8z VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, Noyember, 1796.
The (upplement to the a&, entitled, An a& to improve and.repair the ftreets in Frederick-town, in -
fﬁéﬂcdti"éoﬁnty,‘ 4hd for other’ p&’fpbﬁ:s'”ﬂ'ici'cin"dfé'ntiodcd, e:d'drfcd ;¢ B); the fcnifgé,'l)c::gb:;
“ 17, 1796: Read the firft time and ordered to lic on the table. S S
St L “ By order, A. VAN-HORN, ck.
4By the fenate; December 19, 1796: Read the fecond time and will pafs. '
e ¢ By order, A. VAN-HORN, clk.”
‘Ordered to be engrofled. L ' "
“ “Mt. Robiss, from the committee of claims, bri’n’%sin’ and delivers to the fpeakes the following report;
* By the COMMITTEE of CLAIMS. | '
YOUR committee, coniceiving themfelves bound by their duty to fuggeft any improvements iy
the fiiance of the ftate which may ftrike them, bcg leave to mention, that in an account laid before
your committee by Joha Gwinn, Efquire, clerk of the general court on the weftern fhore, the flage
~ ftands charged with 8195 pounds of tobacco, amounting to the fum of £. 5t 4 4, for making out
and recording commiffions to the chicf juftices, affociate juftices and juftices of the peace, in the
feveral counties ; upon inquiry your committee find, that it has been the pralice of the clerk of the
general court to write all blank commiffions, which are.fent to the council, and filled up by then
when the commiffions are iffued. Your committee are of opinion, that the falary given to the clerk
of the council is fully adequate to compenfate him for all his duties as fuch, and conceive that the
making out of tom.niffions ought to conflitute a part of his duty, and fubmit the propriety of piﬂing
a law, declaring it to be the duty, in future, of the clerk of the council, and no longer the duty of
the clerk of the general court, to make out and record the faid commiflions. Your cbommit(ce fur-
ther beg leave to oblerve, that inafmuch as the above duties have been performed by the clerk of
the general court, they conceive themfelves bound ;to make him. the ufual allowance, but that
pafing the law above mentioned you will fave to-the ftate an annual fum of at leaft £. 50., :‘

‘which is fubmitted to the houfe.” ‘

o By order, _ Z. HUGHES, clk.
Which was read- . : ~
-+ A petitioh fromi Maty Goodrich, widow of Aaron Goodrich, praying a fum of moncy may be
levied on the inhabitants of faid county for the fupport of her child, who is inlane, was preferred,
tead, and referred to ‘the next feffion of aflembly.

A petition from William Brogden, of Annc-Arundel county, praying the treafurer may be di-
re@ed to ¢redit Kis bond for the fum of £. 15 1 10 fterling, with intereft, for a debt due to him
from James Ruffell, whofe property has been confifcated, was preferred, rcad, and referred to M,
‘Robins, Mr. W. Thoinas and Mr. Ridout, to confider and report thercon. :
*- On motion, OrRpERED, That the bill permitting the proprictors of lots binding on the water 2
the weft end of the bafon in Baltimore-town to extend and improve the fame be committed for
amendment. © . : S , '

®n the fecond reading the bill relating to ncgroes, and to repeal the a&s of affembly thercin men.
tioned, agréeably to the order of the day, the queftion was put, That the following words be ftruck
out of the faid bill, ¢ become the right and property of the county into which fuch flave or flaves
fhall be firft brought,” and infert the words “ fhall be free 1" Refolved in the afirmative.’ :

On progreflion in reading the faid bill, the queftion was put, That the following claufe be ftruck
out? “And be it enafled, That no perfon brought into this ftate from any of the United States,
who is bound to fervice for a term of years only by the laws of the ftate from_ which fuch perfon o
brought, fhall be confidered as a flave for life in this ftate, but fuch perfon, brought into this ftat,
fhall ferve for the time which the laws of the ftate from which fuch perfon is brought oblige him or
her to ferve, and no longer.” - Determined in the negatire,

On further progreffion in reading the faid bill, the queftion was put, That the following words be
inferted in the (2id 'bill after the word “lite”” in the 10th line of the 14th claufe 1 “To be recoverd
by a&ion of debt or bill of indi¢tment, and if the faid fum be not paid, or fecured to be paid 2
herein dire@cd, within thirty days atter judgment, then fuch perfon or perfons fhall and may be ad-
judged by the court to ferve on the roads for any period not excecding five years.” Refolved in
the affirmative. -

Mr. Merryman appeared in the houfe.

’[I'rhc clerk of the fenate dclivers the refolution in favour of Daniel Buffard, and the followiny:
mellage: :
mees By tvHe S EN A T E, Detcemeer 20, 1796. '

GENTLEMEN, , _

~ WE have reccived your meflage of this day upon the fubje of a reconfideration of the refolre
in favour of Daniel Buffard, and cannut reconfider as requefted. We are not fenfible of the pro-
pricty of diftinguithing any individual applicant from all other perfons in the fame fituation. '
law againft which relief is prayed for has for a long time exifted, and many have been fubje& to it
operation. The recency of the fa& may intereft the paflions, but ought not to influence the judge-’
ment. The propiicty or juftice of the law upon the fubjet as now exifting, is certainly a dift
confideration. Whatever may be the proper idea as to future cofts, it appears to us that policy,
a due refpet to former legiflatures, ought to prevent us from paffing laws fimilar to that reque ed,
If the principle of a retrofpe of this kind is once admitted, precedent is eftablithed, which ¥
eonceive may lead to the moft ferious and alarming confequences. -

- | By order, .+ A.VAN.HORN, dk

Which was read. j
- 'rb' )




