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eration, no conSideration based on political
place or power could tempt me to join you—
I cannot betray you, for you have my promise
not to do so. But I give you notice now,
that I will use all the power with which God
hus clothed me to its fullest extent to defeat
your infamous scheme.’””  The country knows
how gallantly Mr, Clay fought that Texas an-
nexation scheme, but it does not know his
secret reasons for doing so.

And Mr, C'ay’s declaration is, that the day
after the vote on the aanexation was taken in
the Serate of the United States, when it was
carried by but'one vote—twenty-six to twenty-

five—the leading men who were fully ini-|

tiated into the objects souzht to be accom-
plished, said among themselves, the one to
the other : ‘‘ we must abandon our scheme of
years, or we must get out of this Union.”
For mark you, gentlemen, and here is the
beautiful feature of their scheme, they did not
intend to stop with the acquisition of Texas.
There lay Tamaulipas, Chihuthua and other

Mexican States all around the Gulf of Mexico ,

—there they lay, as they said, just like pears
fully ripe, ready to drop in their laps whea
they were ready to gather them. And their
scheme was to go on in the same way with
those States nntil they had made the Guif of
Mexico in their own lincuage, an inland sea,
surrounded by slave-holding Stites.

Mr. Berry, of Prince George's.
from the secret history of Texas!

Mr. Sanos. Itis from the secret history
of Mr. Clity, which I have in my room and
can show to gent'emen if they desire tocee it.

Mr. Mitzer. Did not Mr. Ciay sy that if
Texas could be annexed without opposition
he would be will'ng to see it done?

Mr. Sanps. Gentlemen c¢in inform them-
selves upon thit subject in their own way.
Mr. Clay dec'ared that from the time that
vote was taken, and they saw what their
strength rea'ly was; when they determined
that one of two things had to be done by
them, =ither to abandon theenterprise which

Is that

they h1d sd fondly and devotedly nursed for
thirty years, or get out the Union—the dec-

laration among these sou hern politicians
was to each other, we must go home and
educate our people up to disunion. And if
gentlemen will just re d this speech of 3lr.
Clay in 1850 they will there fina some inti-
mation of these ficts,

Then it was that the disruption of th's
Union was- de'ermined upon. Then it was
that it was predete: mined by these gentlemen
that the Missouri Compromize should be re-
pealed  And why? Becansethey knew that
g0 long as that line stood there would be
peace in the lund, and they knew thateo long
as there was peace in the land they could ot
get out of the Union ~ They were unwilling
to give up their darling scheme, the one th-y
bad cherished so long. They must bave
some bone of contention to enable them to

‘get out of the Union, and they knew that
lay only in the slavery question. That is
the true secret of their repealing the Missouri
Compromise. They knew that so long as
there was peace in the land they could not
dissolve the Union, and conld not carry out
their scheme. There stood the Constitution
which they professed so much tolove; there
it stood in thrir way. ltwaslike Mordecal
gitting at the King’s gate, right in their path,
and they could not go up to the gorgeous
feast which their imaginations had spread
for them, as long as the hated Jew was in
the wav. Youremember Haman’s fate.

Mr. Berry, of Prince George's. He was
hanged pretty bigh, was he not?

Mr. Sanps. Hewas, and [ believeas firm-
ly as I bclieve in my Bible, thatthat illustri-
ous example will yet be imitated. [Applause. ]
Mr. Clay found thuse mea out; he knew
them well, knew them like a primer. He
knew that while they were continually cry-
ing out—The Counstitution! The Constitu-

tion! Giveus the Constitution! The Con-
 stitution was the very thing they d'd not
| want. You have all heard of the Irishman
i'who was about tobe tiicd for some offence,
"and was in great trepidation. The Judge
‘noticing his uneasiness, said to him, for the
i purpose of reassuring bim—‘ don't be
alarmed, you will have justice done you.”
! ““Faith,” replied Pat, ‘“thatis just whatI
don’t want,’”’ and just o with thecse men;
i the Constitution was just what they did not
| want,

Now there is another course of constitu-
tivnal reading I wou!d recommend to the at-
tention of my friends here. 1 do not have

i my speech in my pocket; Ihave been drawn
 into this debate unexpectrdly. Iam in that
i respect on a footing with my friend from
'Kent (Mr. Chambers.) But I would ask my
[ fiiends to read the preamble to the articles of
 Confederation, and then read the preamble
| to the Cons'itution, Just listen to what the
i articles of Cunfideration say—
{

+¢ Articles of Confederation and perpetual
Union between the Statcs of New Hampshire,
Massachuseits By, Rhode Is'and «nd Provi-
dence Plavtations, Counecticut, New York,
New Jersey,” &c.

When it was found, as Washington said,
that no alliance beiween the parts, however
sirict, was adequate a3 a substitute for a
government of the whole, then this Con-
stituticn was ndopted, and the preamble at
the head of the Constitution states—

“ We, the pevple of the United States, in
order to furin a more perfect union, establish
justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide
for the comme n defence, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and cur posterity, do ordain and
es'abilich this Constitution for the United
States of America.”

Now upon that point I would just like to




