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Making history; Thurgood Marshall, 1965, is swom in as LS. solicitor general, the first parson of his race to
hold the position; he was joined by his wife, Cecilia, and sons John and Thurgood Jr., as Presudent Johneon looks

on. Pholfos from Prints and Photographs Dvesnan
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Thurgood Marshall:

His Papers at LC Document a Career in Civil Rights

by Lucy D. Suddreth

He has been hailed as a great de-
fender and giant in his quest for
human rights. With the acquisition of
the Thurgood Marshall papers the
Manuscript Division has deeply en-
riched its 20th century civil rights
holdings.

“We initially asked for his papers
around 1965,” recalled Debra New-
man Ham, Afro-American history
and culture specialist in the Manu-
script Division. “At that time he wrote
us back and said that he did not have

any papers.”

FEBRUARY 22, 1993

In 1977 a second request was made.
This time: no answer. “Then we be-
gan to hear rumors that Justice Mar-
shall was planning to destroy his
papers and that he was not going to
keep them,” Dr. Ham continued.

When Marshall announced his
retirement in 1991, the Librarian of
Congress wrote him again, request-
ing a meeting to discuss the disposi-
tion of his papers. This time, the
Librarian received a favorable
response for a meeting. Dr. Ham
recalled that Mr. Marshall was quite
the elder statesman that day and dis-
played a rollicking humor.

“After a long discussion with Dr.
Billington, David Wigdor [assistant
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chief of the Manuscript Division} and
myself about his career and other in-
volvements, he announced that he
would give his papers to the Library.”
The collection was delivered by late
fall.

Thurgood Marshall challenged
segregationists, championed civil
rights and believed until his death
that the judicial system was the most
effective vehicle for change. He al-
tered the course of a nation and made
those who were discriminated against
the beneficiaries of their constitutional
rights and new opportunities.

When Marshall donated his papers
to the Library of Congress in 1991
the documentation of his 60-year
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career, from civil rights lawyer to

Supreme Court justics, had finally

been brought together in one place.
The Thurgood Marshall Collec-

tion, arranged by court session and
year, contains 150,000 items and
the years 1949 to 1991, with
mdﬂu items ranging from
1941 to 1991. The majority of the
papers document Marshall's career
as & judge of the U.5, Coust of Ap-
peals for the Second Cincuit, 1961 to
1965; as U.5. solicitor general, 1965
b 1967; and as an assoclate justice
of the Supreme Court, 1967 to 1991.
The Supreme Court flle consti-

pertaining to his retirement. bany
af the barthday and retirermant ledters
confain oo
how his service on the court Inspired

or influenced the lives of the writers. |

Eome of the most significant and
fﬂ-qmnl of Marshall's correspon-
dents were author Benjamin O. Dra-
vig: author and historian John Hope

Franklin; Supreme Court Justice

Arthur ], Goldberg; Lyndon B John- |

son; former . Adam Clayton

Powell: Roy Willking, former svecu.
tive director of the Mational Associ-
ation for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACF); and cul-

ing commerits aboat |

papers but also in the notable
racards of the MAACP. one of the
largest collections in the Manuscript
Crivision.

Thurgood Marshall was born on
July 2, 1908, in Baltimore, where ha
attended public school graduating in
1925 from Dou High School.
He completed undergraduate
studics with honors in 1930 from
Lineoln University, a historically
black mstitution in mia.
While at Lincoln he was a member
of the varsity debating team for four
years, taking part in many interra-
cial and International debates.

Marshall and Donald Gaines Murray on thair way to court to argue for Murray's admission 1o the University
of Maryland Law School in 1935 outside tha New York haadquartars of the NAACP (from laft) staff attormeay

Roy Wilkins; Walter White, execulive secretary, and special counsel Marshall.

tutes by far the largest part of the
colleckion. This seres docoments
i ]

Marshall's of service on the |

o case files,

. Also included is a sig- |

nificant amount of correspondence

T

umnisé Carl T. Rowan, wha has re-
cently writhen a biography of Marshall.

