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sures, and were called upon to mourn over that
organie law adojted by our fathers, containing
such restyictions a d qualifications.

Mr B.suid his coustituents were honest, and
he was willi g 10 du them justice. He was un-
wiliing that injustice shou.d, by his vote, be
done to any part of the State. We were assem
bled togettier for the purpose of framirg an or-
ganic lawy, not for Montzomery county, not for
the city « f Baltimore, but such a Constilution as
wauld be plea-ing and acceptable to 1he citizens
of Maryla d, and unless t-ey adopted such an in-
stru s ent: his word for it, there five montiis labor
will have been in vain. the Constitu jon re jected,
and they would return to their consiituents, dis-
griced a:d dishonored. Althongh he had been
an humble member on that flour, al hough his
vo.ce had not been heard in 1hese halls before,
still ho hud thonght doeply and i ‘tontly upun all
the subjerts befure 1he Convention,

He h d 1ot been wanting in couversation with
gentlemen of this b dy, and in comparing notes.
witn a view of ascertaining the necessities and
wishes of the people in every section of the tate.
Wiien he voted for the p gjet of the gentleman
from Washingion, (Mr Fiery,) he believed that
it was a lair, honest und just compromise of this
compiex and d.fficult question which was now
agitating every section of the State, and that the
citizens of Maryland, (restricled as the Legisla-
ture had been by other provisions of this Cunsti-
tation,) would adopt it as the true basis. He
had informed his constituents that he was in fa-
vor of a compromise, and that he believed this
the only one which would ensure the adoption «f
the new Const ition.  What had they done al-
rea:iy 7 They had restricted the Legislature from
any mterference whatever between master and
slave. They had stripp d her of all power to
appropriate money for internal inprovements
't hese were two grea: results which the citizens
of Murylind vesired to eff ct in this Cunvention
They h.d taken fr m the Governor as far as
they had progress.d. all patronage, amd placed
it in the ha ds of the people. Would not the
citizens of Maryland be satisfied with this demon-
stration on the pari of the delegates from ail
portions of the Stute? But we had been u-ked
whether we would foster ihe great city of Balti
more to the ruin a-.d destruction of the small
counties? He had read of ihe different organs of
the human bo'y having quarreled with each
other—the leeth refused to masticate the fuod
th tongué its office, &e. The result was, that
the poor man pined and died, aud so it would pe
with the State were the counties to war with the
city of B.ltimore The prusperity of the coun-
ties were us dependant upon the city as the city
was .upon the counties—each dependant upon
the other.  His cotleagne in complaining of th-
city of Bltimure, had had the frankness to ai-
mit that Monigomery I d not added to her pro:-
periy. He, (vr B.,)regretted it. it wast ue
Mouizmery had not co -tribated much to he:
g~ wih. Her market had been principally in
the District of Columbia, and not until within
the last ten or fifteen years had she made the
city of Baltunore her market. But where was
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the market of the balance of the State, and now
of Montgomery. if it were not in the city of Bal-
timore ?  Did they not send their tobacco and
- ther producls, the growths of her soil, to that
city? "Aud did she not become the purchaser
of ‘almost sli their producis He beiicved that
the city was siill willing to encourage and pro-

| mote the prosperity «f the counties.

Huppose we should give to the city of Balti-
more representation according to population in
the popular branch of the Legi-iature, and
give Lo each of the couuties ana the city of Bal-
tmore wne sonator ; he would ask, how could the
city of Baltimore do any act deleterious 1o the
iuterest of the counties if the Senate wei e honest?
Was it ot a ch: ck upon the pupular branch. and
would not that check be exerted ? Would not
any senatcr be recreant 1o his trust if he failed to
place his velo upoh the action of the popular
branch whenever that activu sheuld prove, 1 his
Jjudgmeut, destructive to the best iuterest of 1he
counties? This was the conservative branch of
the government and territorial power was pre-
served in her.

W Bt more could we want or desire? Did we
wish to disfranchise the city of Baltimore. and
declare by our act. that no man in that city
should have a voice in the councils of our State?
Would not such a course be unjust; and would
any individual, either of the city or the counties,
be wiiling to act thus unwisely and unjustly to
any part of the State? lf there was such an in-
dividual, it was not he, for he desired justice to
be done to all. At the same time, he desired 10
retain the check upon the popular branch lest
popular will might be carried too far. He wish-
ed, therefore, to have the Senate as it at present
stands, so that nothing unwise or improper
should be enacted.

Mr. B. said,although he admired the eloquent
speech of his friend trom Charles, [Mr. Brent.]
who addressed the house en yesterday, and had
listened to it with great attention, he thought
the fears expressed by him were unfounded.—
That if he had reflected for a moment upon the
action of the Legislature of the State, during ihe
session of 1849 and '50, he would have there
seen that at this time there were no ground for
his fears.  For thirty years prior to that session,
Maryland had. with a steady step, advagced to-
wards emancipating at some distant day her
slaves; every law upon that subject had pointed
to that resuli! The delegates from the lower
counties had participated in these enactments,
But at the ses-ion of 1849-"50,the State upon the
subject of slavery became healthy again, and
now stands a« she did thirty years ago. For
thirty years last past. the laws of this State pro-
hibited the importation of slaves within her bor-
ders; and more recently one of her own citizens
could not take his slave to our sister State Vir-
ginia, with the intention of residing there, and
then bring that slave back without first mak ng
an affidavit that he did not bring said slave into
the State for traffic, and record the same in the
clerk’s office of the county, in which he intended
to reside; and paying a bonus for the benefit of




