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78 VOTES s PROCEEDINGS, November, -1796.

The refolution in favour of the purchafers of the Widow's Lot, iti Cacil county, was fent to-the +
fenate b{'-the clerk. D o ' T
Mr. Wincbefter, .from the committee, brings in and delivers to the fpeaket the following report 3 -
THE committee to whom was ieferred the leteer and teftamentary fyltem reported by the chan-
cellor in purfuance of the requeft of the fegiflature, report, -that the extent and importance of the -
fubje@s referred to the chancellor’s confideration, embracing the rules by which all lands muft be
devifed, and which in the revolution of. a few years muft operate upon all the perfonal property of
the ftate, and which, in a variety of inftances, muft alter and change principles long recognized- as
the law ot the land, ought, before its final adoption, to receive the deliberate confideration of the
houfe. Confidering the late period of the (eflion at which it 1s introduced, it does not appear to your
committee it can undergo all the inveltigation which the magnitude of the fubjeétr comprifed within/,
it requires. . They fi {t the propricty of ftriking two hundred copies immediately, and printing it
for confideration with the a&s of this {effion, and poftponing it until the next feffion of affembly,
“The committee confider it within the limits of their ‘duty to recommend 2 continuance of the "
pralice of referring to the heads of departments all important alterations of the law, both for the -
greater difpatch of bufinefs, and the advantages to the community which muft neceffarily refult from
a fyftem of laws at the ame time corre®, well digefting and comprehending all particular heads in -
one general a&, The multiplication of laws mult always increale the difficulty of obtaining cor-
re@ knowledge of the legal code, and creatc doubts as to their true conitruttion. Peripicuity and
precifion, united with all the fimplicity the fubjects will a.mit, are fources ot the gieuteft lecurity to -
all focial rights. The importance of thefe confiderations, which, from the nature of our conftitu-
tion, cannot be expected in the reprefentative body, ought fo induce the legiflature to provide fome
means to joftify calls on the proper departments. Ia the inftancé before them, they cannot avoid
expreffing their opinion of the ncceffity of compenfating the ertraordinary exertion which has pro-
duced a fyltem, in which found judgment, great penctration, and uncommon labuur, appear {o
cminently confpicuous. But as the gradual impravemient of our jurifprudential code will occution a
frequent neceffity for fuch calls on their officers, any provifion for particular inftances would not
comportwith juftice to them, or the principles of ccconomy which they wilh to fee citablithed.  In
conformity to the fpirit of our conllitution, falaries hiberal, but not protufe, ought to be fecwed,
At prefent they arc greatly inadequate to the fervices sendered, and the legiflature cannot ceafitte: .ty
call for -additional facrifices withous an increale of their allowance. They therefore recommend an
increafe of the falarics of the chancellor and judges. All which s fubmiuted, ,

o , By order, J. W. KING, cik.
Which wis read. ’

Petitions from Patrick Golding, Robert Doyne and Elkin Selomon, of Baltimore-town, praying
a8s of infolvency, were prefessed, read, and refericd to the committee appointed on petitions ut @
fimilar nature. “

A petition from fundry inhabitants of the head of Chefter, in Kent and Queen- Anne’s counties,
and its vicinity, praying au a& may pafs to prevent hogs from going at large in the village ot Cen-
treville, was preterred, read, and referred to Mr, Speucer, Mr. Buchanan and Mr. C. Frazier, to
confider and report therecon.

Mr. Whittington, Mr. Lamdin, Mr. Cotbin and Mr. Wilkins, have leave of abfence.

The fupplement to an adt, entitled, An aét to remove the market-houfe at the head of Elk, and
eftablifh the fame, and for the advancement and regulation of faid town, was read the fecond time,
pafled, .and fent to the fexate by the clerk.

The bill to authorife and empower the prefident and dire@ors of the Patowmack company to con-
tra. the breadth of the locks at the Great Falls of Patowmack, was read the fecond time, pafld,
and fent to the fenate by the clerk. ‘ :

The further fupplement to an ad, ertitled, An a& to lay out feveral turnpike roads in Baltimore
county, and for other purpofes, was Tead the fecond time, pafled, and fent to the fenate by the clerk,

The followin mcha being prepared, was fent to the fenate, with the refolution in favour of
Daniel Buffard, by the Setrk. ) '

" By the HOUSE or DELEGATES, DecemsER 19, 1796.
GENTLBMEN OF THE SENATE, ‘
- WE have returned you the refolution in favodr of Danicl Buffard, of Frederick county, to which
you refufcd your affent, but hoge; upon reconfidefation, the obvious prepricty of the’ relolution wil
procure your concurrence in the mealures Every principle of equity certainly dictates the propricty of
‘cofts heing recoverable from the ftate in cafcs where our citizens have been manifeltly harraffed by pro- .
cels iffued at the inftance and for the recovery of a debt fuppofed to be duc the ftate. We do not kno¥
what principle a@uated the fenate in refufing affent to the refolution, but (uppofe the general rule of law
whics has been adopted, that the {tate is not liable for cofts, was the ruling motive; but if, on recon
- fideration, this sule fhould appear unjuft and hard, we anxioufly hope it will be departed from.

W e » B'y order, ‘ : W. HARWOOD, clk.
.. »The clerk of the fenate delivers tlie further fupplement to the a&, entitled, An aét for the efs-
*Mithment of fele® veftries, endorfed; “ By the fenate, December 3; 1796 : Read the firft time
- %.and ordered to lic on the table. ‘ ' o

e . . .. %Byorder, A. VAN-HORN, k.
.« By the fenate, December 17, 1796: Read the fecond time and will pafs. '
" s ~'7 «Byorder, -~ A, VAN-HORN,’clk-" )

Ordered to be engroffed.
The *