Marshall's tireless efforts 1o
change the injustices oward peo-
ple of color in the United States
through the judicial system is
chronicled, not only in his personal
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It was to his father's credit, how.-
ever, that Marshall received his
bachelor of law degree from Howard
University im 1933 and was gradu-
ated as valedictorian of his class.

In a 1948 newspaper article, Mar-

shall is quoted as saying. “My father

LC INFORMATION BULLETIN
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[a@ wrlter and yacht-club steward]
mormed me intn a lawyrer withoot
once telling me that was what he
wanted me to be, He did this by

teachs to &, by challeng- |
ing logh. on every | | MAasCP,

ing logic on every point, by mak-
Mg me shatement = sven
;Eﬁr ﬁﬁ::ﬁ;ﬁ; discussing  the
weather. [ only realized later that he
was Irying to sharpen my mind, to
convinee me o take mothing for
thd.al

ARhoogh the University of Mary-
land law school was nearby, segrega-
tion harmed Barshall from i
an he commititad o Howard Univer-

I H!I_U

'TF EFREEITox:

Dean Houston set out to develop a
cacre of ol rghts Lawyvers, which ine
cluded Marshall,

Ihumn]zﬂ}hwtdummﬂh
hecorme special counsel o the
to the MNAACP
filas, ome of the earlst oivil rights vic.
tories for Marshall and Houston was
to obtain the admission of Donald
G:.hu:h'lurrl.}r to the 'Lh.i.-.-mi}'i:vl"
Maryiand law school im 1935, This de-
cision was epochal, becauss it was the
First decision of the highest court of
arty state that sct out the rights of the
black student,

Financed by the American Fund for

AL LEEN T ELEL N

ceaded him as the national organiza-
tion's chief legal officer.

From 19040 b0 1961 he served as
counsel and director of the MAACE
Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
which was founded afier the Treas-
ury Department had refused to grant

tax-exempt status to the 30-
asmnciation. The Deberise bed the

assault on the :l:plrlt!'bu:l:aquﬂ'

ey making it a formidable
jurisprudence, a
advocate for the dvil rights of bladk
Amnericans,

In 1939 Marshall gaimed sdmission
o plead cases before the Supreme

1 "l"'l'rT'!"i‘

"\"'\"..1 -_—lll._ __,__T:.-
£

-

S ——

Marshall {sitting on table) and his stalf spearheaded the NAACP's successful campaign in the courts.

D Ik waaat

Public Service. the NAACF under-
took other cases leading to the en-
trance of blacks to state undversity
graduate schools in the South,
Houston maited Marshall, after the
Murray i . ko become his assis-
tant at 52400 a year, Marshall agreed.
When br. Houwston retired two years
later, hiarshall, just 26 years old, suc-
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Court. He won all but three of the 32
cases that he argued before the court,
paving the road for the landmark 1954
case of Brown v, Board of Education of
Topekn, Kan,, which outlawed racial-
Iy l-egre;uhd public schonls and
ﬂﬂhwdﬂmufmﬂ uskice,
In his hafore

)
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that the 14th Amendment said that
the “Megro was equal before the
law.” T oppuse Plessy vs. Ferguson,
which upheld the doctrine of
separate but equal schools, ™was
meraly asking for what was ours by
right—it was simple justice.”

During the 1930s the association
also renewed efforts to have lynch-
|_'|-|EI made a federal coome. To thas
end, the legal staff, headed by Mar-
shall, drafted an anti-lymching bill
sponsored in 1933, by Bens. Ed-
ward I'. Costigan, Robert 'I-'l'nEncr
and Frederick Van Moys.

