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in the extreme, who have not fenfe enough to difcover, or virtue to purfue, their real interefls, In
an emergency of this kind, what will partial amendments avail ? A rcvolqtlon only, calamity and long
fuffetings, can operate their reform, and reftore fuch 3 people to a juft way of thinking and a Ring.
Does experience call for any of the propofed amendments ? . To amend a ¢
fancy, from the dread of imaginary, and not from the . is fu '
‘8o far as the fhort trial we have had of the federal government will enable us to judge of its future
cperations, we ought to remain fatisfied with its . ‘ . A
people, and this ftate in particular, have fepeatedly exprefled their approbation cf ts adminiftration,
and their thankfulnefs for the benefits dcnveq from that government, .No country can be faid to
enjoy a free contlitution, nor will long retain its cﬂ'cncc‘an.d purity, without proper checks and ba.
lances.  The framers of the federal government have fo d:ﬂantcd powers among the parts com-
pofing ir, that each may control the others; no event has yet difcovered that the diftribution has
been Linjudiciouﬂy made ; why then has.it been thought neceflary to alter ie ? Why take away from
two branches, to impart in common to one, that portion of power which was exclufively lodged in
the two? Perhaps it may be faid, that the power has been abufed—When parties run high, and are

muft do them away, and will be propofcd by the defeated party on the fpur of the occafion’; 'in"the
very husry and tumult of the paffions, dilappointed and foiled in 2 favourite obje&, at fuch 2 time
can amendments be difcuffed and weighed with that coolnefs and candour fo requifite to the forming
a right judgment ? . A ] ] :

Why fhould a tribunal, other than the fenate, be inftituted for the tria] of Impeachments } No
perfon has been impeached before the fenate, and therefore no defed in the tribunal can be collefcd
from falls and experiment ; the obje&ions, if not alcogether proceeding from a love of novelty and
changz, mult have originated from fancied apprehenfions of unfairnefs and Corruption in the fenate,
as a court. If the government is to be new modelled upon the viﬁonary conceits of fpeculative
mea, for ever on the change, it never will affume 1 ftable form, and the’ condition of the people
living under it will be as miferable as of thofe under vague and uncertain laws, which, partaking of
the nature of the government, if this be flutuating and capriciuus, thofe wil] be equally fo,

"The third amendment contemplates and provides for a more frequent ele@®ion and renewal of
members in the fenate of the United Stares, - In this refpe& it appears to the comittes to run dj.
rectly counter to the main end of its inftitution. The framers of the federal government, no doubt,
withzd to temper and control thofe fallies of paflion which it was forcfeen party heats would at times
produce in the houfe of reprefentatives.  No method fo cffer.‘lual for the purpofe occurred; as to give
tu the fenators that permanency which might fecure them from the frenzy of the moment, from the
contagion of faltion, and the unfounded fufpicions of prejudice. Befides; from a body durable ag
the fenate, and appointed in the manner prefcribed by the conftitution, more experience in bulinefs,
more (teadinefs of conduét, and confifiency of views, are to be expecled, than from biennial repre-
fentatives, owing frequently their eletion s much to party zeal as to merit, The quick rotation
of fenators propofed to be eftablifhed by the amendment would deprive the fenate of thofe advantages,
which, as at prefent conftituted, it derives from that degree of ftability imparted to ¢ by a longer
continuance in the truft of s members, )

The fourth amendment was evidently levelled at the appointment of Mr, Jay as envoy extraord;.
nary to the court of London, and no doubt was intended as an indire@ cenfure of that meafure,
However, it does not ftrike the commitzee, that the appointment of 2 judge on a momentous occa..
fion, to execute a temporary and particular commiffion, has been or can be attended with any in-
Convenicace or danger ta the public, _ ) 2

If the preceding obfervations and reafoning are juft, the committee fubmic the following refolve,

ResoLveD, That the firft ang third amendments, propofed in laft December by the legiflature of

irginia to be made to the conttitution or frame of government for the United States, ought not to
be adopted, becaufe, in the opinion of the legiflature, they would give too great a preponderancy to
the houfe of reprefentatives, and thus derange the balance of reciprotal control; checks and: power
o happily devifed and diftributed among the component parts of the federal government, and theteby
endanger the liberty of the people ; that the f=cond arid fourth ameridments are particularly inéxpe-
dient, as not being warranted by the experierice of any evils which have refulted from' the govern-
ment as. now conftituted, or from its adminittration, o ‘ ‘ ‘

he committee alfo beg leave to report, that the annual interchange of laws, as propofed by the
general affembly of Virginia, may be attended with bencficial effeéts, and therefore recommend the
following refolve - '

ESOLVED, That the gavernor of this flate be requefted to inform the governor of the common-
wealth of. Virginia, thae the legiflature of this flate have acceded to their propofition of an annual
Interchange of the laws of thejr refpective ftates, and alfo to an. exchange of ‘the exifting code of
aws in each ftate, and that the governor be requefted to procure the faid laws, and determine agd

x “;l‘}hon the means for carrying this refolution into cffed.
hich was read.

the ftate fhrike one hundred copies for the ufe of the general aflembly, - ‘

The clerk of the fenate delivers the additional fupplement to the a&, entitled,” An a& for the re.
moval of the feat of juftice from Melville’s warehoufe: to Pig Point, in Caroline county, endorfed;
. _ Z . “ By



