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Mr. Jones, of Somerset. I concur very
fully in the views which have been sub
mitted by my friend frem Bsltimore county
(Mr. Ridg-1y.) I do notthink, eitting:here
as we are for the purpose of establishing a
form of civil government for a community
that does not recognize the propriety of
uniticg Church and State, that we can ue-
dertake, with any sbow of consistency, to
¢xclude from any civil cffice of trust and
prefit in the State. a very Jarge class of per-
scns who may differ from thoee of us who
hold to the fundamental doctrines of tie
Christian religion. I Yelieve that all the
States cf this Union have gradually brought
their organic law to thig cordition : thatthe
only religivus test—if it can be calied a re-
ligious test—which sbail be required as a
qualificaticn for admission to any civil office
of prcfit or trust in the State, thall be &
declaration of belief in the existence of God,
and in a moral :ccountability in a future
state of rewards and punishments, whether
that be in this world orin the world to come.

Now, sir, it is well known how much of
disorder, confusion and suife has been in-
duced by matters of difference in religious
belief. 1t is well known that one of the
fundamental pricvciples upon which cur Gov-
ernmert is kased, is the entire separation of
matters of religion and matters of civil gov-
ernment; leaving all matters of religion to
be questions between man’s conscience and
his God ; and a:l quesiions of civil govern-
ment to be controlled by tho e cousidera-
tions which are embraced in the gocd and
benefit of society. At the same time all
experience shows that those only are to be
trusted with the exercize of important func-
tions of civil government au ong us, who do
recognize the responsibility bivding upon
their conscience® in a belief in the existence
ot God, aud their moral responsibility to
Him for all their actions.

Test caths and siringent restrictions in
reference to religicus beulief, bave fri quently
retard d the growth of population and
wealth in civil commurities Where the
restrictions are narrow and stringent, &
greal many worlky persons who would
otherwice settle emong us, are excluded and
compelled to go elsewbere. The restricticn
in regard to the Jews, which exlsted in thi:
State for 50 many years, bad the iendency
to exciude them fiom our commurity ; very
worthy, inteliigent and excellent percens o
tbat belief went eleewhelre, where no bar o1
civil governwent excluded them from con-
gideration in the State. For » leng time
tbat clugs of population in our State was
very small. But :ince that sestriction hes
been removed it hag very considerably in-
creased, and I believe they are as peaceable,
quiet ard worthy citizens as any we haye

There 18 a singular fact coupected with
the settlement of Maryland, which it may be

well to advert to here, by way of showing
that, in the providence of God, we may per-
haps owe much to the fact that in some of
our sister colonies there existed restrictions
which turned the fortunes and course of
Lord Baltimore to the waters of the upper
Chesapeake, and ultimately led to the settle-
ment of tnis State. The first Lord Raltimore
was brought up a Protestant. While hold-
ing a very bigh pssition in the cabinet of
the Britich King, he was converted to the
Catholic faith. Inthe conscientious exercice
of hig fuitbfulness to his sovereign, the test
oath, and the persecution for religious be-
lief, which then existed in Great Britain,
and which the Government energetically
enforced, so pressed upen him, that he re-
signed his cffice, upon the ground that he
could not conscientiously enforce the ex-
actions ot the Government in relation to
religious belief. Not only that, but in or-
der that Le and those who believed with
him might escape persecution for their re-
ligious belief, he left the shores of Englsnd
and took up bis residence upon the island
of Newfoundland, in the province called
Avalen, for which he ok tained a grant, and
remained there with his followers for some
two years. The climate and scil of that
island not proving tuch as were desirable
for bis purpoces, he left that island, and
with his family and foliowers set out to take
up their residence in the colony of Virginia.
When he arrived there the authorities of the
colony immediat-ly teudered to him the
oath of allegiance and supremacy. It so
conflicted with his views as a Catholic that
he declined taking it, and frackly informed
the authorities of Virginia that he and his
followers could not take that oath. But he
prepared a modified form of oath, which he
presented to the authoritles as one which he
was willing to take ; bging an oath of allegi-
ance acd a declaration of belief in the
Christian religion. This tbe authorities of
Virginia rejected. Lord Baltimore conse-
quently Jeft the colony of Virginia, and took
a tour up the Chesapeske, examining the
bay, rivers and harbors. feeing what a
beautiful country it was, he returned to
Kpgland and obtained a grant of the then
reigning monarch, of this province of Mary-
11ud, when be returned here and effected the
settlement of this colony. Thus by that ex-
action on the part of the authcrities of Vir-
ginia, Lord Baltimore, with all his influence
and wealth, together with his followers,
was excluded from gettling in Virginia,
And no doubt, under the providence of God,
we owe much of the freedom, growth of
population, and the benefit of the institu-
tions which have been handed down to us
by our ancestors in Maryland, to that single
fact, 1t seems, therefore, that religious per_
secution somefimes inures fo the benefit o

others. Lord Baltimore returned from Eng




