1722,

Pafled 3¢
Now. 1722,

Prcafnb’lc;

No Perfon
fhall cut
down any
Boundary
‘Tree of his
own or other
Perfon’s
Land.

Penalty.

Perfons
Bounding
any Tree

withoat law-

ful Authori-
ty, &,

Penalty.

The Profecu-
tor’s Duty.

 § CHARLES Lod BALTIMORE.

| . CH AP VIL .
An ACT for preventing the Deftroying of Boundaries, ‘or Bound-

ed Trees ; and the Bounding of Trees, or {etting up of Boun-
daries, without lawful uthority. Li#b. LL. N® 4. fol. 560.

' YHEREAS it appears to this prefent General Affembly, That many
~ Abufes and Prejudices have happened to many of the Inhabitants
within this Province, occafioned by private Perfons taking upon
themfelves in a private Manner, the Bounding, or Re-bounding of Trees,
whereon the Bounds either of their own Lands, or any other adjacent Lands,
may have any Dependance ; and alfo by the Bounding of Trees at Random in
the Woods, the Multiplicity of which renders the true Boundaries of Lands
very precarious and uncertain ; and likewife by the cutting down or deftroy-
ing of Bounded Trees, either of or upon their own Lands, or any others;
For the Remedy of which Evils for the future; -
H. Be it Enalted, &y the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietor, by and
with the Advice and Confent of his Lordfbip’'s Governor, and the Upper and Lower
Houfes of Affembly of this Province, and the Authority of the fame, That from
and after the End of ‘this prefent Seffion of Affembly, it fhall not be lawful
for any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, within this Province, under any Pre-
tence whatfoever, to cut down, or otherwife deftroy, any Boundary, or Bound-
ed Trees, either of his own Lands, or of the Lands of any other Perfon
whatfoever, even although fuch Boundary or Bounded Trees thould ftand
within the Perfon’s own Land {o cutting down and deftroying the fame, un-
der the Penalty of Five Thoufand Pounds of Tobacco for every Offence; the
one Half to the Informer, or to him or them that fhall {ue for the fame, the
other Half to the Ufe of Free-Schools in the County where the Offence is
committed.

III. Qnv be it alfo fucther Enafted, That if any Perfon or Perfons what-
foever, fhall, without lawful Authority, either at Random, or for their own
Pleafure, prefume to Bound any Tree or Trees in the Woods, or upon their
own Lands, or that fhall Bound any Tree or Trees, or fet up other Bounda-
ries for their own or others Land, in lieu and place of any original Boundary
or Bounded Tree that is any way decayed or deftroyed, without firft giving
Notice to all Perfons concerned in fuch Boundaries, of the Time and Place
propofed for fetting up or making fuch new Boundary, or that upon the Fai-
lure of the Perfons concerned in fuch Lands (upon Notice, or when Notice
cannot be given) being prefent at the Time and Place appointed, fhall not
take with him Four fubftantial Freeholders of his Neighbourhood at the leaft,
that may be prefent at the Bounding fuch Tree or Trees, or fetting up fuch
other Boundary, fhall forfeit for every Time he, fhe.or they fhall be convic-
ted thereof, the Sum of Five Thoufand Pounds of Tobacco; the one ‘Half
to the Informer, or to him or them that fhall fue for the fame, the other Half
to the Ufe of Free-Schools in the County where the Offence is commit-
ted : All which Fines aforefaid, to be recovered in his Lordfhip’s Name, in
any Court of Record within this Province, by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint
or Information, wherein no Effoin, Protection or Wager of Law fhall be al-
lowed.

IV. anb be it further Enatted, That in all Profecutions againft any of the
Offenders aforefaid, the Attorney-General, or Clerk of Indictments, in their
Indiétments or other Proceedings, fhall be as particular as poffible in defcri-
bing the Place upon, or to whofe Lands the Boundaries relate, which have been

made, o fet up, or deftroyed, contrary to the true Intent of this Aét.
Examined and Compared with the Original A, REVERDY GHISELIN,
Tuomas Bacon.
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