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the right of any individual to hold office

who did not acknowledge his just moral ac-
countability to the Supreme Being 1 hold
thoreforo, in porfecot conponance with tho
principle and spirit of the Constitution of
the United States, that no relizious test
sbould be required. [ hold that the en-
lightenment of the age endorses that seati-
ment ; that the experience of the past con-
firms the wisdom of it; and that no interest
in the State would be imperilled by the
adoption of a provision of that kind in our
organic law.

There are people who believe precisely as
the Jews believe, yet who do nos call them-
selves Jews. There are a great many varie-
ties and shades of opinions upon this sub-
ject of religion. Aga Christian man 1 ob-
ject to this indirect and constructive ming-
ling of the Church and the State, I do not
kelieve it i8 proper, by the faintest possible
recognition. to introdace into our Constitu-
tion any recognition of any sect in particu~
lar; they should all be treated alike. Al-
thougn [ bold the Christian religion to be
the highest possible moral and sublime the-
ory of religion, yet I am not willing to in-
troducs it into and engraft it upon our
Constitution, to the exclusion of all other
forms and theories of religion. 1 propose
10 admit every msn who b lieves in the
existence of God—the Great God who cre-
ated the Universe—-and in a just moral
accountability to that God, either in this
world or in the world to come. And I want
to keep out of the Constitution every idea,
every species of language, which would in-
dicate that there was any particular sect or
creed, or any particular theory of religion,
that was to bs preferred; or that was, by
the peculiar and special sanction and ap-
proval of this body, to be recoguized as the
especial and peculiar religion of the State.
1 ho.d that, although you may not in 8o
many words establish any particular creed ;
may n,t in o many words establich any
peculiur rule of faith for the people and the
Government, yet you constructively estab-
lish one whea )ou say that a man must
believe in a certain religious faith, or other-
wise be ineligible to office; you thereby,
indirec ly and constru.tively, establish a
Government creed

Therelore, as a Christian man, a humble
and unworthy member of that profession
though [ may be, [ am opposed to the intro-
duction of any provision which recogn:zes
any sect, class or theory of religion. in the
Constitution, as the peculiar and preferred
religion and sentiment of the people ot this
State. | have my peculiar theories upon
the subj et of rcligion. I honestiy and coa:
scientiously beiieve the Christian religzion to
be the only true religion. Buat I cannot
congent to fasten down, to chain down,
to bolt down, to bar down, the minds and

sentiments of my fellow man, who entertain
bis religious views as conscientiously as I
entertain mine. It is for this reason that [
am oppo.ed to the introduction of these
words 1nto the Constitution.

This matter of religion is a sacred matter ;
it is a peculiar matter; it is a matter be-
tween mn and his God only; itis a spirit~
ual matier; it iz a matter ot inter-commu-
nion between ihe spirit of man and bis God.
Aund every man ought to be Jeft to the free
and indejendent exercise and enjiyment of
that inter-comwunion, snd Jhat sentiment.
And neither by direction nor iudirection
ought there to be any attempt in our Con-
stitution to give character or color to any
peculiarities of religious sentiment. I pro-
pose, therefore, that these woids that apecify
a particular character of religious sentiment
shall not enter into our Coastitution.

And, agmy friend trom Somerset has em-
bodied in an amendwent which he has gug-
gested to me, the idea [ desire to have
embodied in this Coustitution, and as it is
in pertect consoaance with the 35tn article
which this House has just adopted, I will
substitute it for the one I have offered. It
is to strike out the wo-ds—*‘in the Christian
religion, and it the party shail piofess to be
a Jew, the declaration ghll be of his belief;”
and insert the words—** ia the existence of
God, and,”’ so that the clause thall read:
‘‘and a declaration of beliefin the existence
of G.d, ani in a futur: state of rewards
and punishments.”” I submit that as my
amendment, in liea of the mo!ion to strike
out simply which [ first submitted.

Mr. Crarge. [ do not know that that
really differs from the amendment which I
subiitted.

Mr. Joxes, of Somerset. It differs in this
respect oanly : the amendment submitied by
the gentlemun from Pricce George's (Mr.
Clarke) provides two forms of declaration
of belief, either o' whicn the pariy could
sign ; the one a belief in the Christian reli-
giou ; the otoer a beijef in a future state of
rewards snd punishments. This provides
but one form—a declaration of belief in the
existence of God, and in a futare state of
rewards and panishmen's. [t inctudes both
ot the clases which would be embraced in
the amendment of the gentleman from Princs
George's: for the man who believes in the
Christian religion, believes in the exiztence
of God, aud 1a & future state of rewards
and punishments.”’

Mr. CLargg. 1 am wiiling to accept that
ameandwent, and therefore I withdraw the
ameadment I submitted.

The guestion wad upon the amendment of
Mr. Ridgely, to 8) am-nd the latter part of
aricle toirty-six, thatitshould read—*‘ and
a declaration of bzlict in the existence of God,
and in a future state of rewirds aad pun-
ishwents.”



