1728. 14 CHARLES Lod BALTIMORE.

"CHAP - "V, Wit QEna&eD; by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by and
XXUL il the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfbip’s Governor, and the Upper and Lower |
Mafters of - Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That every Mafter of a Ship,
. E?ilfé f}}:h’l or Veflel, that fhall import any Felons or Offenders, from and after .the
‘monialsof Tenth Day of November, which fhall be in the Year One Thoufand Seven
their Offen- Hundred and Twenty-nine, fhall be obliged to bring an authentic Teftimo-
“Time of Ser- nial of the Offence, or Offences, whereof fuch Felon or Offender hath been,
vitude. or thall be convi@®, and the Number of Years he, fhe, or they, are obliged
to ferve, on Pain of forfeiting the Sum . of Five Pounds Current Money of
Maryland, for every fuch Felon or Offender ; one Half to the Lord Propri-
etary, to be applied to defray the Charge of the County wherein {uch Ship
or Veflel thall ride at Anchor, the other Half to him or them who fhall fue
for the fame, to be recovered by Acion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Informa-

tion, wherein no Effoin, Protettion, or Wager of Law, to be allowed.

. Penalty.

And fhall VI. and be it further Enadted, by rbe Authority, Advice and Confent afore-
lodge fuch  fzrd, That fuch Teftimonial or Teftimonials, fhall be lodg’d by the Mafter,
'\fﬁ‘}t’mm‘ﬂs or chief Officer of fuch Ship or Veflel, importing fuch convi&ted Perfons,
County with the Clerks of the refpective County Courts within this Province, into
Clerk. which fuch Felons or Offenders fhall be Imported and Sold, under the Pe-
f;f‘i{t{;ted nalty of Five Pounds for every Offence; to be recovered and applied as
Cery thereof aforefaid : And any Copy or Copies of fuch Teftimonial or Teftimonials,
%fil‘llebnccéf‘“ under the Hand of fuch County Clerk, fhall be received and admitted as full

and conclufive Evidence, to prove the Matter thercin contain’d.

An Oath to VII. dnd for the better Difcovery of Felons and other Offenders, B¢ it
tf);,;aﬁ;nﬁ:_ Enatted, oy the Authority aforefaid, That all Perfons importing or bringing
val Officer by any Servant or Servants into this Province, by Land or by Water, fhall be
f::?}g“:f’f“ obliged by Virtue of this A&, to declare upon " Oath (or Affirmation if a
vants, Quaker) to the Naval Officer of the Port or Diftri into which fuch Ser-
vant or Servants thall be imported or brought, ¢ Whether any fuch Servant
¢ or Servants, have been convicted of any Crime, to the Knowledge of the
¢« Perfon or Perfons fo importing fuch Servant or Servants, and if any, of
“ what Crime :” And that if it thall appear by the Oath, (or Affirmation if
a Quaker) of fuch Perfon or Perfons, or by any other legal Evidence, that
any fuch Servant or Servants, hath or have been convi&t of any Felony, or
other Offence; {uch Felon, or Offender, thall ferve the fame Term of Years
as is prefcribed and directed in and by the faid Statutes; any private Con-
tra& or Agreement to the contrary notwithftanding. ‘

h The Form of this Oath being too extenfive, is altered by the A& of 1729, ch. 26, viz.
¢« Whether to the'beft of their Knowledge, fuch Servant or Servants be then under Sentence of
¢ Tranfportation ; and if fo, for what Offence, and the Term of Years they have to ferve,”

Penalty on VIII. 9dnd be it further Enaited, That any Perfon importing or bringing
é’:.ff:fﬁrsr:_f any Servants in this Province as aforefaid, and that fhall refufe to declare up-
fufing 10 take on Qath (or Affirmation if a Quaker,) whether to his Knowledge, any fuch
fuch Oath. g .yant hath been convi@ of any I'elony, or other Offence, fhall forfeit the
Penalty on Sum of One Hundred Pounds Current Money, to be recovered to the Ufes
Naval Offi- aforefaid, in Manner and Form aforefaid ; and that every Naval Officer, neg-
;‘E;St’(‘fgigi‘i_ leCting or omitting to adminifter fuch Oath, (or Affirmation if a Quaker)

nifier the  {hall for every fuch Neglect or Omiffion, forfeit One Hundred Pounds like
fame. Money ; to be recovered and applied as aforefaid.

Fale swear. 12X AnD be it furtber Enatted, That any Perfon or Perfons, fo to be Sworn,

ing herein,  (or Aflirm if a Quaker) who fhall knowingly forfwear him or themfelves, or

:;’lb“ l}’}‘?’i“" falfly Affirm, fhall be liable to be profecuted for Perjury: And in cafe of Con-

S viction, fhall fuffer the fame Pains and Penalties as in Cafes of corrupt and
wilful Perjury. | | |
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