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o elevate his fortunes and gratify his aspirations;
such aspirants would unite and concentrate, and
at the end of this political cycle, a grand effort
would be made by the aggregate mass. It was
like accumulating back water, er collecting steam
with the safety-valve closed. He was for giv-
ing it vent as fast as it was generated. He did
not desire ten years, during which ambitious
men would be preparing a lever which every man
of them would seize at the appointed time, though
every man would work it for his own exclusive
benefit. It was a law of our nature, feit by
the masses as well as individuals, that when an
object is extremely accessible, the desire of pos-
sessing it is very much diminished, while to with-
hold it, is a certain means of magnifying its
charms, and whetting the appetite for its posses-
sion. We were true sans of mother Kve—the
forbidden tree yields the fruit most to be desired.

Mr Brewnt of Baltimore city, observed that he
would not have said any thing on the subject
again, but for the remarks of the gentleman from
Prederick, (Mr. Thomas,) yesterday, in vegard
to the objections he pointud out in his, (Mr. B.'s)
proposition.  This morning, too he had thought
proper to refer to the objections taken by him to
the pupposition, which he, (Mr B,) would ans.
wer adjuriefly as possible. It scemed tohim that
this was one of the most important subjects that
could come before the Couvention, and he reli-
giou-ly pelifbed it would have the most impor-
1ant beavifl upon the question of adopting the
new Consfution. He believed that imperfect
as they mght make the Constitution, if they guar-
antied 1o lbe people the right, independent of
Legislatures, independent of political combina-
tions and caprice, the right to pass upon the great
question whether they would have a Conventior;
and, if they should decide to have it, that
they sho 'ld obtain that boon, the first of their de-
sire, without any mortal control to prevent it.
He did believe that the people would be dis-
posed to accept the Constitution, although it
might affurd only partial relic, if this great right
was secured.

Mr. B. next proceeded to examinte the various
propasitions penuing, in relation to cailing anoth-
er Convention, and coming down to the mode
proposed by the majority of the commitiee ou
that subject, he remarked that the report of the
commitiee instructed the Legislature to pass an
act to tuke 1the sense of the people, Jeaving the
respective Houses to make tie necessary ar-
rangements for carrying out their will; in faet,
giving them the control of the matter, and the
power to say that the Convention should sit thirty
or sixtly days; that they shoulu be restricted in
their amount of pay, &e.. thus controiling the
whole action of the Couvention, by conirolling
the purse strings of the treasury. 1€ the proposi-
tion passed in that form, he would vote for iton-
1y as a dermier resort, afier failing in his own pro-
position.  Many members of this Convention had
taken this broad issue, thatl they would not trast
the Governor, although we might make it a
solemn constitutional duty on him to issue his
proclamation to the people, and leaving no dis-
crotion with him to act or not. Now he, (Mr.
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B.,) was more dispnsed 10 trust the Governur
than a legislative body. And why? Fecause
where the responsibility was divided among a
number of me:, we knew there was not half the
moral responsibility felt by each member as by
one single head. It had become a proverb that
a corporution had no soul. 1t was because mem-
bers, coliectively acting in their aggregate capa-
city, did not feel the same moral obligation and
iesponsibi:ity that anindividual did.

He would say this, withou: taking into the ac-
count the political counsiderations which very
frequently govern and wurp the judgment and
disceetion of men in legislative bodie«. It seem-
ed to him there were a thousamd modes by whish
a legislature, desiring to defeat and nullify the
iujusctions ot'the Caoustitution, could effeetually
do it, and the people mixht have to wait ten
years longer. And where was the responsiility?
Divided between the two houses. But the
greatest responsibility would rest upon this Cou-
vention, for having placed this great popular
right at the mercy of the legislature.

With regard to the great constitutional duty
enjoined upon the Governor, and about the exe-
cution of which, some gentlemen had expressed
their fears, he would oniy say that he did not en-
tertain thew

The duty was one on'y of a mere ministerial
cha:acter, and he did not for a moment bdelieve
that a Governo: would dure Lo violate a solemn
injunction placed upon him in the Covstitution.
If he did, he was liable to be impeached. But
ihe legislature could not be impeached.

{t hail been said here, that in 1860, a Gover-
nor might be elected hostile to veform. Now,
that was to presuppuse a very unnatural state of
things; for, if the pecp e in their aggregute vote,
should express their desive at the ballot-box to
have a Coavention they would certainly not eiect
a man hostite to Constitutional refo m. If a
man elected to the oflice of Governor should not
carry out the people’s wish in this respect, he
would violate every trust and confidesce reposed
in him, and be guiity of nwral treason.and the
whole tremeandons responsibility would be on
bim.

#lr. Howanp remarked, that they had reach-
ed a stage in their discussions which involved
the most intricate, abstract. and unexplored prin-
ciples that they had yet encountered. 1t was
this: whether it was wise to provide for a peri-
odical recurrence of a vote of the people of the
State in relation to a change in their organic
Jaw. Upon that question they had no experience
to guide them-——nothing that was definite and re-
liable. Now, the gentleman from Kent, [Mr,
Chambers.} and the gentleman from Dorchester,

! [Mr. Phelps.] both agrecd with him, und indeed

he believed they sll agreed that what they were
in search of now was to tranguilise the public
mind. at least for a long interval  That was the
de<ideratum. How should they reach it? It
was his opinion that a provision, like that under
counsideration —much more t=an that which was
offvred yesterday by the genlleman from the city
of Baltimore, (Mr. Brent) would produce that
very effect more eompletely than any other sys-




