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legislators, a member of the General Asscmbly shall be

elected by the qualified voters of the legislative district

from which he seeks election to serve for a term of four

years, beginning on the second Wednesday of December fol-
lowing his election.

As I made allusion earlier, it had been the

practice in Maryland for many years to stagper the Scnate |
|

terms, We also had had some experience with two-ycar lousa
terms, but we have found in the little over the decade ?
. |

that we had the four-year term that it has served quite

well in both the House and the Senate. One of the great

difficulties in imposing a two-year term upon thc lower
House or any house as far as that is concerned is that the
members are always running for reelection, as is tne casc |
with the Congressmen of the United States in the llouse of
Representativesfgo the Committee felt that there should be
some period of time during which members of the General
Assembly should not have to worry about the busincss of
campaigning, and the four-year term for both Housec and
Senate was adopted. It seemed quite attractive. 1 might

say that Maryland shares the distinction of using the
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