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each county, and one from the city of Baltimore,
which s purely territarial; and in every scheme
for representation in the House, except that spo-
ken of hy the geatleman from Baltimore city,
(Mc. Brent,) the territorial principle is to be

lar scheme, | am now considering, it is to
fouad in that feature, which secures to each
county at least two members, in all events. .

And here, Mr. President, allow me to make a
re ark necessary to prevent misapprehension. 1
have seeu the idea adva-ced, that the govern:
ment of VMaryland, is a ¢ nfeder:tion of coun-
ties. I hold no sueh opinion,  The counties, as
such, possess no sovereignty. They are mere
municipal divisions of the State, es-ablisied for
the convenience of government, 1 claim cepre-
sentation to be apportioned in part o these er-
ritorial divisions. 0.1, because it will ensure the
representation of every wnterest, and give to the
people of every section a’check nipon the action
of other secti s, mjii- us to thetr interesis; a
mensure T deem essential to their protection ano
happiness.

Here then, Mr. President, is a prineiple lying
at the foundution of owr government, wiich
comes dovn tous,crowned with the experience of
two centuries.  Under the dirert age: ey of this
prin-ip e, kiden, the iasta d proudest of the 1m-
perial Governors, was driven from our soii, a:d
the sons of viaryland, assumed the priviteges and
respousibilities of freemen. OQur fathers, amid
the din of arms, and with their garments rrd
with the blood of that revoiut:on,which was com-
menced and prosecuted to achi ve civil liberty
and constitutional governs ent, engraftcd 1t in
our orzanic law,and under its henign influ-
ence. we have lived and prosperrd. Gen ra
tions have risen and floarisheit, and passed away
—iarylaud has grown from a pour and feeble
colony to a rich, populous and independent State.
The foot prints of oppression ard tyranny have
never marred the beauty of oursoil, Lite, liverty,
pro -erty and lubor, have found here a rure and
safe asylum. The meanest and mighti-st have
alike shared its benefits Then. why shail we
abaudon it? Why set at nought the teachings of
time, and venture on new experine s whose
best promise, if reulized can never exceed the
fru-tion of the past, whose slightest failure will
entail ruin on the future?

Mr., President, it = ay not be in our power at
this late day, to recall all the 1easuns which gave
rise to this rule.  We cannot trave: hack through
the long lapse of years, and drscribe all the mo-
tives which irdueed our forefuthers to me rpo-
rate the element of terrivory into their schewe of
representation ; nor can we trace the motives
which. under all circumstances, have induced an
adherence to il. Some of the reasons have,
doubtless, in the change of time and circum-
stances, ceas:d to operate; but others con-
tinue in ful! force to this day, and new ones have
arisea which imperiousiy require the smaller
counties to reais their preseptie preseatation, to

|find her pecubarry situated. Fhe

i fows through the entire fength of the State from
discerned more or less clearly. 1In the particu- 'l no:v:] t:» ‘:‘E T

be "qual portions.

preserve them from abeolute dependance upon
the larger countics aud the city of Baltimore.

If we look to the geography of Maryland, we
Ches -peake

south dividing ti-e ~tate into une-
The Eustern Shore s nuw, and
always must rec.ain, an agricalw .l egion, It
is adupted to the use of slive lavor. i'ie Weste
ern Shore is also divided nto two sect ons; one
“of whic™ may be cal ed Lie ride water rection;
|and that whove ti e water may he calicd the
| western section.  These two sections are very
id teent  The tide water section s a grai. and
I'tub-ceo region; slave labor is xceedingly pro-
. duetive, and the vumber of slaves is ne.Tly ¢ qual
\ o the number of the whites, "This section has
U io minerals, and is not adapted to munufa tures.
Inwany of it cburscteristies, it ishkethe Ea tern
sShove; and 10 some extent their interest are the
same. The west tu section steiches along the
couthern borde v of - eprsylvania, and its inhabi-
‘ants pariake in a great dogroe of the character
of the mhabit-nts f that >tate. i this region
slave labor is not pre duc tive, and the number of
slaves 15 comparaive iy swail. The counvy 18
nilly - d in parts mountainous an: while 1 con-
tains larve tract of fertile Jard a large part of
its surface is vot adapted tu ay icu ture It
abounds in water powsr. and s large part of its
ca. ital aud labor is devoted to manufactures,
which are aunually incressing, ‘The extreme
west is @ rich miner | region. The supplies of
coal ana iron are inexhsustib e; and th re now
afforded a cheap ard converient outiet by mesns
of the public works constructed at the expense of
the State, sre attracting, vnd will continue to at-
tract, cupital and imnogration,  Aliegary 18 « @4
tined, at no distant day, to be the most populous,
and richest county in the State. Her lands are
not adapted to agriculiure. Her population,
which must soon be humense, will be exclusive-
Iy ecgaged in winng and wanufacturing SI very
scarcely exists in that count ; the whuie number
of her slavisis but reven hundred avd twe- ty-
four From the character of the counuy.a d
the direcuiun given (o lubor, slave labor never
can be profitable there. Slavery must therefure
rapidly dimini-h ana soon entirely disappear.

Another strikii g feature in th: condition of
Maryland, i the lar:e commercial and mun- fac-
tu ing city of Baltimore. which a 1eady numbers
a popuiation nearly equal to one third f the en-
tire population of the whule State ard i rapit-
ly i creasing. ‘T'hat city exercises a lurge influ-
ence i the uffairs of Maryland. a d is desu ed
herea'ter to merease stil- greaterin influence. Her
relations to the rest of the State, aund the pohey
she is likely to pursue, will presently be particu-
laily cousidered.

It is to be remembered too, that the different
clusses of popuiation are very unequal y distri-
buted. .

I have compiled from the Iast census the fol
lowing 1able, which show« the inequa.ity in the

several divisions of the State already referrdio:



