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Preamble,

22 CHARLES Lod BALTIMORE.

At a Seffion of ASSEMBLY, begun and held at the
City of Annapolis, the 26th’ Day of Apri/; in the
22d Year of the Dominion of the Right Honourable
CHARLES, abfolute Lord and Proprietary of the
Provinces of Maryland and Avalon, Lord Baron
of Baltimore, &c. and ended the 28th Day of My,

Arnno Domini 1737. ‘The following Laws were
Enadted. '

SamueL Ocre, Efq; Governor.

CHAUP 1
An A for the further explaining and carrying into Execution, * An A% for
laying out and applying Three Thoufand Five Hundred Pounds Current Money

of Maryland, o the Ufes therein mentioned. Lib. B.L.C. fol. 169.
* 1733, ch. 8. Explanatory Al 1735, b 2.

C H A P IL
An ACT for the more effe¢tual Punifhment of certain Offenders,

and for taking from them the Benefit of Clergy. Lib. B.L.C.
fol. 170.

ORASMUCH as all the Laws heretofore made for the Punithment of
F Offenders, and for Securing honeft Men in their juft Property, are
found by Experience to be infufficient for thofe Purpofes; and
that the poorer Sort of People, who are obliged, for want of better
Conveniencies, to keep their Goods in Tobacco-Houfes, and other Out-
Houfes, are more expofed to be Pillaged and Robbed of their Subftance than

-Perfons of greater Ability; and that confiderable Part of the Property of

Penalty on
Perfons brea-
king Tobac-
co, or other
Out-}Houfes,
and ftealin
thence to the
Value of 5.
Sterling.

People of all Conditions, are kept in Out-Houfes, not only remote from
their Dwelling-Houfes, but alfo very weak in themfelves, and eafily broken;
which hath given frequent Opportunities to Offenders to break into fuch
Houfes, and to Steal from thence divers Goods and Chattels, to the utter un-
doing of fome poor Perfons, and the prejudice of all Sufferers. And whereas
feveral other Offenders have Stolen Boats and other Veflels, and even Slaves;
which Practice is of the moft dangerous Tendency, and may, if not timel
prevented, occafion Piracies, and all Manner of Villainies; and that Offen-
ders have been encouraged to commit the faid Crimes, by the Lenity of our
Laws, and Expectation of having the Benefit of Clergy, when deteGed :

II. jfo) the more effe@ual Prevention of which Crimes, and Punifhment
of fuch Offenders as fhall commit any of them; 3¢ it €natied, by the Right
Honourable the Lord Proprictary, by and with the Advice and Confent of his
Lordfbip's Governor, and the Upper and Lower Houfes of Affembly, and the Au-
thority of the fame, That any Perfon or Perfons, who fhall, after the Tenth
Day of September next, break any Tobacco-Houfe, or other Out-Houfes
whatfoever, and Steal from thence any Goods or Chattels, to the Value of
Five Shillings Sterling ; or who fhall counfel, hire, command, aid, or abet,
any Perfon or Perfons, to commit the faid Offences; or who fhall be Ac--
ceffaries to any of the fuid Offences, and be thereof Convi&, by Confeffion,
upon his, her, or their Arraignment, Verdi& of a Jury, or be Out-lawed ;
or who fhall obftinately or of Malice ftand Mute, or peremptorily Challenge

above Twenty, thall fuffer Death as a Felon or Felons, without Benefit of
Clergy.
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