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the Esstern shore, one in the lower counties of
the Western shore, one in the Westera connties of
the State and one in the city of Baltimore. And

the gentleman, [ Mr. Harbine,] said it could rot!

degenerate into a political machine—that itaught
not to be a political machine, and yet, m the
very next breath, he auswered his own argument
bv saymng, that one of the commisioners to be
electea from the Eastern shore would he a Whig
—one from the city of Baltimore a Democrat—
one from the lower countics on the western shore
a Whig and one from the upper counties on the
Western shore o Democrat, and vet, accordingito
the gentleman’s thesry, no political machtue.
He, [Mr. D..] had listened to learn what were
the duties of this offire.
ties eontained in the propositionof the geutleman
from Frederick—eznd what were they s
often heard it =uid that a person in after life was
apt to beiray his carly trabniing The gentleman
said the board should ¢ exercise o diligent super-

vision an all public workes, a board to superintend |

a board—one overseer to overlouk another over
seer  That was a sirgilar idea—u clear defini-
tion of duties—a diingent supervision.”  Well,
he, [¥r. D} was put to itat once to see where
this idea cawe from. A commitiee to superin-
tend ! He could only find an snatogy for it in
the political theu're in which the
been reared, had speunt bis early i Both par-
ties were accustomed to have comuitiees of vigi-
lance to lock after political conzerns, to bunt up

Tie only defined du-:

e had!

ileman had

voters and bring them to the polls, and to incite;

themn to actiou—a committee of vigilance—a
board to superintend a board.

Now the gentleman said that Baltimore ought
not to control the Potomac interest, and he sup-
posed vice verse. Lot us suppose the gentleman
elected to this board, and in the performance of

his new duty, he addresses blinself to the Presi-|

Nwaln

cayT

dent of thie Ratlroad eompauy, LN
your rates of toll are wrong and ought to be
changed.”
lant supervision and vomrol over him,” &e.

it was “his duty to exercise a vigi-:

“by

Mr. Swann would reply, that the Legisiature

had given him the sole power over the subject
by its charter, granted twenty yoars ago. Wit
you, Mr. Taomas, do me the faverto e

It was unnecessary for hin, [Mr. D..] ¢ read
it, every intelligent gentloman kuew that the
Iresident and Directors had the coutrol over the
whole matter, and no commitiee of vigilance
could have any control over thew whatever.
The gentleman would be brought to a stand still.
And so it was in rezard to tue Susquehanna rasl
rosd company and the Chesapeuke and Ohio
canal company, exsept as hiefore said in the lat-
ter compuny,a negative upon reduction of toils.
They had given each company a board of public
works, ctonerwise called a hoard of directors.
They had given them perpetial charteis—they
had defined their power and duties—they could
cmploy engineers—let out contracts—fix salaries
—adjust tolis, &e., &e. You might control and
manage it as you please. but it was utterly out of
your power. You conld not, with alf your para-
phiernalia get away from these works the power
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amine it}

they already have. It had been said that a com-
petition for the coal trade had been gotten up,
between the Chesapeake and Obio canal and the
Baltimore and Obio railroad companies, that
cach one had drawn down the tolls in order 1o
draw the trade from the other  Now, he felt it
his beunden duty and pleasure. to say, acting in
the condition he did, ay @ representative of the
State’s intercst in both woils, that Mr. Swann
had put that question at rest, and had placed it
in its true light. He hud sa d here 1 regard to
the coal trade and the action upon it this :
¢ In regurd to the increase of conl ransporta-
tion,” (Mr. Swann in his letter to the City Coun-
cils, says,) ¢ | would reviark, thut the subjeccis
oune which has engaged the attention of this
Compnay, and that during the progress of the
work to the Ohio river, an ineresse supply of
coal may be expeeted b puss over the road.”

This looks to the roul trade oniy during the
progress of the work tewards the Ohio river.
{le goes on, Fo what extent this transpot tation
will be angmented, must depend upon the market
in New York and thie eastern cities, and the faeil-
ity with which the Cumberiand conl may he
brought iato corapetition with the Pictou and
other coals now soid 1 those markets.”

But this was the point he (Mr. D ) wished to
call the attention of the Convention to. ““In the
quality of the article,1t is belisved that no coal
in this conutry compares with thatof the Allega-
vy region for thic various purpeses 1o which
steam applied, and with some reducticn in
price 1t is :lv to become no less popular as a
domestic fuel”

“In the reeent astion of the Board of Directors
of this Compauy redueing the cost of transporta-
tion on coal, ou and afier the fisst of June next,
referonee had solely to the hnportance of
giving encourngement 16 this article with a view
to increased conswmplion.’
gsliere, Lo (Mr. D)) took it was the cause—the
true reasons for the reduction of the tolls on coul
that Compauy. He was bonud to beheve it
was the sole eause, beeause Ny, Swaun saud so,
avd il it wus not, he of eourse would not have
said g0, He (Mr. D)y avowed it was the reason
that operated upon his own mind, when he gave
his as=ent to a reduction on the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal. 1t was the competition of the Pic-
tou and other coals iis New York and elsewhere,
and he would refer to the price ot coals in order
to show the absclute necessily there was for this
reduction, 1t was well known that the Chesa-
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peake and Chio Canal was commenced twenty

years ago—that, owing to circumstances, the
completion of it was retarded il fast antumn—
that through other avenues the anthracile coul
had come iolo very general use.  te held in his
Land the price of that coal in New York from its
introduection in 1838. He presimed, however,
it was before that time—for, he believed that in
1820 anthravite coal was introduced into Phila-
delphia.

In 1838 Schuylkill coal retailed in New York
at $8.75 per ton. The price has since been gra-
dually coming down, and it is now retailing in