By 1943 there were more than 400

der the law. The victory to which
Mir. Marshall lent his hand will for
decades to come be & landmark in
the fight to make the 14th Amend-
ment part of our way of life.”
That victory, thanks to Marshall
and attorney William Hastie, was a
1941 Supreme Court decision, a
copy of which is in the NAACFE
papers, granting blacks the right to
viote in Texas primary electbons, The
decision read, “The ULS. is a con-
stitutional democracy, Its organic
law grants to all citizens a right o
participate in the chokoe of elected
officials without restriction by any

temt and FE'I.'EE“‘H.PDIIF’EI&TI.H&.—
Iv throughout the country. Dr. Ham
deseribed his courtroom style as “a
display of flamboyancy, wit, clever-
ness, subtlety and the ability to mar-
shall differenit types of materiala.
respurces and human beings to
bring factual information to the
Flemirr,

“Ta ba able to thegs o
aften very hostile judges and jurors
and win his case di & pemark-
able level of magnetism and ability,”
she added.

Thie climate in which barshall and
other MAACP attorneys DFE!I'tEd

President Johnson signs the landmark Civil Rights Act, Jan_ 15, 1968, Justice Marshall (third from right) was in atian-
dance; the act was signed by Johnson, Speaker of the House John McCormack and Yice President Humphrey.

MAACF branches of varying sizes in
all sections of the country. In 1947
more than 300 legal cases were
either IH:.iIIE advised I.Iﬁ':l.n or acta-
ally handled By Marshall and his
staff,

Marshall's success as a liigater
earned him the coveted MAACP
Spingarn Medal in 1946. The award
was presented on Junme 28 by
Robert W. Kenny, attorney general
of Californda, at the association's an-
nual convention in Cincnnati. In his
remarks Mr. Kenny said, "Any suc-
e in dzfﬂuﬁnﬁ discrmination is a
victonry in the fight for equality un-

H

state because of race. This grant o
the people of the opportunity for
chodce is not to be nullified by a state
through casting its electoral process
im a form which permits a private or-
n to practice racial discrimi-
nxbon in the alacion. Congriforbional
rights would be of little value if they
conld be this indirectly denied.”
In 1948 a millivn black Americans
went ko the pﬂﬂl in Southern states
alone, as a result of U5, Supreme
Court victories won by the NAACP
in its long fight for free and undet-
tered clechons.
Marshall's reputation as a Codmpse-

Maryland Saie Archives, S1259121:6250-

was very fumultuous. “We do not
remember their courage as dearly as
we should, because we forget the
danger in which their simple activi-
thes were surmounded,” said Dr.
Ham. “People’s lives were threat-
ened, ges were revoked. or
they were out of town for
challenging the system in their own
-

In hiz honk Dreem AMakers, Dregm
Breakers; The World of Tha Aar-
shall, Carl Rowan says, “Ta try to
write a book about the “world of
Justice Thurgaod Marshall’ is tanta-
mount o Tying to write the sodial,

L INFURMATION BULLETIN
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legal, economic, political and moral
history of this nation over most of
the 2th century.

“That is because Marshall's life en- |

compasses the violent years of the

great black migration oul of the post-
bellurm South; the wmdﬁgﬁm

ing powers wiclded by the Ku Klux |

Klamn and later the White Citizens

Councils; the wears of the Great |

Drepression and of economic recov-
ery forged by Franklin D). Roasevelt
and a world war; a postwar black
revolution i Both the courtrooms
and the streets of America: and a
counterrevolution led by politicians
who were and are determined to
break every dream of liberty that
Marshall and black Americans ever
embraced.”

In a telephone interviow, Mr. Rosw-
hiarshall and NAACE Collections at
the of Co for his book.
He said that in this biography 1
wanted to highlight the ‘dream mak-
ers,’ who, like Marshall, helped 1o
fight the good fight and the ‘dream
breakers,” who opposed them
theough most atrocioos acts."”

