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To
all of those who have died
resisting america’s white death
and to
Murphy Bell
William Kunstler
Howard Moore



In May of 1967 I was elected Chair-
man of SNCC. It was not a position
which I sought, but people seemed to
feel that I would be a good one to ar-
ticulate the positions of the organiza-
tion. Even though the press began
projecting me as a “Black Power lead-
er’ and all that kind of mess, I knew
that it didn’t matter what position a
dude had, it didn’t mean he was a
leader, even if he had the title of
Chairman or President. The leader
might be a dude in the organization
who ain’t got no title, no office. When
I was head of SNCC, that’s all I was. I was not a leader of
Black people. I had a public platform because I was Chair-
man of SNCC and therefore what I said got heard by a
lot of people. But I don’t think I can articulate the senti-
ments of Black folks any better than the brothers and sisters
did in Detroit. I'm just in a position where maybe I can
explain what the brother is talking about, because therere
a lot of negroes who don’t understand. That does not mean
leadership.

It was obvious when I became Chairman that I was in for
trouble. For a year, “the man” had let Carmichael travel
around the country talking about Black Power and “the
man” realized that he had made a serious mistake. He recog-
nized too late that Black people, like the Vietnamese people,
were escalating their war of liberation. So it was clear to me
that if Black people began to respond by accepting a revolu-
tionary analysis, “the man” was going to try and silence me.
But if you're serious you don’t worry about things like that.
You do your job and you're either carried off the battlefield
or you walk off victorious.
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