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Since we were away and
unable to bring you up to date on
the latest happenings, we
thought we'd bring them to you
now so here goes:

The recent appearance of
Smokey Robinson at Pier 6 was
the best concert | have seen all
year. Despite the humidity,
Smokey Robinson performed two
shows in high fashion.

Smokey performed all of his
greatest hits from his days with
the Miracles — “You Really Got
A Hold On Me"” to “Ooch, Baby,
Baby" plus some of the tunes he
wrote for labelmates the Temp-
tations (“My Girl"”) and the late,
great Marvin Gaye (“Ain’t That
Peculiar”).

Smokey sure knows how to
work the oudience ond even
though his show is well or-

chestrated, you never feel like

that is the case.

During his over one hour set,
Smokey asked members of the
audience to request any tunes
they wanted to hear him sing and

By Bonnie MaTtThews Burler
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(Photo by Ricardo Gray)

smokey Robinson greeted Baltimore's first lady Dr. Patricia
Schmoke (2nd, right) and friends backstage at his recent

concert.

average man sweat off at least

tenn pounds.

We were able to show Smokey
a copy of Friday Plus with his pic-
ture on the cover and it made us

rain scare you, you missed one
hellavu afternoon at the
Maryland State Summerfest on
the Bay held recently at Ft.
Smallwood Park.

entertainment was top notch and
most enjoyable.

While we didn’t get a chance to
sample the cooking of the ven-
dors, we could smell the food in
the air and i watching the faces
of the people who participated,
it had to be good.

Our hats are off to the organiz-
ing committee who put this event
together for we are sure that
next year, it will be bigger and
better than ever.

Spotted enjoying the festivities
were: States Attorney Stuart
Simms, who presented a pro-
clamation on behalf of the City;
Councilman Carl Stokes; Con-
gressman Kweisi Mfume; Nor-
man Patterson, who is recovering
from a serious automobile acci-
dent and is now able to walk; Ed-
die Butcher and his organization,
who graciously agreed to serve
as security for the festival;pro-
moter Julivs Mackay; Biddy
Wood and the Sphinx Club; and
many, many more, 100 numerous

fo nome.
LA R A A

ban Services Agency, the AFRAM
Festival sponsors, are readers of
this column, kindly take heed.
There is a dire need to teach cer-
tain employees the rules of order
when dealing with the public.

The rudeness encountered and
witnessed at the 13th annual
Festival which shuttered two
weekends ago, was gross and
inexcusable.

Hod not Mayor Schmoke, ot
the luncheon held the Thursday
before the festival, given his
assurance and laid to rest rumors
that AFRAM was on the prover-
bial banana peel, one might have
thought that certain attitudes
that prevailed on the following
day and throughout the festival
were the results of uncertainty.

In the interest of objectivity —
among the first laws of jour-
nalism — there will be no name
calling, but, we hope those in-
volved (and you know who you
are) will learn to treat members

of the Black press the same way

they treat the dailies.
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Case in point: Photographers

you guessed it, he was able to fill Boat’

R —

Under Swgo News News News

their requests. (We think he had
the songs already planned, but
who cares!) It worked for us and
the sell-out crowd.

After the concert, Smokey
graciously greeted his fans ond
signed copies of his recent book
even though he had just finished
giving his all in the kind of
humidity that would maoke the

ALL THAT

L

The Smithsonian has done it
again!

There is a new collection
issued devoted to the "Jozz
Piano' which features 68 of the
top piano performances by jaxz
artists of many different styles.

blush when he laughed along
with the cover story question:
Which Smokey do you prefer?
With or without a mustache. You
be the judge.”

And ladies, if you thought Paul
Newman had “dem eyes” you
should see this brother up close.
Whew! Enough said.

* " % % %

For those of you who let the

for a sequel to this collection, and

ALL

we have to believe it will be
forthcoming in the distant future.

“Jazz Pianos” starts off with
Jelly Roll Morton and proceeds
through James P. Johnson,
Willie 'the Lion' Smith, Fafts

Even though the skies were
overcast and it drizzled off and
on the entire day, the over 2,000
people who showed up were not

disappointed.

From Lady Rebecca’s vocals to
Mickey Field's sax; from Lou Ra-
moine'’s piano to the Sir Thomas

Hurley group; to Luther Ingram
and Millie Jackson, the musical

JAZZ PIAND
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Now that the Mayor has
cleared the air over the future of
the African-American Festival,
aka AFRAM — it will stay alive
through the Schmoke Ad-
ministration — this writer wishes
to make some observations that
will hopefully be of help in the

years 1o come.
If the guiding forces of the Ur-

with Bob Marthews

for the Black press were forced
to shoot pictures at a distance
while the daily’s photographers
were given carte blanch and
organizers tripped over each
other to make sure they were
comfortable. The Black press was
yelled at and embarrassed as if
they were there as “groupies.”
Enough said.

A lot of the material in the col-
lection is culled from live perfor-
mances which were available on
relatively obscure recordings,
and some were never really
popularized, except for collectors
of a particular artist.

As Martin Williams, who was
the producer of the piece, states
in the introduction, it would be
impossible to include all of the
outstanding jazz pianists in a col-
lection limited to 4 CDs, 6 LPs or

4 cassefttes.

The result is a lot of jazz buffs
might be a bit disappointed since
their particular favorite is not in-

cluded. Personally, we are a bit
miffed that Barry Horris, Red Got a note in the mail from
Garlond and Wynton Kelly drummer Maurice Lyles who
likes the idea of a jazz quiz, and
alerts us to a Salute to Philly Joe

didn't maoke it.

But, this merely sets the stage

Page 8

Waller and Earl Hines.
The last side

jazz greats in between.

Might point out that the quali-
ty is excellent, and there is o
72-page booklet with some rare

illustrations of the artists.

The sets are available by mail
from . Smithsonion Recordings,
Department JP, PO Box 2335,

Washington, DC, 20026.
Further
(202)357-2627.

L

includes the
modernists such as Bill Evans,
McCoy Tyner, Keith Jarrett,
Herble Hancock, with varying

information:

Smithsonian Collection

Jones, which is scheduled for
Saturday, Sept. 2 at 9 p.m.

It will be held at First Con-
gregational Church, 945 G 5t.,
NW, Washington, DC, which is
next to the Martin Luther King Jr.
Library.

With Maurice on drums, the
rest of the group will include:
Johnny Coles, trumpet; James
King, bass; Reuvben Brown,

piano; Baba Ingoma, percus-
sion, and emcee Nap Turner.
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Further information:

(202)387-3483.

Have gotten a limited response
to our query about the possibili-
ty of having a jazz quiz in this col-
umn, with jozz CDs as prizes, and
most of the respondents were the
older jozz fans.

In devising the quiz, was trying
to decide just how contemporary
it should be. After all, we could

ask such questions as “What was
Don Redman’s theme song,” and
some of the more mature fans
would know.

Then again, if the questions
concerned Bob James Emmy
awards, or what was the theme
song of Najee, perhaps the
oldsters would flunk out.

Let me know how you feel —
the quiz is on, and will start in
about two weeks.
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