The that Barshall faced
when he fravelad throughost the
South is evidenced in a memo he
wrote o MAACT staff on MNov, I35,
1944, that read: "After having woom
this acquittal of a black defendant
and vowing to appeal the conviction
of amother in Columbia, Tenm., Law-
yers including Thurgood were
stopped outside the city limits by
three carlnads of officers, mcuding

sheriffs, city policemen, con-
ﬁﬁ and h.'lghwaj.rwmpn'u[ METL

“The alleged purpose was o
search the car for whiskey. When
none wad feund, Marshall's car was
gluqud o more firmes. The third
time the car was stopped Marshall
was placed in one of the patrol cars
and driven down a side road. Atbor-
neys Looby and Weaver [who were]
left behind, courageously followed
them. Realiring that they were being
fnllowed, the officers umed back om
the main mad and took Marshall be-

FEBRUARY 22, 1953

fore a magistrate who smelled his
breath and determined that he had

I a Jam, 25 Washirgton Post article,
Karen Hastie Willlams, former Law
clerk and goddaughter to Marshall,

| said, "People who didn't know how |
: Kenya,

to read and write, who didn't even
know who the preshdent was, knew
whi Marshall was "

Wherever a case of any recial sig-
nificance arose, Marshall, or mem-
bers of his stalf were there. Thes
imcluded visiting Japan and Korea to
imvestigate court martial cases innaoly-
ing black American soldiers.

In the NAACP
Collection, Mar-
shall’s grueling
travel schedule,
some 30,000 miles a
year at gre poind, s
recorded  through
receipts, memos
and telegrams.

¥When stricken
with a serious il
ness, related 1o his
intense traveling.
Marshall allayed
any fears that he
wild nind recover.
A e, e e
eollection, o stall
from Walter White,
execibive secratary
of the MNAACP,
read, “"He looks
better than when
he went to the
hospital and vou
can judge that his
spirits are rising
when he asked me
o them the
hads::;ua that 11
live."™

Thurgood Mar-
shall's departure
from the MNAACP
came with an ap-
pointment by johin F.

o the Unit-
ed Stabes Court of
Appeals in 1961,
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Cruring his tenwee he extended his

| mmberest in human rights fo the inter-

national arena. He helped write the
constitution for the newly indepen-
dent state of Kenya, while serving
as a consultant to the Constitusion-
al Convention Conferance on

Four years later, President Lyndon

| B. Johnson named him solicitor

general of the United States and in
1967 riaminated him o the 5
Canirt. “MNeithar of tha rwa lather po-
gitions had ever been held by a black.
person,” sald Dr. Ham.

The announcemant of his retire.

Justice Marshall is helped with his court robe by
his wite, Oct. 2, 1967
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ment in 1991 was literally heard
“around the world.” During his
years on the Supreme Court he
worked to solidify the Brown deci-
sion and other civil rights victories
through a series of judicial remedies.

“The holdings in the Manuscript
Division relating to Marshall chroni-
cle a lifetime of public service and
dedication to securing equal justice
for all within the U.S. judicial sys-
tem,” said Dr. Ham.

Marshall’s declining health and
eyesight played a major factor in his
stepping down from the high court.
During his last news conference in
June 1991, after announcing his
retirement, Justice Marshall said that
he wished to be remembered with
10 words, “That he did what he
could with what he had.”

Discussions are under way regard-
ing public access to the Library’s
NAACP Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund Collection.

According to Dr. Ham, the
Manuscript Division’s civil rights
collections provide rich sources for |
the study of the struggle by blacks
and whites to obtain equal rights
and opportunities for all people
regardless of race, creed, sex or
religion during the 20th century.

Other 20th century civil rights collec-
tions include:

O Bayard Rustin

O Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters

O Carter G. Woodson

0 Center for National Policy
Review

[J Kenneth Bancroft Clark

O Joseph Rauh

O Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights

0O Mary Church and Robert H.
Terrell

00 NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund Records

O Nannie Helen Burroughs

0 National Urban League

O Roy Wilkins

O A. Philip Randolph

O William LePre Houston and
Charles Houston
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