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not subserved by it. Nobody’s interest is sub-
served by it, but the interest of those who
hold the offices of the company. They do
not pay th: ir debts; they make no provision
for their debts. Nobody knows exactly how
the tollsare uged. In our county they have
contracted for repairs; men have had faith in
them, and have gone largely into debt upon
the promises of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal Compnny to pay; have built thcir
dams. repuired their canal, but have never
been paid for it. The officers and men who
conirol it seem to absorb all the money, and
the outside world gets none of it; it is a mis-
erable instrumentulity of corruption and
fraud, and the sooner the State gets rid of its
interestin it the better. [ think we ought to
sell the State’s interest in all these works,
and thereby get rid at one stroke of an im-
mense field of political corruption and frand.
And pow is the best time to do it, and the
governor, comptroller and treasurer of the
State are the proper parties to accomplish
this purpose.

Mr. Puer. I chall vote against the substi-
tate proposed by the geutleman from Kent
(Mr. Chambers,) becanse I prefer a large
poriion of that offered by the gentleman
from Baliimore county (Mr. Ridgely.) But I
objuct to the proviso in tofo, thut all the
State’s interest in or claim against the Ches-
apeake and Ohio Canal, the Tide Water Ca-
nal, and the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal.
may be sold for the best terms that cin be
obtained, and at the proper time I chall offer
an amendment to strike out that portion of
his proposition,

Mr. Minier. Thathagalready been stricken
out.

Mr. RinGeLy. And another provision in-
serted embracing all works.

Mr. Puea. What [ mean is this: T am
opposed to that portion of the proposition of
the gentleman from Baltimore county, which
provides that tlie interest of the State iu all
works of internal improvement may be sold
upon the best terms that can be ob:ained by
these three parties, or any two of themw. That
is to say, that they may be sold for whut
they will probably bring. If they were
thought 1o be worth no more than the gen-
tlemnu from Washington county (Mr. Negley )
suppo.es them to be worth, they may be so.d
for very little.

I am oppos-d to the substitute of the gen-
tleman from Kent, for the reason that I am in
favor of the first part of the proposition ot
the gentleman trom Baltimore county. But
that propo:i-ion is not now before the hou:e.
When it dues come before the house 1 sbali
vete for the proposition submitted by the
gentleman from Bultimore county, wiih the
understauding that | shull oppose all the lai-
ter part of his substitute. And 1 wish at
this time to explaio why I commit myself 10
that limiled extent in favor of any proposi-
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tion to interlere with the States interest in
the internal improvements of the State.

Mr. Coampers. If the amendment which
the gentliman from Cecil (Mr. Pugl) says he
will in due time offer to the propos:tion of
the gentleman from Baltimore county (Mr.
Ridgely) shall ; revail, then the point of dif-
ference between that propositicn and the one
I have submirted is this; first, in the one
case, the legislature is to wct by apponting
agencies; in the other, the governor, comp-
troller and treasurer are to act. But I re-
pard as much more important the interest
of the State in the banks; that is the most
important interest,

Mr. Puen. I do mot understand that the
agents ate directed to sell that interest, only
to have the power to sell.

Mr. Cuampers. If you do not intend them
to exercise the power, then it is id.e to give
the authority to them.

Mr. RipeELY. According to circumstances.

Mr. Cnampers. The circumstavces now
exist.

Mr.ReiLy. They may change hereafter.

The question recurred upon the sutstitute
proposed by Mr. Cuamrers for the proposi-
tion submitt:d by Mr. RipgrLy.

Upon this qu:stion Mr. DNt called for the
yeus and nays, which were ordered.

The question wus then taken by yeas and
nays, and resulied—yeas 15, nays 38—as fol-
lows:

Yeas—Messrs. Belt, Chambers, Cushing,
Dent, Duvall, Edclen, Grecne, Hollyday, Lee,
Mitchell, Morgan, Parran, Schiey, Stirling,
Wilmer—15.

- Nays—Messrs. Goldsborough, Presicent ;
Abbott, Anvan, Audoun, Brouks, Carter,
Dail, Daniel, Duvis, of Washingion, Earle,
Ecker, Farrow, Hebb, H.ffan, Hopkins,
Hopper, King, Markey, McCouas, Miller,
Multikin, Murray, Negley, Nyman, Parker,
Pugh, Ridgely, Russell, Swith, of Carroll,
Smith, of Dorchester, Sueury, Stockbridge,
Swope, Sykes, Todd, Valiiant, Wickard,
Wouden - 38,

The substitute was accordingly rejected,

The guestion recurred upon the proposition
submiticd by Mr, RiperLy,

Mr. CnamBERS. My proposition was re-
jected, perhaps, because beng in the nature
of an amendment to an amendment it could
not be amended by changiog the agency
from the ligislature to that contained in the
proposition ol the gentlewan from Bultimore
county. Will it Le in oi1der for me to sub-
mit substantially the same proposition, with
the exception that the parties to muke the
sale are 10 be the governor, cowptroller, and
treasurer, instead of the general assewbly 7

The Presivent. That will be in order.
The gentleman will reduce his proposition to
writng.

Mr. CaawpErs submitted the following
ameudment 10 the amendment :



