t718. 3 CHARLES Lond BALTIMORE.

C ,HIA P. II. Be it Enadted, by the Right Homourable the Lord Proprietary, by dnd . =
- with the Advicé and Confent of bis Lordfbip’s Governor, and the Upper and. Lower
g:mgl‘:}d;f"; Houfes of this prefent General Affembly; and the Authority of the fame, That .
Member, the Whenfoever any Vacancy fhall happen by the Death or Removal of any Mem-
trric of Bec- ber of the Lower Houfe of Affembly, Writs of Eletion fhall immediately if~
on the Spea- {U€, upon the Honourable Speaker, for the Time being, his iffuing his %ar-
ker's War-  rant to the Secretary to prepare fuch Writ or ‘Writs, . directed to the - feveral
rant. Perfons or Bodies Politic, to whom the Execution of fuch Writ or Writs
fhall belong, who.are hereby authorized and impowered immediately to pro-
ceed to the Execution of fuch Writ or Writs, according to the Dire&ions of
the aforementioned Law, without any Regard had to the Space of Time be-
twixt the Teft and Return of fuch Writ or Writs, fo as public Notice be
given of the EleGtion in a County, according to the Direions of the faid Law;
and Four Days Notice of the Election, in each City or Borough.
}

ITII. AnDd whereas notwithftanding all the Meafures that have been hitherto
taken for preventing the Growth of Popery within this Province, it is very ob-
vious, that not only profeft Papifts ftill multiply and increafe in Number, but
that there are alfo too great Numbers of others that adhere to and efpoufe their .
Intereft, in Oppofition to the Proteftant Eftablithment: And being under juft
Apprehenfions (from what Steps they have already taken) that if Papifts
fhould continue to be allowed their Vote in electing of Delegates, they, with
their Adherents, and thofe under their Influence, will make fuch a Party at
the Elections of many of the Counties within this Province, as well as the
City of Annapolis, as to determine the Choice in fome of their great Favou-
rites and Adherents, which if they fhould accomplith, how much it would
tend to the Difcouragement and Difturbance of his Lordfhip’s Proteftant Go-
vernment, is not eafy to imagine : It is therefore humbly prayed, that it ma
be Enacted ; And e it Enadten, &y the Authority aforefaid, by and with the

All profefied _Advice and Confent aforefaid, @That all ‘profeft Papifts whatfoever, be (and are.
E;“.E]‘ﬁi ¥ hereby Declared) uncapable of giving their Vote in any Eletion of a Dele-
capable of ~ gate or Delegates within this Province, either for Counties, Cities or Bo-
]V‘?‘itf}*]g’ un- roughs, unlefs they firft qualify themfelves for fo doing, by taking the feveral
qcui“f;ybyr Oaths appointed to be taken by an A& of Affembly of this Province, enti-
wking the  tled, .An At for the better Security of the Peace and Safety of bis Lordfbip’s Go-
Oaths, Je. vernment, and the Proteflant Intereft within this Province, and fubfcribe the
Oath of Abjuration and Declaration therein mentioned.

sherifis, & IV. Anb further, inafmuch as too many Perfons that are cither really Pa-
may tf“}‘}" pifts, or Popifhly inclined, act in Difguife, and will not make any public Pro-
‘}])‘:rg:; tuf. feflion of their Principles, for the better and more effectual carrying on their

pected of Io- wicked and malicious Defigns, for the undermining and fubverting our pre-
ery, and on

pey ot fent Eftablithment ; e it therefoe further Enalted, 4y tbe duthority, Ad-
may fet afide vice and Confent aforefard, That it fhall and may be lawful for the Sheriff, or
their Votes.  other Judges of EleCtions, and fuch Sheriff, or other Judges, are hereby re-
quired, as often as any of them fhall {ee needful (or upon the Information of
any other Perfon duly qualified to vote) to tender and adminifter the Oaths
and Subfcriptions aforefaid, to any Perfon or Perfons fufpected to be Papitts,
or Popifhly inclined, and upon their Refufal, to fet afide fuch Vote or Votes.

But hallnot V. JPronided alaps, That nothing in this A& be conftrued to debar or
ti}:_:’ff:_o%“‘ hinder any of the People called and generally reputed Quakers, from their

their Votes.  Votes in Eletions, they being otherwife duly qualiﬁéd.

Sce an Explanation of this Claufe in 1724, ). 18.

sherifs, . VI. Anv be it likewife ¢&nalted, That in cafe any Sheriff, or Body Politic,

g‘u“ck’}n{%tﬂ';s, fhall make any undue Return, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of the

fhall be liable At aforementioned, or this prefent A, fuch Sheriff, or Body Politic, fhall

to the gli““;‘ be liable to the fame Penalties and Forfeitures as Sheriffs are made liable to
ties 1n - N

riginal AQ. by



