ns

injustice to the ¢ity of Baltiriote, yet thére was
some thing in his course which conviiced me
th-t he would vote for it, notwithstanding ali he
had sald ; and if he did, what would become of
his arguinent? What would become of his theury
in relation to population? What would become
of the respect due toihe immen-¢ wealth of the
city of which the gentleman ialks so niuch? The
gentleman stoud prepared to compromise them
at two-fifths of what he insisted, was their just
weight. Sir, his argament is worth notiung
when contradicted by his vote, But he designs
further agitation, no matter what inay be done
here! I comnmend that declaration to the notice
of the gentleman from Wasliington, and the gen

tlewnan from the Easiern Shore, who are acting
with bim on this question! »ir 1 repeat, the
gentlemen from Bal imore city——the Attorney
General—is the only consistent man on that side
of the questi-n  He dares to look his own theo-
ries in the face, and act them out,

Mr. Président, 1 have been drawn off in a di-
rection | did not design to pursue. 1 return to
my friend from Allegany. | have another word
for him ot the suhjeet of wealih. Heé maintdin:
ed that wealth ought to be represented.

Mr. Weser cxplained. HE said he was for
representation based on  whité pbpulation” and
wealth combined. o

Mr. CrisFierp.  Thisidea of wealth beibg re-
presented, was rather a ticklich subject, and it
might lead gentlemen where they had not bar-
gained to go.

If Allegany, or Washington; or Frederick, hy
reagon bf their greater wealth, were entitled to
more political power than Somérset, why not
carfy the priveiple a step further, and say that
the man who had the most wealth, shiould have
the most votes? )

Mr. Wepkr explained. He had not proposed
to make property the basia of representation,
He had simpty said, if the gentiemen chose to
take the South Carolina basis—white population
and tasation combined, he would have no objec.
tion The table he had presented, a copy of
which, he had furnished the. gentleman, showed
that e had calculated hoth the direct and mis-
cellaneous taves, the inxes upon . business as well
as the taxes upon property. . :

Mr. CrisriELD proceeded. I am sure that
the gentleman fiom Allegany did not think .of
the consequences to which his theory leads. I
am quite sure be did not think his propositicn
was 50 vulnerable and so likely to become odi-
ous. as it now seemud, or he never would have
presen ed it.

Bu: the conclusions T have drawn from it are
patural, and in every way legi-imate  If coun-
ties areto have representation in proporti n to
their wealth, why are not individuals? Can any

reason be assigned why the pri..ciple. if true, is |

not as applicanle to persons as to countiest No
reason can be assigned. It is a ductrine which
cannot be defended. Gentlemen must enther
abandon it, or render themselves obnoxious to
the charge of a want of proper respect for pop-
ular rights,

Mr. President, I shall not’ occupy your timé
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with an ‘examination of the statistics produced hy
gentlemen, to show thai Baltimore city and the
west, are superior to us in wealth. I would be
quite easy to show that those in relation to the
teXes apparently paid by the city ae falacious,
It would not be at all difficult to demonstiate
that very many of the indirect taxes, collected
in that eny, aund for which she now claims addie
ti~ual influcnice. are in truth, paid by, the pegple
of the rural distriets, in the suape of increased
price on commodities purchased in that city.
But I will spare this body aud myself the labor
of the investigation and admit that the city and
the west, are greatly our superiors in wealth and
population. ]

ut does it thence follow, that we must submit
to their demands?  Are these the only elemiens
to be regarded in the distributivn of Ppolitical
power? )

The gentleman from Baltim re eitv, (Mr.
Gwinn,) cannot coneewe on what principle repe
resentation is to ve based, if not on property and
population  There is another principie, which
lies far deeper, which gentemen sgem o have
overlooked. Government 18 not an invention
simply to increase a: d preserve wealth, and to
concentrate the power of uuwbers, 113 object
15 to protect the gorerned—ihe whole fiom a
common enemy—the parts from each other.
Protection is 1s great end; and Leace its powers
must te so apportioned, as that every class, eve~
ry interest and every part of the State may have
enough of power {o defend itvell from the as.
saults of hostile interests That governmest
whieh fails to place within the rcach of every
class of its subj. cts, power sufficiently strong to
secure it from the oppression of every other class
has not altained the object of i:s institution, and
is not eutitled to ve called free.

It is a great mistake to suppose that majorities
have aiy natural right to govern. Itistrue, t at
from necessity, they may assume such powers as
self-preservation requires.  Bu this is only in
cases of grest and immediate danger, and the as-
sumption can be ju-tified ¢nly 83 long as the peril
continues. a: d its safety can: ot otherwi-e be pres
setyed. 1t becoines iyra. ny as soon as the ex-
retmity has ceased to press. It is the same 1ight
which every one poséesses to preserve his own
life and libeny s it arises in sinnlar necessiy,
and st e exercised with similar limitation by
society. It never can jusily become the foundu-
tionuf regular and syst. matie government, The
only ri.hiful authority which belor gy 10 majori-
tics aries from cor pact. Lo a stare of naiure,
0 e man has no right to eontrol his feliow, or
one class or sce.don of a community 1o con-
tro! another class or section. Kach is tqually
free equally independent and possesses equal
rigits.  In forming goveriments cach memuer
~f society acts for hunsell’; he surrenders such
powers as he can du without, and retains such
as are essential to his own protecton. So with
different classes of socirty, and different sections
of the State. Each gives up to be ad ./ inistered
by the common authurity, for the common bepe-
i fit such powers as promote that of ject; and re-
tains ‘such, as fiom a view of the dangers to




