - Not unconlcious; in the outlet, of the inferiority of my qualifica-
tions, cxperience in my own eyes, perhaps ftill more in the eyes of others, has firengthened the
.motives ta difkdence of myfelf; and every day the increafing weight of years admonifhes me more
.and more, that the thade of retirement is as neceffary to me as it will be welcome. Satished that
if ‘any circumftances have given peculiar value to my fervices, they were temporary, I have the con-
folation to believe, that while choice and prudence invite me to quit the political fcene; patriotifin
" does not forbid it, T o :
In looking forward to the momerit, which is intended to tetminate the career of my public life,
- my feelinzs do not perniit me to fufpend the deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude which
1 owe-to my. beloved country, for the many honours it has conferred upon me; flill more for the
_ftedfaft confidence with which it has fupported me; and for the opportunities 1 have thence enjoyed
.of manifelting my inviolable attachment, by fervices faithful and perfevering, though in ufefulnefs
unequal to my zeal, If benefits bave refulted to our country from thefe fervices, let it always be
.remembered to your praife, and as an inftructive cxample in our annals, that under circumftances in
iwhich the paffions, agitated in every direttion; were liable to miflead, amidft-appearances fometimes
" dubious,~—viciflitudes of fortune often difcouraging,—in fituations in which not unfrequently want of
~ fuccefs has countenanced the fpirit of criticifm—the conftancy of your fupport was the effential pr&p
of the efforts, and a guarantce of the plans by which they were effeCted.—Profoundly penetrated
with this idea, I thall carry it with me to my grave, as a ftrong incitement to unceafing vows that
‘Heaven may continue to you the choiceft tokens of its beneficence—that your union and brotherly
- affeltion may be perpetual—that the free conftitution, which is the work of your hands, may be
facredly maintained—that its adminiftration in every department may be ftamped with wifdom and
virtue—that, in fine, the happinefs of the people of thefe ftates, under the aufpices of liberty, may
be made complete, by fo careful a prefervation and fo prudent a ufe of this blefling as will acquire to
them the glory of recommending it to the applaufe, the affeltion and adoption of every natien which
- is yet a flranger to it. | -
Here, perhaps, I ought to ftop. DBut a folicitude for your welfare, which cannot end but with
my life, and the apprehenfion of danger, natural to that folicitude, urge me on an occafion like the
- prefent, to offer to your {olemn contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent review, fome
- fentiments, which are the refult of much refleCtion, of no inconfiderable obfervation, and which a
pear to me all-important to the permanency of your felicity as a people. Thefe will be offered to
you with the more freedom, as you can only fee in them the diinterefted wargings of a parting
friend, who can pofiibly have no perfonal motive to bias his counfel. Nor can I forget, as an en-

‘couragement to it, your indulgent reception of my fentiments oa a former and not difhmilar oc-
cafion, :
Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of
‘mine is necefiary to fortify or confirm the attachment. '
" I'he unity of government which conltitutes you one people, is alfo now dear to you. It is juftly
fo; for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the {upport of your tranquillity at
home, your peace abroad; of your fafety; of your profperity; of that very liberty which you fo
. highly prize.  But as it is caly to forelce, that from different caufes and from different quarters,
- ‘tauch pains will be tag:, many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds the conviction of this
‘truth 3~ as this is the pOt ia your political fortrefs againft which the batteries of internal and exter-
‘nal enemies will be moft conitantly and a&ively (though often covertly and infidioufly) direded, it
is of iufinite moment, that you fhouid properly eftimate the immenfe value of your national union,
~to your colleltive and individual happinefs ; that you thould cherifh a cordial, habitual and immove-
~ able attachment to it; accultoming yourlelves to think and fpeak of it as ef the palladium of your
political fafety and profperity; watching for its prefervation with jealous anxiety ; difcountenancin
whatever may fuggeft even a {ufpicion that it can in any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frown-
.~ ing upon the firft dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the reft, or
to enfeeble the facred ties: which now link together the various parts.
For this you have every inducement of {ympathy and intereft. Citizens by birth or choice, of 2
‘commor country, that country has a right to concentrate your affections. 'The name of AMeri-
- CAN, which belongs to you, in your national capacity, muft always exalt the juft pride of patriotifm,
more than any appellation derived from local difcriminations.  With flight fhades of difference, you
_have the fame religion, manners, habits and political principles. You have in a common caufe
fought and triumphed together ; the independence and liberty you poflefs are the work of joint coun
cils, and joint efforts, of common dangers, fufferings and fuccefies.
- Bt thefe confiderations, however powerfully they addrefs themlelves to your fenlibility, are great-
ly outweighed by thofe which apply more immediately to your intereft. Here every portion of our
country finds the moft commanding motives for carefully guarding and preferving the union of the
 whole. . , : A :
'The North, in an unreftrained intercourfe with the South, prote@ed by the equal Jaws of 2 coma
~mon government, finds.in the produtions of the latter, great additional refources of maritime and
commercial enterprife and precious materials of manufa@uring induftry.—The Seuth in the fame ins
_tercourfe, benefitting by the agency of the Nerth, fces its agriculture grow and its commerce exs
pand.. Turning partly into its own channels the feamen of the North, it finds its particular naviga.
tion invigorated;—and while it contributes, in different ways, to nourifh and increafe the
mafs of the national navigation; it looks forward to the proteition of a maritime firength, to which



