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Jreemen of the province, had been personally present
at such General JAssemblies, and had consented lo
and approved of the making and enacting such
laws

I has here been clearly shown that in the first
atternpt to establish a house of Burgesses, the
freemen at their option might vote for a repre-
sentative, or that, il they pleased, they could re-
present themselves in person; thus proving, that
throughout the early history of this State, there
was no inequality of politieal righte, and that
each freeman had his equal and incontestable
right to participate equaliy with all the rest in
the enactment of the laws of the province.

This charter granted by Charles, whilst he
was despoiling hisown people in England of their
just hiberties, planted thuse sacred rights of free-
dom here in an age when republican govern-
ment was but little understeod in Europe.

I would ask are the people entitled to less
consideration now than theu? Are we less in-
telligent than our ancestors were upwards of two
centuries ago? Are a republican representative
government less understood or less appreciated
now than then? He hoped not; he did not be-
lieve it to be so, although many on this floor hold
a very ditferent belief.

Having domonstrated that those who thought
with him were not innovating upon the past
but were only trying to restore to the people their
just participation in government as it forwerly
existed. He would now advert to the secoud
branch of enquiry, and prove conclusively that
the single district plan which he now and had tor
long years advocaled, was not contrary too, but
in accordance with the early usage and laws of
this State.

In turning to another part of the venerable old
volume of Francis Bacon, he wuuld show that
this system was adopted in the formation of the
first house of Burgesses long afier the settiement
of the Maryland colony.

“Act: and orders, enacted, made and ordered, :
by William Stone, ksqr., Governor, with the |
consent of the upper and lower Houses of As-
sembly, at a general session therecf, begun the
sixth and ended the twenty-ninth day of April,
1650. !

“N. B. To this Assembly, Burgesses were sent
as delegates or representatives of the freemen of
the several hundreds, there being then only two
connties, viz : St. Mary’s and the lsle of Kent
county; that part of the Province, then called
Providence, being erected into a county, by the
name of Anne Arundel, this present session, ;
chapter 8. The number of delegates were four-

teen, viz :

.1 lo send one member.
i some slight variation was proposed in the North

“«For 8t. Mary's Hundred, . . . 2
St, Inigoes, . . . . . . 1

St. Michaels, . . . . . . 2

St. (reorge’s, . .. 2
Newtown, . . . . . . . 8

St. Clements, « o . . . . 1
Keontlsiand, . . . . . . 1
Providesce, . . . . . . 2
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“T'he separation of this Assembly into two dis-
tinct Houses, was confirmed by an act passed the
first day of their sitting, a copy whereof is here
inserted; and the lower house chose Mr. James
Cox. one of the Burgesses of Providence, 1o be
their Speaker, and William Bretton for their
clerk.

CHAPTER 1.

“An act for settling of this present Assembly,
passed 6:h April, 1650. Be it enacted by the
bLord Proprietary, with wie auvice and consentor
the Council and Burgesses of this Province now
assembled,

“That the present Assembly, during the con-
tinuance thereof, be held by way of Upper and
Lower House, tosit in two distinet Houses, apart,
for the more convenient dispatch of the business
therein to be cousulted of : And thut the Gover-
nor and Secretary, or any one or more of the
Council, for the Upper House; and Mr. Juhn
Hatch, Mr. Walter Brane, Mr. John Medley,
Mr. William Broughe, ¥r. Robert Robins, Mr.
Fraocis Pusie, Mr. Fhilip Land, vir. Francis
Brooke, Mr. Th mas Mathews, Mr. Thomas
Sterman, nr. George Manoers, Burges-es for
Si. Mary’s county; Capt Robert Vaughan, com-
mander and Burgess for the lsle of Keut county;
Mr. George Puddington, and Mr. Jumes Cox,
Burgesses of that pa:t of the county now called
Providence, or any five or more of them, f r the
Lower House, together with the Clerk of that
House for the time being, who shall irom time
to time assemble thewselves at the time and place
to be by the Governor, (or whomsuever of the
Couneil ne ~hall, by writing under his hand, de-
pute for that purpose,) from time to time ap-
powted, durivg this preseat Assembly,shall have
the fuit power of, and be, two Houses of Assem-
bly, to all intents and purposes.

“Aund a'l bill, which shall be passed by the said
two Hou-es or the major part of hoth of them,

;and e acted or ordaned by the Governor, shall

be Laws of the Province, after publication
thereot under the Hand of the Governor, and the
Great deal of the Piovince, a3 fully, to all ef-
fects, in Law, as if they were advised and assented

j unto byalthe freemen of the Province persorally.”

It is prainly proven here that the district pian
and the division of counties entered into the very
orgauization of the first house of Burgesses ag
well as regard for the population of the several
hundreds. Whilst St.- Mary’s county was divi-
ded and represented by hundreds, some hun-
dreds sent but one member, some two, whilst
St. George’s sent three.

Thus the plan which [ have proposed and ad-
vocate has this high and ancient example to
sus:am and justify it. The plan I advocate is to
divide all the counties and city of Baltimore into
single districts of coatiguous territory as nearly
equal in populati n us may be, a d each district
The same principle with

Carolina Co wvention in 1835, by Mr Gaston—
the most distingwished lawyer and statesman of
tta. day in his State. As it may be interesting
to this Convention to hear tue views of une who



