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from [larford ashis lecturer, and his Jectnre was
therefore, wholly gratvitous.  No  member on
this floor should impugn his motives. When
they talked ahout Buncumbe, he would go to
s -ne othier portions of the State—to Harford. He
caine here tearlessly, and indep-ndently to do his
duty. It'iuso doing, he should tread wupoun the
tors of every gentieman upon this luor—ah! even

the geutleman from Hartord—he couid not help |
i

[

He, (Mr. H. ) meant fearlessly to move here
in whatever he night believe to be his public
duty. In this he called upon the members of
thie Convention t 1 si-ow their self-acrificing sp r-
it. . When they sp k- of this pruceeding as being
¢ barefaced,” he thought that belonged 10 another
Quarter.

He thought the gentleman who had read him
this leciure had woved in ma'ters here, quite ss
barefaced as his preposivion  He, (Mr. b ) was
not o be driven from his position 1y denoneia-
tions of that sort, when he believed he was per-
forming his duty. He believed th.t the pas.age
‘of a proposition like his, wasa duty the Conven-
tion owed itsell and a duty which it owed 1o the
State of Maryland., He askeaf they were here
muking ; lace ror themselves, or had they come
t. thi~ Convention, honestly. fuill fullyto seyve the
people of the Siate of Mary anu.

Me. MceHenry dec ared that he had meant to
to cast no imput tion upon the motives of either
the genileman from Dorehester or the gentleman
from Anne Arundel. He had refere ce exclu-
sive y to the charscter of the proposition as ap-
parent on its face.

Mr. Ranpary said that the propositicn. what.
ever (f weal or of wothere might be i it, origi-
nated with hamself 1t did wol orizing e in ths
Couvention.  Wihen first he had an opportani y
of appeari g belore 1he people, (and he beleved
the gentiemun I"om Carcoll was present ) having
heard much said of candidates seeking seats io
this Coavention, for the parpose of vacating of
fices and obtulning places. he wished to meet
that osjestion prowpty, and nip it in the tul.
Hetherelore stted 1 the jeople, that if they
should honor him with a veat i the Cunvertion,
he wou d erdeavor to prevent this charge heirg
alleged ugainst any memlt er of tha: Convention
a ! that he woullt do it for thesake of the h nor
and dignity of the members themselves. It was a
preage whach he then made, stating that as for
hinself, he stoutd aceept no offi e und r th-
Constit tien within that limitation.  He hoped
his ta ure life wo 11 carry it out.  He had pro-
pused this disqualification for a limited prriod of
time, beeanuse by iis €x, iration he thought every
i du-ement supyosed to be inflential in this re-
spect upon members would cease.  For thig rea-
son, he would ~ay to the g ntlewan from Calvert,
(vir Sollers ) that the adopiion of this amerd
ment, would be @ute suffi -ient to remove the sus-
picins of an hinproper metive . No man in ths
life cou'd reasonabiy brexpected to be influenced
n i hs action ona Constitulion by any rob-
able pessonal emolument, he might p ssibly de-
sae e years hence lrom its im.uou, uls=

1 qualify him fir five years, and that wonld effec-
Ctually remove all suspicion of ar due it fluence—

| that was i~ motive.  He introduced the propo-
tsition early jn the seseion, ana bad it referies to
la commitiee of which he believed the gentlenan
H{rom Charles, (Mr. Jen fer.) wasthe chainman—
| the omnibus committee a< it had be enludicriously
| termed — but novting was cone in the mater

‘He bad declared that he intended from his
place, to inquire of The cammittes il 1they intend.
¢d to report upon the solject?  And if they did
‘nat. to give nofice that on a particular day he
would call up the subject beiore the Conven-
tion—but his friend from Dorchester, [Mr.
Hicks.) had anticipated hun. So mueh then, tor
his motive. He believed every gentleman in
the Convention, desired to be exempt lrom the
saspicion of improper motives in hisaction here,
and he did hope this would be manifesied by
adepting this proposition; he did hope that they
would thus show their disiuterestedne s. It
would give a sanction to the Constitution they
were forming. which no other principle it could
contain, could pos<illy confer upon it. Let the
p-ople of the State b~ fully impiess-d with the
conviction that this Convention assembled here
with no other view than tte promotion of the
b st interests ol the people, and that every mod-
ification of the Constitution was designed with-
out party or personal views for the soleadvance-
ment ol the public good, and in their estimation
it would conter upon the Constirution a charac-
ter that it would not otherwise possess.

It had been said that this propos tion would
be dishonorable to themselves. Their fatheis
did not think so when they framed similar pro-
visions in our Coustitution of 1776. They nro-
vided that the Governor should take no bribe,
and how be should Le punishied when he should
violate such provision. They imposed restric-
tions, prohibiting members of the Legislature
from accepting offices &e. This Convention
was not supethuman; it elaimad no cuch prerog-
ative here. In this present Couostitution, similar
restiictions had already been imposed where im-
preper influences might exist. He would say,
and every gentleman would bear him out in the
assertion. that there was no Constitution in the
United States, which had not some such restrice
tions, upon the nfficers of it< government, lound-
ed apon the apprehension of danger where auy
temptation to du wiong existed

In regard 10 the objectr n that we wonld, by
adopring thys proposition, he iwposinz res trictions
«n the rights ol "he prope to elect whom they
pleased—he admitted this was such a re triction.
{'he prople of every government were restricted
hy their constitutions. or ratiier they thereby re-
siricted them-elves in the exrreise of their natu-
ral migtas. Their present Constitution forbade
the pecple to elect the same individual sherift for

ix vears.  ‘They had. also, sioce 1836, £ bidden
the people toeleet a Gavernor, except from par-
ticular distr cts A Counstitution, from beginning
1o end, was hut restr tions upon tights. Gov-
roment itseif was a restriction upon natural
rtohis for tue pubhe good, la speaki.g, there-




